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Executive Summary

CHILD WELFARE OUTCOMES 2003: ANNUAL REPORT TO CONGRESS

Child Welfare Outcomes 2003: Annual Report to Congress (Report to Congress) is the sixth in a series of
annual reports from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (the Department)." The reports
are developed in accordance with section 479A of the Social Security Act (as amended by the Adoption
and Safe Families Act of 1997) and provide information pertaining to State performance on the following
national child welfare outcomes:?

* Outcome 1—Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect

* Outcome 2—Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care

* Outcome 3—Increase permanency for children in foster care

* Outcome 4—Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry
* Outcome 5—Reduce time in foster care to adoption

* Outcome 6—Increase placement stability

* Outcome 7—Reduce placements of young children in group homes or institutions

The Department established these national outcomes in consultation with State and local child welfare
agency administrators, child advocacy organizations, child welfare researchers, and other experts in the child
welfare field. The outcomes reflect widely accepted performance objectives for child welfare practice and
adherence to a set of guiding principles.

The purpose of the Report to Congress is to provide information that may lead to improved outcomes for
children and families served by the Nation’s child welfare system by informing Congress, the States, and

the public about State performance on key child welfare outcomes and change in performance over time.

To this end, the Report to Congress presents data for each State regarding the following: (1) 12 measures
developed to assess the national outcomes listed above, and (2) contextual factors regarding the number
and characteristics of children who are the subject of substantiated child abuse or neglect reports and

of children in the State’s foster care system. The report also presents key findings across States on the
relationship between contextual factors and State performance on the outcome measures. Data pertaining
to the measures and the contextual factors come from the Federal Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and
Reporting System (AFCARS) and the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS).

The following table provides information regarding median State performance on key measures pertaining
to the seven national outcomes. The States included in the calculation of the median are those that provided
acceptable data for a given outcome measure in all 4 years.

The unit of the Department that has primary responsibility for this report is the Children’s Bureau within the Administration on
Children, Youth and Families, in the Administration for Children and Families.

2 In the Report to Congress, the designation of “State” includes the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. Therefore the Report
provides information on 52 “States.”



Table I. Median of State performance on key outcomes and measures in 2000, 2001, 2002, and 2003*

Median Performance by Year

Outcomes and Measures 2000 2001 2002 2003

Outcome 1: Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect

Measure 1.1—Of all children who were victims of substantiated or indicated child abuse and/
or neglect during the first 6 months of the reporting period, what percentage had another 79% 75% 7.8% 7.7%
substantiated or indicated report within a 6-month period? (N=34 States).

Outcome 2: Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care

Measure 2.1—Of all children who were in foster care during the reporting period, what percentage
was the subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment by a foster parent or facility staff 0.47 055 052 040
member? (N=27 States)

Outcome 3: Increase permanency for children in foster care

Measure 3.1— Of all children who exited foster care during the reporting period, what percentage
left to either reunification, adoption, or legal guardianship (i.e., were discharged to a permanent 857 854 864  86.7
home)? (N=44 States)

Measure 3.2—Of all children who exited foster care and were identified as having a diagnosed
disability, what percentage left to either reunification, adoption, or legal guardianship (i.e., were ~ 79.6 78,6 ~ 79.8  78.2
discharged to a permanent home)? (N=37 States)

Measure 3.3—Of all children who exited foster care and were older than age 12 at the time of
their most recent entry into care, what percentage left to either reunification, adoption, or legal ~ 72.8 729 72.0 72.2
guardianship (i.e., were discharged to a permanent home)? (N=40 States)

Measure 3.4—Of all children exiting foster care to emancipation, what percentage was age 12 or 253 283 267 296
younger at the time of entry into foster care? (N=50 States) ' ' ' '

Outcome 4: Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry

Measure 4.1—Of all children who were reunified with their parents or caretakers at the time of
discharge from foster care, what percentage was reunified in less than 12 months from the time = 715 719 683 721
of entry into foster care? (N=43 States).

Measure 4.2—Of all children who entered foster care during the reporting period, what percentage 106 112 108 9.8
re-entered care within 12 months of a prior foster care episode? (N=46 States) : ' ’ ’

Outcome 5: Reduce time in foster care to adoption

Measure 5.1—Of all children who exited foster care to a finalized adoption, what percentage
exited foster care less than 24 months from the time of the latest removal from home? (N=34 19.7 203 219 229
States)

Outcome 6: Increase placement stability

Measure 6.1—Of all children served who had been in foster care for less than 12 months, what 84.2 833 843 84.0
percentage had no more than two placement settings during that time period? (N = 51 States) : ’ ’ ’

Outcome 7: Reduce placements of young children in group homes or institutions

Measure 7.1—Of all children who entered foster care during the reporting period and were age 12
or younger at the time of their most recent placement, what percentage was placed in a group 9.6 8.6 8.6 8.3
home or institution? (N=49 States)

* In order to depict meaningful change in State performance over time, this table includes only those States that provided acceptable data for
each measure in all 4 years. Therefore, the medians reported in this table for State performance in 2003 may be slightly different than those
presented in the Report chapters. For example, in 2003, 45 States provided data for outcome measure 1; the median performance of these
States was 7.1 percent. However, only 34 States provided data for measure 1.1 in all 4 years (2000, 2001, 2002, and 2003). The median State
performance in 2003 for these 34 States is 7.7 percent.

Changes in median State performance from 2000 to 2003 were assessed by calculating the percent change
in the median from 2000 to 2003.> There was evidence of considerable performance improvement from
2000 to 2003, as indicated by the following findings:

3 Change in performance across years was assessed by calculating the percent change. This is calculated by subtracting “old” data

from “new” data, dividing by “old” data and multiplying by 100. In this report, a percent change in performance on any measure
from 2000 to 2003 that is less than 5.0 in either direction (i.e., positive or negative) is considered to reflect “no change” in
performance. Because the outcome measures are assessed using percentages, small fluctuations across years are to be expected.
Rather than identifying any percent change as a performance change, it was decided that a percent change greater than 5.0 would be
a practical indicator of actual performance change.



* The median percentage of children in foster care who were maltreated by a foster parent or facility
staff member (outcome measure 2.1) decreased from 2000 to 2003 (-14.8 percent change).

¢ The median percentage of children entering foster care who were re-entering within 12 months of a
prior episode (outcome measure 4.2) decreased from 2000 to 2003 (-7.5 percent change).

¢ The median percentage of adoptions occurring within 24 months of a child’s entry into foster care
(outcome measure 5.1) increased from 2000 to 2003 (+16.2 percent change).

¢ The median percentage of children age 12 and younger who were placed in group homes or
institutions (outcome measure 7.1) decreased from 2000 to 2003 (-13.5 percent change).

There was only one measure in which median performance declined from 2000 to 2003. The median
percentage of children emancipated from foster care who were age 12 or younger when they entered foster
care (outcome measure 3.4) increased from 2000 to 2003 (+17.0 percent change). The median percentages
for all other outcome measures did not change from 2000 to 2003 (i.e., the percent change did not exceed
5.0 in either direction).

How successful are States in protecting child maltreatment victims from further
maltreatment?

A primary objective of State child welfare systems is to ensure that children who have been found to be
victims of maltreatment are protected from further abuse or neglect whether they are in their own homes, in
a foster home, or in a residendial facility. For the Report to Congress, a child is considered to be a victim of
maltreatment if he or she is the subject of a substantiated or indicated allegation of child abuse or neglect.
In 2003, State child maltreatment victim rates ranged extensively from 1.6 child victims per 1,000 children
in the State’s child population in Pennsylvania to 42.2 child victims per 1,000 children in the population in
Alaska. The median across States was 10.6 child victims per 1,000 children in the population.

The Department established the following safety-related national outcomes and measures to assess State
performance with regard to protecting child victims from further abuse or neglect:

Outcome 1—Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect

Outcome measure 1.1—Of all children who were victims of substantiated or indicated child abuse and/or neglect
during the first 6 months of the reporting period, what percentage had another substantiated or indicated report within
a 6-month period?*

Outcome 2 —Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care

Outcome measure 2. 1—Of all children who were in foster care during the reporting period, what percentage was the
subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment by a foster parent or facility staff member?

The findings of the data analyses indicate that some States appear to be more effective than others in
protecting child maltreatment victims from further maltreatment. In 2003, for the 45 States reporting

data to NCANDS pertaining to outcome measure 1, the percent of children in a State who experienced a
recurrence of maltreatment ranged from 2.1 to 14.4, with a median of 7.1 percent. In 35 of the 45 States at
least 5 percent of the children who were victims of child maltreatment in the first 6 months of the reporting
year were victims of another maltreatment incident within a 6-month period. For 29 percent of the 45
States, the incidence of maltreatment recurrence increased from 2000 to 2003. However, in 53 percent of
the 45 States, the percent of children experiencing maltreatment recurrence decreased from 2000 to 2003.

The Child File of the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (which is the data source for the measure of maltreatment
recurrence) cannot track children from one year to the next. Therefore, a 6-month time frame for maltreatment recurrence
was established to ensure that the measure captured the actual incidence of maltreatment recurrence rather than estimating the
incidence. In addition, multiple research findings indicate that the highest incidence of maltreatment recurrence tends to occur
within 6 months of a prior incident. Therefore, the Department determined that the 6-month time frame was sufficient to assess
State performance in this area.

iii



Understanding differences among States with regard to the incidence of maltreatment recurrence requires
a consideration of various contextual factors. For example, a substantial positive correlation (Pearson’s 7 =
0.63) was found between a State’s child maltreatment victim rate in 2003 and the percentage of children
in the State who experienced maltreatment recurrence. In general, States with a relatively high victim
rate also tended to have a relatively high percentage of maltreatment recurrence within a 6-month period.
This suggests that differences in State statutes and policies regarding definitions of child maltreatment and
evidentiary requirements for substantiation of a child maltreatment allegation may contribute to State
variation in the incidence of maltreatment recurrence.

Differences in State practices regarding investigating maltreatment allegations also may contribute to

State variation in the incidence of maltreatment recurrence. For example, in some States, the percent of
maltreatment recurrence reported to NCANDS may be less than the actual percent because maltreatment
allegations involving children in child protective services cases already open for services often are reported to
the current caseworker and supervisor rather than being formally investigated to determine the validity of the
allegation. Because there is no disposition, these children are not included in the NCANDS Child File, which
is the data source for the measure of maltreatment recurrence (outcome measure 1.1). As another example,
many States are adopting an alternative response approach to responding to maltreatment allegations. In these
States, maltreatment allegations that are determined to involve very low risks for child safety are not formally
investigated. Instead, the allegation is referred for a family assessment and no disposition is reached regarding
the validity of the maltreatment allegation. Again, because there is no disposition, States do not submit the

NCANDS Child File for children who are the subject of these allegations.

The data analyses also found that State variation in performance on the measure of maltreatment recurrence
was moderately related to the types of maltreatment experienced by child victims. In 2003, States with

a relatively high percentage of children who were victims of sexual abuse tended to have a relatively low
incidence of maltreatment recurrence within a 6-month period (Pearson’s 7 = -0.40). In comparison, States
with a relatively high percentage of children who were victims of neglect in 2003 tended to have a relatively
high incidence of maltreatment recurrence within a 6-month period (Pearson’s 7 = 0.40). Although additional
information is necessary for a meaningful interpretation of these findings, one possible explanation may be
that child welfare agencies typically respond differently to substantiated sexual abuse and neglect allegations.
A substantiated allegation of sexual abuse, for example, often involves legal action against the perpetrator and
action to ensure that the perpetrator does not have contact with the child, which may include placement of
the child in foster care. These efforts may be effective in preventing the recurrence of sexual abuse within a 6-
month period. In contrast, a child welfare agency response to a substantiated allegation of neglect usually does
not involve legal action against the perpetrator (unless it is severe neglect or medical neglect), and usually does
not prohibit contact between the child and the perpetrator. Consequently, there may be a greater opportunity
for recurrence of neglect within a 6-month period.

States also varied in 2003 in their effectiveness in protecting children in foster care from maltreatment by their
foster parents or a facility staff member (as assessed by measure 2.1). In 2003, for the 41 States that provided data
to NCANDS for this measure, the percent of children in foster care who were victims of maltreatment by a foster
parent or facility staff member ranged from 0.02 to 1.53, with a median of 0.39 percent. There were only four
States in which more than one percent of the children in foster care were reported to be victims of maltreatment
by a foster parent or facility staff member. In addition, most States (73 percent) exhibited improvement in this
area from 2000 to 2003; only 19 percent of the States exhibited a decline in performance on this measure.

How successful are States in achieving permanency for children in foster care?

The Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA) of 1997 emphasized permanency as a primary goal for children
in foster care and provided guidelines for achieving this goal in a timely manner. A child in foster care is
determined to have achieved permanency when any of the following occurs: (1) the child is discharged from
foster care to a reunification with his or her family, either a parent or other relative; (2) the child is discharged
from foster care to a legally finalized adoption; or (3) the child is discharged from foster care to the care of

a legal guardian. The Department established the following national outcomes and measures to assess State
performance with regard to achieving permanency for children in foster care:



Outcome 3—Increase permanency for children in foster care

Outcome measure 3. 1—Of all children who exited foster care during the reporting period, what percentage left either to
reunification, adoption, or legal guardianship?

Outcome measure 3.2—Of all children who exited foster care and were identified as having a diagnosed disability, whar
percentage left either to reunification, adoption, or legal guardianship?

Outcome measure 3.3—Of all children who exited foster care and were older than age 12 at the time of their most
recent entry into foster care, what percentage left either to reunification, adoption, or legal guardianship?

Outcome measure 3.4—Of all children who exited foster care to emancipation, what percentage was age 12 or younger
at the time of entry into foster care?

Outcome measure 3.5—Of all children who exited foster care, what percentage by raciallethnic category left either to
reunification, adoption, or legal guardianship?

The data analyses findings suggest that most States were successful in achieving permanency for the majority
of children exiting foster care in 2003.> The percent of all children exiting foster care in 2003 who were
discharged to a permanent home ranged across States (N = 51 States) from 71.9 to 96.1, with a median of
86.3 percent (measure 3.1). For 67 percent of the 51 States, there was no change from 2000 to 2003 in

the percentage of all children exiting foster care who were discharged to a permanent home; performance
on this measure was already quite high in 2000. Only seven percent of the States exhibited a decline in
performance on this measure.

The range of State performance was greater when the assessment of permanency focused on children exiting
foster care who had a diagnosed disability (measure 3.2). For the 48 States included in this analysis, the
percent of children with a diagnosed disability exiting foster care who were discharged to a permanent home
ranged from 36.4 to 96.5 with a median of 79.5 percent. In addition, 41 percent of these States showed

a decline in performance on this measure from 2000 to 2003; only 24 percent of the States exhibited
improved performance on this measure.

Many States also appeared to experience challenges with regard to achieving permanency for children who are
older than age 12 when they enter foster care (measure 3.3). For the 48 States included in this analysis, the
percent of children exiting foster care who entered foster care when they were older than age 12 and who were
discharged to a permanent home ranged from 37.8 to 90.9, with a median of 72.2 percent. For 49 percent of
these States, there was no change in performance on this measure from 2000 to 2003. However, 31 percent of
these States exhibited improvement in performance from 2000 to 2003.

States varied considerably with regard to their success in ensuring that children do not grow up in foster
care (measure 3.4). For the 52 States included in this analysis, the percent of all children who emancipated
(including legal emancipation and children reaching the age of majority) from foster care who entered
foster care when they were age 12 or younger ranged from 5.1 to 65.1, with a median of 29.6 percent. In
10 States, more than 40 percent of the children who emancipated from foster care in 2003 were age 12

or younger when they entered foster care. In addition, for 51 percent of the States, there was a decline in
performance on this measure from 2000 to 2003. However, 34 percent of the States exhibited performance
improvement over that time period.

In most States, the percentages of children exiting foster care who were discharged to a permanent home
did not vary as a function of children’s race or ethnicity. In almost all of the States, Black (non-Hispanic)
children, Hispanic children, Alaskan Native/American Indian children, and White (non-Hispanic) children
exiting foster care were about equally likely to be discharged to a permanent home.®

The number of States varies for each analysis. States were excluded from an analysis if they did not report the necessary data or if
there were substantive data quality issues in any given year, usually related to missing data or data discrepancies.

This applies only to those States in which a particular racial/ethnic category accounted for at least 10 percent of the children exiting
foster care.
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How successful are States in achieving permanency for children in a timely manner?

State child welfare agencies are responsible not only for achieving permanency for children in foster care,
but also for ensuring that children are discharged to a permanent home as soon as possible after entering
foster care. The Department established the following national outcomes and measures to assess State
performance with regard to achieving permanency for children in foster care:

Outcome 4—Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry

Outcome measure 4. 1—Of all children who were reunified with their parents or caretakers at the time of discharge from
foster care, what percentage was reunified in the following time periods?

(1) less than 12 months

(2) at least 12 months but less than 24 months

(3) at least 24 months but less than 36 months

(4) at least 36 months but less than 48 months

(5) 48 or more months

Outcome measure 4.2—Of all children who entered foster care during the reporting period, what percentage re-entered care:
(1) within 12 months of a prior foster care episode?
(2) 12 months or more after a prior foster care episode?

Outcome 5—Reduce time in foster care to adoption

Outcome measure 5. 1—Of all children who exited foster care to a finalized adoption, what percentage exited care in the
Jollowing time periods?

(1) less than 12 months from the time of the latest removal from home

(2) at least 12 months but less than 24 months

(3) at least 24 months but less than 36 months

(4) at least 36 months but less than 48 months

(5) 48 or more months

Outcome 4 reflects the Department’s emphasis on timely reunification of children who are able to be
returned to their families. The results of the data analysis indicate that in 2003, States varied considerably
with regard to their success in achieving reunifications within 12 months of a child’s entry into foster care
(measure 4.1). Of the 51 States included in this analysis, the percent of reunifications that occurred within
12 months of a child’s entry into foster care ranged from 40.6 to 92.3, with a median of 72.0 percent. In
five States, less than 50 percent of the reunifications occurred within 12 months of entry into foster care; in
five other States, 85 percent or more of the reunifications occurred within 12 months of a child’s entry into
foster care. The assessment of change in performance on this measure included 43 States. Most of these
States did not change from 2000 to 2003 with regard to their performance on this measure (49 percent),
although almost one-third of the States showed improvement.

Understanding differences in State performance with regard to the timeliness of reunifications requires a
consideration of State statutes, policies, and practices that may affect performance. For example, some
States, either by law, policy, or practice, require the child welfare agency to maintain its placement and care
responsibilities for a period of time (usually between 3 to 6 months) after a child is physically reunified
with his or her family. Because this practice means that the child continues to be reported to AFCARS as
being in foster care, it affects performance on the outcome measure pertaining to time in foster care prior to
reunification.

Outcome 4 also addresses the Department’s emphasis that reunifications must occur in a manner that
promotes the “permanency” of the reunification and prevents children from re-entering foster care. The
findings reported in chapter III raise concerns about the permanency of reunifications occurring within 12
months of a child’s entry into foster care. One key finding is that 50 percent of the States exhibiting an
increase from 2000 to 2003 in the percentage of reunifications occurring within 12 months of entry into



foster care (measure 4.1) also exhibited an increase in the percentage of children entering foster care who
were re-entering within 12 months of a prior episode (measure 4.2). Only four States exhibited improved
performance on both measures (Arizona, Illinois, Tennessee, and Vermont). Another key finding is that in
2003, States with a relatively high percentage of reunifications occurring within 12 months of a child’s entry
into foster care also tended to have a relatively high percentage of entries into foster care of children re-
entering within 12 months of a prior foster care episode (Pearson’s » = 0.49). Taken together, these findings
suggest that some children are being reunified before sufficient changes have occurred in the family or the
child to prevent another removal episode and/or that insufficient post-reunification services were provided
to assist families in the reintegration process.

The findings reported in chapter III also indicate that the relationship between reunification and re-entry
reported in the prior paragraph may be particularly relevant for children who enter foster care as older
adolescents. In general, States with a relatively high percentage of children entering foster care who were age
16 or older tended to have a relatively high percentage of children entering foster care who were re-entering
within 12 months of a prior episode (Pearson’s 7 = 0.52). Almost all of the States with a high percentage of
children age 16 and older entering foster care are States in which children can enter foster care through the
juvenile justice system or through the courts as “children in need of supervision.” Because these children

do not enter foster care as victims of maltreatment, and therefore are viewed as not having safety concerns,
child welfare agencies may experience challenges in meeting their treatment needs.

Outcome 5 addresses the Department’s focus on expediting adoptions for those children who cannot be
returned to their families. States are generally less successful in achieving adoptions in a timely manner than
they are in achieving reunifications in a timely manner. In 2003, for the 47 States included in this analysis,
the percent of adoptions finalized within 24 months of a child’s entry into foster care ranged from 5.0 to
75.8, with a median of 23.9 percent. The percent of adoptions that were finalized after a child had been in
foster care for at least 48 months had a somewhat similar range (3.2 percent to 65.6 percent), and a similar
median (21.9 percent).

The analysis of change in performance on this measure from 2000 to 2003 included only 34 States. Many
States were excluded from the analysis because of data quality issues in the 2000 data. Although most

of these States corrected these issues in the 2003 data, it was not feasible to include them in the analysis

of change over time. A key finding with regard to the timeliness of adoptions is that 70 percent of these
States exhibited improved performance on this measure, and for many of these States, the improvement was
substantial. Only 18 percent of the 34 States exhibited a decline in performance on this measure.

How successful are States in achieving stable placements for children in foster care and
appropriate placements for young children?

It is the responsibility of a State child welfare agency to ensure that children are in stable placements while
they are in foster care. An additional agency responsibility is to ensure that children are in placements
appropriate to their age. For many young children (i.e., age 12 years or younger), an appropriate placement
is a family setting rather than a group home or institution. The Department established the following
outcomes and measures to assess State performance with regard to meeting these responsibilities.

Outcome 6—Increase placement stability

Outcome measure 6. 1—Of all children served during the reporting period who had been in foster care for the time
periods listed below, what percentage had no more than two placement settings during that time period?

(1) Less than 12 months from the time of latest removal from home

(2) At least 12 months but less than 24 months

(3) At least 24 months but less than 36 months

(4) At least 36 months but less than 48 months

(5) 48 or more months
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Outcome 7—Reduce placements of young children in group homes or institutions.

Outcome measure 7. 1—Of all children who entered foster care during the reporting period and were age 12 or younger
at the time of their most recent placement, what percentage was placed in a group home or institution?

The analysis of outcome measure 6.1 found that States were generally effective in achieving placement
stability for children in foster care for less than 12 months. In 2003, the median percent of children in
foster care for less than 12 months who experience two or fewer placement settings was 84.2. For 74
percent of the States, performance on this measure did not change substantively from 2000 to 2003,
primarily because most States were already at a high level of performance in 2000.

The analyses also found that children in foster care for at least 12 months but less than 24 months are less
likely to experience placement stability than children in foster care for less than 12 months. In 2003, the
median percent of children in foster care for at least 12 months but less than 24 months who experienced
two or fewer placement settings was 59.1, more than 25 percentage points less than the median performance
on placement stability for children in foster care for less than 12 months.

State child welfare agencies also are responsible for ensuring that children are placed in foster care settings
that are age-appropriate. For the 49 States included in this analysis, the percent of children entering foster
care in 2003 at age 12 or younger who were placed in a group home or institution ranged from 1.4 to 28.8,
with a median of 8.3 percent. Fifty-five percent of these States exhibited improvement on this measure
from 2000 to 2003. However, there are a few States that have not been successful in ensuring that young
children are not routinely placed in group homes or institutions. In six States, for example, 20 percent or
more of the children age 12 and younger who entered foster care in 2003 were placed in group homes or
institutions. In addition, 37 percent of the States exhibited a decline in performance on this measure from
2000 to 2003.

SUMMARY

Opverall, State performance with regard to keeping children safe generally improved from 2000 to 2003,
particularly with regard to maltreatment of children in foster care. However, the data indicate that greater
efforts are needed to ensure that child victims do not experience additional maltreatment, whether they are
in their own homes, in the home of a foster family, or in a group home or institution.

State performance with regard to achieving permanency for children was more variable than it was for
keeping children safe. The strongest area of improvement from 2000 to 2003 pertained to adoptions within
24 months of a child’s entry into foster care. Although the percentage of adoptions finalized within this
time period continues to be somewhat low (median = 23.9 percent), 70 percent of the States exhibited
improved performance on this measure.

Many States (33 percent) also improved with respect to achieving reunifications within 12 months of a
child’s entry into foster care. However, there is some indication that expediting reunifications may be
related to increased rates of re-entry, particularly for children who enter foster care as older adolescents.

States continued to experience challenges in 2003 with regard to achieving permanency for children who
enter foster care as adolescents (i.c., older than age 12). In the majority of States, the percentage of these
children exiting foster care who were discharged to a permanent home was substantially lower than the
percentage of all children exiting foster care who were discharged to a permanent home. Finally, in many
States, more than one-third of the children emancipated from foster care had entered foster care when they
were age 12 or younger; the median for this measure across States was close to 30 percent.

The findings regarding State performance pertaining to placement stability raise serious concerns about
children in foster care for 12 months or longer. Although most children in foster care for less than 12
months generally experience two or fewer placement settings, this is not true for children in foster care for at
least 12 months but less than 24 months.



Finally, in most States, the majority of young children entering foster care are placed in family settings rather
than in group homes or institutions. However, there is room for improvement in this area in several States.

The findings reported in Child Welfare Outcomes 2003: Annual Report to Congress suggest that, for the

most part, States are exhibiting improvements in achieving positive outcomes for children who come into
contact with public child welfare systems. However, there continue to be many areas in which additional
improvements are needed and some in which State performance is declining. As States complete their
program improvement plans resulting from the Departments first round of Child and Family Services
Reviews, the Department will be able to gather more specific information to identify the direction of change
and the strategies associated with positive change.






[. Introduction

Child Welfare Outcomes 2003: Annual Report to Congress (Report to Congress) is the sixth in a series of
annual reports prepared by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (the Department). The
Department is responsible for monitoring programs and services that address the needs of children and
families who come into contact with public child welfare systems. The Children’s Bureau, an agency within
the Department’s Administration for Children and Families, carries out these responsibilities and prepares
the Reports to Congress.

The Reports to Congress are prepared in accordance with section 479A of the Social Security Act, as
amended by the Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997. (Appendix A provides the specifications of
section 479A.) As indicated in section 479A, the primary purpose of the reports is . . . to assess the
performance of States in operating child protection and child welfare programs . . .” To achieve this
purpose, the Department consulted with State and local child welfare agency administrators, child advocacy
organizations, child welfare researchers, and other experts in the child welfare field to identify outcomes
and measures reflecting widely accepted performance objectives for child welfare practice. The Department
established the following national outcomes based on information from this consultation process:

* Outcome 1—Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect

¢ Outcome 2—Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care

* Outcome 3—Increase permanency for children in foster care

* Outcome 4—Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry
¢ Outcome 5—Reduce time in foster care to adoption

* Outcome 6—Increase placement stability

* Outcome 7—Reduce placements of young children in group homes or institutions

The Department developed 12 measures (presented in appendix B) to assess performance on these national
outcomes. The Report to Congress provides information about each State’s performance on each measure
in a given year.! To enhance interpretation of a State’s performance on the measures, the Report to Congress

includes the following context information for each State:

¢ 'The number and race/ethnicity of children (younger than age 18) in the State’s population.

* The number and characteristics (age, race/ethnicity, and type of maltreatment) of child maltreatment
victims (defined as children who are the subject of a substantiated or indicated maltreatment
allegation).?

* The number and characteristics (age and race/ethnicity) of children in foster care at the start of the
fiscal year and of children who entered and exited foster care during the fiscal year.?

¢ 'The median length of stay of children in foster care.

T The Report to Congress references particular years without a designation of calendar year or fiscal year for ease of reading. Some

of the data from the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System are based on calendar year data, while other data from that
system reflect fiscal year data. All data from the Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System are on a fiscal year basis.

Child Maltreatment 2003 provides the following definitions: (1) Substantiation refers to a type of investigation disposition that
concludes that the allegation of maltreatment or risk of maltreatment was supported or founded by State law or State policy; (2)
Indicated refers to an investigation disposition that concludes that maltreatment cannot be substantiated under State law or policy,
but there was reason to suspect that the child may have been maltreated or was at risk of maltreatment. This is applicable only to
States that distinguish between substantiated and indicated dispositions.

The term “foster care” as it is used in the Report to Congress refers to a variety of out-of-home placement settings, including foster

family homes, group homes, shelters, residential treatment facilities, and similar placements for children who are in the State’s
placement and care responsibility for a period of 24 hours or more.



* The number and characteristics (age and race/ethnicity) of children “waiting for adoption”.*
¢ The number and characteristics (age and race/ethnicity) of children for whom an adoption was finalized
during the fiscal year.

Data on the number and race/ethnicity of children in the State population come from the U.S. Census
Bureau, Current Population Survey. The data for the outcome measures and context information come
from the Department’s Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) and National
Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS). The specific NCANDS and AFCARS data elements

used for the Report to Congress are provided in appendix C.

The Report to Congress and the Child and Family Services Review

The Child and Family Services Review (CFSR) is the Department’s results-oriented, comprehensive
monitoring system, implemented in fiscal year 2001. The CFSR was developed in response to a mandate in
the Social Security Amendments of 1994 requiring the Department to promulgate regulations for reviews of
State child and family services programs under titles IV-B and IV-E of the Social Security Act.

Both the Report to Congtess and the CFSR are designed to assess State performance with regard to child
welfare practices and outcomes. However, they are separate activities within the Department and differ
with regard to the performance assessment process. One key difference is that information about State
performance in the Report to Congress comes only from NCANDS and AFCARS. In comparison,
information about State performance in the CFSR comes from a range of information sources in addition
to AFCARS and NCANDS. These additional sources include intensive case reviews, interviews and focus
groups with stakeholders in each State, and State self-assessment reports. Consequently, the CFSR provides
more comprehensive information about State performance than does the Report to Congress.

Despite their differences, the Report to Congress and the CESR share the following goals: (1) to inform
Congress, the Department, the States, and the public about State performance with regard to achieving
desired outcomes for children who come into contact with public child welfare systems; and (2) to identify
areas needing improvement so that targeted technical assistance can be provided to States. Appendix D
provides a listing and description of the training and technical assistance resource centers established by the
Department to provide this assistance.

To achieve these goals and connect the CFSR and the Report to Congress outcomes, the Department
adopted six of the Report to Congress outcome measures for use in the CFSR and established national
performance standards for these measures. These standards were used in the initial implementation of the
CFSR as part of the Department’s determination of a State’s substantial conformity with specific CFSR
outcomes. Additional information about the CFSR and the national standards established for the six
outcome measures is provided in appendices E (CFSR information) and F (national standards information).

Organization of the Report to Congress

Child Welfare Outcomes 2003: Annual Report to Congress provides data for each State on each of the 12
outcome measures and context variables. The report also presents and discusses key findings regarding
State performance on each of the outcomes and measures.” The specific focus of each subsequent chaprer is

described below.

4 There is no Federal definition of children waiting to be adopted. For analytical purposes, the Department has defined children

waiting to be adopted as children who have a goal of adoption and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. Children 16
years of age and older who have a goal of emancipation and whose parents have had their parental rights terminated are excluded
from this population. State definitions of children waiting for adoption may differ from the Department’s definition.

The term “State” in the Report to Congress includes Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia as well as the 50 States.
Consequently, up to 52 “States” may be included in the discussion of findings.



Chapter II: Achieving Safety-Related Outcomes. This chapter presents findings pertaining to (1) State
performance on the national outcomes related to children’s safety, and (2) the relationships between State
performance on these outcomes and the number and characteristics of State child maltreatment victims.®

Chapter III: Achieving Permanency-Related Outcomes for Children in Foster Care. This chapter
provides key findings regarding (1) State performance on the national outcomes related to achieving
permanency for children, and (2) the relationships between State performance on these outcomes and the
characteristics of State foster care populations.”

Chapter IV: Achieving Outcomes Related to Placement Stability and Appropriate Placements for
Young Children in Foster Care. This chapter reports key findings pertaining to State performance in
achieving placement stability for children in foster care and preventing the placement of young children in
group homes or institutions. The chapter also reports findings regarding the relationships between State
performance on these outcomes and the characteristics of State foster care populations.

Chapter V: State Performance on the Seven National Child Welfare Outcomes. This chapter provides
an overall discussion of the findings and their implications for understanding State performance with regard
to achieving the national outcomes.

Chapter VI: State Data Pages. This chapter presents the data pages for each State. The data pages also
include: (1) any comments submitted by a State regarding its data®, and (2) a Federal Comment section
providing a brief analysis of a State’s performance. Data are presented for 2000, 2001, 2002, and 2003.°

5 For purposes of the Report to Congress, a victim of child abuse or neglect is defined as a child for whom an allegation of abuse or

neglect has been substantiated or indicated by an investigation or assessment. This definition is from Child Maltreatment 2003.
For purposes of the Report to Congress, a child is considered to be in foster care if the child is under the care and placement
responsibility of the State or county child welfare agency for at least 24 hours.

Prior to publication of the Report to Congress, the Department disseminates each State’s data pages to State child welfare agency
administrators and data system managers. Based on this review, the State may resubmit data and/or provide formal comments to
clarify various aspects of the data. These comments are included in the report with the State’s data pages.

A decision was made to exclude 1999 data in this report because several States had substantive data quality issues in that year that
were corrected in 2000.






Achieving Safety-related Outcomes

A primary objective of State child welfare systems is to ensure that children who have been found to be
victims of abuse or neglect are protected from further abuse or neglect, whether they remain in their own
homes or are placed by the State child welfare agency in a foster care setting. The Department established
the following safety-related national outcomes and measures to assess State performance with regard to
protecting child victims from further abuse or neglect:

Outcome 1—Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect

Outcome measure 1.1—Of all children who were victims of substantiated or indicated child abuse and/or neglect
during the first 6 months of the reporting period, what percentage had another substantiated or indicated report within
a G-month period?°

Outcome 2 —Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care

Outcome measure 2. 1—Of all children who were in foster care during the reporting period, what percentage was the
subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment by a foster parent or facility staff member?

The Department established the following national standards for these outcome measures for use in its
national child welfare monitoring system, the Child and Family Services Review (CFSR). (Appendices E
and F provide additional information on the CFSR and the national standards.):

e Of all children who were victims of substantiated or indicated child abuse and/or neglect during the
first 6 months of the period under review, 6.1 percent or fewer children had another substantiated or
indicated report within 6 months of the first report.

* Of all children in foster care in the State during the period under review, 0.57 percent or fewer were
the subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment by a foster parent or facility staff member.

This chapter presents the following information:

e State performance in 2003 on the safety-related outcome measures."

e 'The change in State performance from 2000 to 2003 on the safety-related outcome measures.

¢ The relationship between State performance on the safety-related outcome measures and the number
and characteristics of child maltreatment victims.

For the most part, data reported in this chapter come from the Department’s National Child Abuse and
Neglect Data System (NCANDS). Through NCANDS, the Department collects and analyzes data on
children who come into contact with public child protective services (CPS) agencies as alleged victims
of child abuse or neglect. The Department prepares an annual report on NCANDS data entitled Child
Maltreatment. The highlights of findings from Child Maltreatment 2003 are presented in appendix G.

The number of States included in each analysis varies because NCANDS is a voluntary system and not all
States submit the relevant data to NCANDS. The primary data source for the Report to Congress safety-
related outcome measures is the NCANDS Child File. The Child File is a data file that States submit to
NCANDS on a periodic basis that contains detailed case information about children who are the subjects of

19" The Child File of the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System cannot track children from one year to the next. Therefore,
a 6-month time frame for maltreatment recurrence was established to ensure that the measure captured the actual incidence of
maltreatment recurrence rather than estimating the incidence. In addition, multiple research findings indicate that the highest
incidence of maltreatment recurrence tends to occur within 6 months of a prior incident. Therefore, the Department determined

that the 6-month time frame was sufficient to assess State performance in this area.

1 NCANDS data were collected and reported on a calendar year basis through 2002. Beginning in 2003, they were reported on a

Federal Fiscal Year basis (October | through September 30) to be consistent with AFCARS data.
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an investigation or assessment in response to a maltreatment allegation. The Child File includes only those
children for whom there has been a disposition (i.e., a “finding”) pertaining to the maltreatment allegation.
The Department has strongly encouraged participation in this data system and provides technical assistance
to States to assist them in collecting and reporting the relevant data. Participation in the NCANDS Child
File has increased considerably over the past 5 years; 45 States participated in the NCANDS Child File in
2003 compared to 29 States in 1999.

A comprehensive understanding of State performance on the safety-related outcome measures requires

a consideration of State statutes, policies, and practices pertaining to child maltreatment that may affect
performance. For example, with regard to maltreatment recurrence within a 6-month period (outcome
measure 1.1), in several States, it is a child welfare agency policy or an agency-wide practice that when a
maltreatment allegation is received on a family currently being served by the CPS system, the allegation is
referred to the current caseworker and/or supervisor for follow up rather than being referred for a formal
investigation or assessment. In this situation, information on the child who is the subject of the allegation
is not reported to the NCANDS Child File because there is no formal investigation or assessment of the
allegation and no formal disposition. Consequently, the allegation is not “counted” as a possible incident of
maltreatment recurrence.

In addition, some States have implemented an “alternative response” approach to maltreatment allegations.
In many of these States, maltreatment allegations that are determined to involve very low risks for child
safety are not formally investigated. Instead, the allegation is referred for a family assessment and no
disposition is reached regarding the validity of the maltreatment allegation. Because there is no disposition,
States do not submit an NCANDS Child File for the children who are the subject of allegations that

are referred for an alternative response. States that have implemented this approach may show declines

in the percentage of children experiencing maltreatment recurrence and may have lower incidences of
maltreatment recurrence than States that have not implemented an alternative response approach. Other
examples of the factors that may affect performance on the measure of maltreatment recurrence are State
definitions of child maltreatment and State requirements concerning the level of evidence necessary to
substantiate a maltreatment allegation.

The policies and practices pertaining to the types of information submitted to the NCANDS Child File also
may affect State performance regarding the percentage of children in foster care who are maltreated by their
foster parents or a facility staff member. For example, some States submit an NCANDS Child File for all
children who are found to be victims of maltreatment by a foster parent or facility staff member, even if the
child is not under the placement and care responsibility of the State child welfare system (e.g., the child is
in the mental health system, juvenile justice system, or in a private care facility such as a mental health or
substance abuse treatment facility). Although this is likely to involve only a small number of children, it
can affect the calculation of the measure. That is, for these States, the calculation of State performance on
the measure of maltreatment of children in foster care would include children in the numerator (number of
children maltreated by a foster parent or facility staff member) who are not in the denominator (number of
children in foster care during the reporting period).

The Department recently addressed this issue by instituting a system for identifying those child victims
reported to the NCANDS Child File who also are reported to AFCARS as being in foster care. However,
because in 2003, this system was not yet implemented by States in a consistent manner, for some States, the
percentage of children reported as maltreated while in foster care in 2003 continues to be affected by this issue.

Because of the potential effect of State statutes and policies on performance, this report presents the
findings regarding State performance in 2003 on the safety-related outcomes to depict the variation that
exists among States rather than to compare the performance of States. Information regarding the change
in performance on the outcome measures from 2000 to 2003 is provided to demonstrate the extent and
direction of change occurring within individual States.



STATE PERFORMANCE IN 2003 ON THE SAFETY-RELATED OUTCOME MEASURES

Table II-1 presents key findings regarding State performance in 2003 on the safety-related outcome
measures. In 2003, 45 States provided sufficient data for outcome measure 1.1, compared to only 34 States
in 2000; 41 States submitted sufficient data in 2003 for outcome measure 2.1, compared to only 30 States
in 2000.

Table II-1: State performance in 2003 on measures pertaining to outcome | (Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or
neglect) and outcome 2 (Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care)*

Performance Variables

Mean Median
Outcome Measures percent Percent

1.1: Percent of child victims experiencing a recurrence of child

maltreatment within a 6-month period (N=45 States) 2.1-14.4% 7.3% 7.1%
2.1: Percent of children in foster care who were victims of

maltreatment by a foster parent or facility staff member (N=41 0.02-1.53 0.44 0.39

States) ’ ’ ' ’

*The number of States identified for each measure reflects those that provided sufficient data to NCANDS to calculate the measure.

Figures II-1 and II-2 depict 2003 State performance on the safety-related measures. States not included
in figure II-1 are Alabama, Alaska, Georgia, North Dakota, Oregon, Wisconsin, and Puerto Rico. States
not included in figure II-2 are Alabama, Alaska, Connecticut, Georgia, Louisiana, New Hampshire, North
Dakota, Oregon, Tennessee, Wisconsin, and Puerto Rico.

As shown in Figure II-1, States varied in the percent of children experiencing maltreatment recurrence
within a 6-month period. At the low end, seven States had recurrence rates of 4.0 percent or less (Arizona,
Colorado, Delaware, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia). At the high end, eight States
had recurrence rates of 10 percent or more (Connecticut, lowa, Massachusetts, New York, Rhode Island,
South Dakota, Washington, and West Virginia).
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Figure 11-1. Range of State performance in 2003 on outcome measure 1.1:
Percent of children experiencing a maltreatment recurrence within a 6-month period (N=45)
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Figure II-2 indicates that States also varied with regard to the percent of children in foster care who were
maltreated by foster parents or facility staff members in 2003, although the percentages are quite small for
this measure. In five States, less than 0.10 percent of children in foster care were reported to NCANDS as
victims of maltreatment by a foster parent or facility staff member (Maine, Maryland, Nevada, Vermont,
and Wyoming). In four States, more than one percent of the children in foster care were reported to be
victims of maltreatment by a foster parent or facility staff member (Hawaii, Massachusetts, New Mexico,

and Rhode Island).

Percent
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Figure 11-2. Range in State performance in 2003 on outcome measure 2.1:
Percent of children in foster care who were victims of maltreatment by a foster parent or
facility staff member (N=41)

CHANGE IN STATE PERFORMANCE FROM 2000 TO 2003 ON THE SAFETY-RELATED
OUTCOME MEASURES

Change in State performance on a particular outcome measure was assessed by calculating the percent
change from 2000 to 2003."> Using a percent change calculation permits an assessment of the extent of
change occurring over time by taking into account the size of the percentages being compared. For example,
a change from 6 percent in 2000 to 7 percent in 2003 represents a change of only 1 percentage point;
however, it reflects a +16.7 percent change. In contrast, a change from 75 percent to 80 percent represents
a change of 5 percentage points, but only a +6.7 percent change. For purposes of the analyses presented in
this chapter, if the percent change in performance from 2000 to 2003 was less than 5.0 in either direction
(i.e., positive or negative), a determination was made that there was “no change” in performance. Because
the outcome measures are assessed using percentages, small fluctuations across years are to be expected.
Rather than identifying any percent change as a performance change, it was decided that a percent change
greater than 5.0 would be a practical indicator of actual performance change.

Table II-2 presents key findings regarding the change in State performance from 2000 to 2003 on measures
pertaining to children’s safety. The analyses included only those States that provided data for the measures
in both years. Because the outcomes assessed focus on the reduction of recurrence of child abuse and/or

12" Percent change is calculated by subtracting “old” data from “new” data, dividing by “old” data and multiplying by 100. For example, if
maltreatment recurrence was 9.2 in 2000 and 7.6 in 2003, the percent change would be [(7.6-9.2)/9.2] x 100 = -17.4 percent change.



neglect (outcome 1) and the reduction of the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care (outcome
2), a negative percent change represents an improvement in performance while a positive percent change
represents a performance decline.

Table II-2: Number and percent of States exhibiting improvement, decline, or no change in performance from 2000 to 2003
with regard to safety-related outcome measures*

Change in Performance from 2000 to 2003

Improved Declined No change in

performance performance performance
(number and percent (number and percent (number and percent
Outcome Measures of States) of States) of States)

Measure 1.1: Percent of child victims
experiencing a recurrence of child maltreatment 18 (53%) 10 29%) 6 (18%)
within a 6-month period (N=34 States)

Measure 2.1: Percent of children in foster care
who were victims of maltreatment by a foster 19 (73%) 5(19%) 2 (8%)
parent or facility staff member (N=26 States)

*The number of States for each measure (N) includes those States that submitted sufficient data to calculate the measure in both 2000 and 2003.

Figures I1-3 and II-4 depict the extent of change of individual States in performance on these safety-related
measures. States excluded from Figure II-3 are Alabama, Alaska, Colorado, District of Columbia, Georgia,
Idaho, Maryland, Mississippi, Nevada, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Puerto Rico, South Carolina,

South Dakota, Tennessee, Virginia, and Wisconsin. States excluded from figure II-4 are Alabama, Alaska,
California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Georgia, Idaho, Louisiana, Maryland,
Mississippi, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Puerto Rico, South
Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, and Wisconsin.

As shown in Figure II-3, four States had more than a -25.0 percent change on the measure of maltreatment
recurrence, reflecting a substantial performance improvement (Arizona, Montana, New Hampshire, and
Vermont). In contrast, four States had at least a +40.0 percent change, reflecting a considerable decline in
performance (Maine, Michigan, Missouri, and West Virginia).
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Figure 11-3. Percent change from 2000 to 2003 in State performance on outcome measure 1.1:
Percent of children experiencing a maltreatment recurrence within a 6-month period (N = 34)
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Similar results were found for the measure of maltreatment of children in foster care. As shown in figure II-4,
there was a substantial improvement in performance in four States (Arizona, New Jersey, Vermont, and
Wyoming) and a substantial decline in performance in four States (Arkansas, Florida, Minnesota, and
Nebraska). However, because most of the percentages for this measure are less than 1.0, differences in
percentage points that are quite small can result in a fairly large percent change.
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Figure 11-4. Percent change from 2000 to 2003 in State performance on outcome measure 2.1:
Percent of children in foster care who were victims of maltreatment by a foster parent or facility staff member (N = 26)

RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN STATE PERFORMANCE ON SAFETY-RELATED OUTCOME
MEASURES AND THE NUMBER AND CHARACTERISTICS OF CHILD VICTIMS

Analyses were conducted to examine the relationships between State performance in 2003 on the safety-
related outcome measures and the following:

Child maltreatment victim rates

Age of child victims
* Race/ethnicity of child victims
* Types of maltreatment experienced by child victims

Child maltreatment victim rates

A State’s child maltreatment victim rate is the number of child victims per 1,000 children in the State’s
population, with “victim” defined as a child reported to NCANDS who is the subject of a substantiated or
indicated maltreatment allegation.”™ In 2003, child victim rates varied considerably across States, from 1.6
in Pennsylvania' to 42.2 in Alaska, with a median of 10.6. In seven States, there were fewer than five child
victims per 1,000 children in the population (Arizona, Idaho, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Virginia, and Washington). In contrast, in six States, there were more than 20 child victims per 1,000
children in the population (Alaska, District of Columbia, Florida, Massachusetts, South Dakota, and West
Virginia); in two of these six States (Alaska and Florida), there were more than 35 child victims per 1,000
children in the population.

3 A child who is the subject of more than one substantiated or indicated maltreatment allegation may be counted more than once.

14 Pennsylvania’s low victim rate is due to the fact that reports of child neglect (unless determined to be “severe”) are not handled by
the child protective services system. Therefore, the State does not report child neglect to NCANDS unless it is severe neglect.



A relationship was found between State victim rates in 2003 and the percent of maltreatment recurrence within
a 6-month period in 2003 (Pearson’s r = 0.63). As shown in Figure II-5, States with a relatively high percent of
maltreatment recurrence within a 6-month period also tended to have a relatively high child victim rate. States
not included in figure II-5 are Alabama, Alaska, Georgia, North Dakota, Oregon, Puerto Rico, and Wisconsin.

An additional finding was that 23 (82 percent) of the 28 States that exhibited a change (either positive or
negative) from 2000 to 2003 in performance on the measure of maltreatment recurrence also exhibited a
change in the child victim rate in the same direction. That is, if the maltreatment recurrence percentage
increased, the victim rate also increased and vice versa. The relationship between victim rates and
maltreatment recurrence is discussed further in chapter V.

I 9% Maltreatment recurrence I Child victim rate

40 40
35 35
30 30

[a]

2

&

2% 5 2

)

% 3

g 20 20 2

K 7

)

| 2

N

2

o

e

3 %, o‘g e

5) ¥ o q’sﬁe'c,\ SN " @ @ \M)\ SN *-\\)"@ S %@%'l‘bié@o‘&
e N @™ ™ . c“' Q\ S TN <~\~“ AP SRNENE
TOF U T e R Q¢ AT SO NS
S S
S < & <~ & S

&

Figure 11-5. State performance in 2003: The relationship between the percentage of children experiencing a
maltreatment recurrence within a 6-month period and the State child victim rate (r = 0.63)



Child maltreatment victim characteristics

Table II-3 presents information pertaining to the age, type of maltreatment experienced, and race/ethnicity
of child maltreatment victims. As shown in the table, the characteristics of child victims varied across States.

Table II-3: Characteristics of child victims in 2003

Percent range Median percent
Characteristics of Child Victims across States across States
Age of children at time of maltreatment report
Not yet 1 year old 5.4-16.0 % 9.7 %
At least 1 but not yet 6 years old 20.2-37.2 30.9
At least 6 years old, but not yet 11 years old 24.1-315 27.6
At least 11 years old, but not yet 16 years old 18.3-37.6 24.7
At least 16 years old 3.2-121 53
Type of maltreatment experienced*
Neglect (not medical neglect) 39-904 64.8
Physical abuse 3.1-59.1 20.8
Psychological/emotional abuse 0-58.0 2.5
Sexual abuse 3.0-57.2 9.3
Medical neglect 0-125 2.0
Other 0-88.2 0.1
Children's race/ethnicity
Alaska Native/American Indian <0.1-46.8 0.3
Asian <0.1-115 0.5
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander <0.1-19.8 0.1
Black (non-Hispanic) 0.8-55.9 15.5
Hispanic (of any race) 0.3-46.6 4.7
White (non-Hispanic) 0.4-94.6 53.2
Multiple Races <0.1-26.2 1.2

* Variations in types of maltreatment experienced may be attributed to differences in State definitions of maltreatment. For example, in some
States but not others, psychological or emotional abuse is included in the State definition of child abuse and neglect.

The following relationships were found between State variation in the characteristics of child victims and
State performance on the safety-related outcome measures:

e States with a relatively high percentage of children who were victims of sexual abuse tended to have
a relatively low percentage of maltreatment recurrence within a 6-month period and vice versa
(Pearson’s r = -0.40).

e States with a relatively high percentage of children who were victims of neglect tended to have
a relatively high percentage of maltreatment recurrence within a 6-month period and vice versa
(Pearson’s r = 0.40).

No relationships were found between State performance on the safety-related outcome measures and

State variation with regard to the age of child victims. Also, no relationships were found between State
performance on the safety-related outcome measures and State variation with regard to the race/ethnicity of
child victims. However, in many States, the percentage of children of color in the child victim population
was considerably higher than their percentage in the State’s child population. The differences were
particularly large for Black children and Alaska Native/American Indian children. Specific information

regarding these differences is presented in table II-4.



Table II-4: The relationships between the race/ethnicity of child victims in 2003 and the race/ethnicity of children in the
State’s child population in 2003 (N = 50 States*)

Race/Ethnicity of Children

Alaska Native/
American
Relationship** Hispanic Black Indian

Number and percent of States in which the percent of
child victims exceeded the percent of children in the 9 (18%) 0 41 (82%) 21 (42%)
State's population

Number and percent of States in which the percent
of child victims was about equal to the percent of 27 (54%) 40 (80%) 9(18%) 10 20%)
children in the State's population

Number and percent of States in which the percent of

child victims was less than the percent of children in 14 (28%) 10 (20%) 0 19 (38%)
the State's population
Total 50 (100%) 50 (100%) 50 (100%) 50 (100%)

*Data are not available for Puerto Rico or Pennsylvania. Pennsylvania is not included because State law does not permit reporting of the race/
ethnicity of child victims. Puerto Rico does not submit these data to NCANDS.

** The following approach was used to determine the nature of the relationship: A determination of “Exceeded” was made if the percent of
child victims of a particular race/ethnicity was at least 1.3 times the percent in the State’s child population. A determination of “less-than" was
made if the percent of child victims of a particular race/ethnicity was less than 0.7 times the percent in the State's child population.

The following findings indicate that the over-representation of a particular race/ethnicity in the child victim
population in 2003 was quite large in some States:

* In Connecticut, Massachusetts, Minnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota the percent of child
victims who were Hispanic was at least twice the percent of Hispanic children in the population.

* In Minnesota, Nebraska, Oregon, and Washington, the percent of child victims who were Native
American was more than four times the percent of Native American children in the population.

* In Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming, the percent of Black child victims was
more than three times the percent of Black children in the State population.

It has been a consistent finding in the Reports to Congress and in the research field that Black children and
Alaska Native/American Indian children are over-represented in the child victim population in many States and
White children are under-represented in the child victim populations in all States. The causes and implications
of both the over-representation and the under-representation are not clearly understood at this time.






Achieving Permanency-related Outcomes

for Children in Foster Care

The Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA) of 1997 emphasized permanency as a primary goal for children
in foster care and provided guidelines for achieving this goal in a timely manner. A key concern addressed
by ASFA is that too many children “grow up” in foster care. That is, they spend too many of their formative
years in a foster care placement rather than in a permanent home. Federal law and policy direct that, if it

is necessary to remove children from their homes, concerted efforts must be made either to return them to
their families quickly and safely or to quickly find another permanent home for them.

A child in foster care is determined to have achieved permanency when any of the following occurs: (1) the
child is discharged from foster care to a reunification with his or her family, either a parent or other relative;
(2) the child is discharged from foster care to a legally finalized adoption; or (3) the child is discharged from
foster care to the care of a legal guardian. The Department established the following national outcomes and
measures to assess State performance with regard to achieving permanency for children in foster care:

Outcome 3—Increase permanency for children in foster care

Outcome measure 3.1—Of all children who exited foster care during the reporting period, what percentage left either to
reunification, adoption, or legal guardianship?

Outcome measure 3.2—Of all children who exited foster care and were identified as having a diagnosed disability,
what percentage left either to reunification, adoption, or legal guardianship?

Outcome measure 3.3—Of all children who exited foster care and were older than age 12 ar the time of their most
recent entry into foster care, what percentage left either to reunification, adoption, or legal guardianship?

Outcome measure 3.4—Of all children who exited foster care to emancipation, what percentage was age 12 or
younger ar the time of entry into foster care?

Outcome measure 3.5—Of all children who exited foster care, what percentage by raciallethnic category left either
to reunification, adoption, or legal guardianship?

Outcome 4—Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry

Outcome measure 4. 1—Of all children who were reunified with their parents or caretakers at the time of discharge from
Joster care, what percentage was reunified in the following time periods?

(1) less than 12 months

(2) at least 12 months but less than 24 months

(3) at least 24 months but less than 36 months

(4) at least 36 months but less than 48 months

(5) 48 or more months

Outcome measure 4.2—Of all children who entered foster care during the reporting period, what percentage
re-entered care:

(1) within 12 months of a prior foster care episode?

(2) 12 months or more after a prior foster care episode?
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Outcome 5—Reduce time in foster care to adoption

Outcome measure 5. 1—Of all children who exited foster care to a finalized adoption, what percentage exited care in the
Jollowing time periods?

(1) less than 12 months from the time of the latest removal from home

(2) at least 12 months but less than 24 months

(3) at least 24 months but less than 36 months

(4) at least 36 months but less than 48 months

(5) 48 or more months

The Department also adopted parts of outcome measures 4.1, 4.2, and 5.1 for the Child and Family
Services Review (CFSR) and established national standards for these measures. The standards were used as
part of the assessment of a State’s substantial conformity with particular CFSR outcomes. (See appendices E

and F for more information on the CFSR and the national standards.) The following are the measures and
standards adopted for the CFSR:

* Of all children who were reunified with their parents or caretakers at the time of discharge from foster
care, /6.2 percent or more were reunified in less than 12 months from the time of the latest removal
from home (adopted from outcome measure 4.1).

* Of all children who entered foster care during the reporting period, 8.6 percent or less re-entered foster
care within 12 months of a prior foster care episode (adopted from outcome measure 4.2).

¢ Of all children who exited foster care to a finalized adoption, 32 percent or more exited foster care in less

than 24 months from the time of the latest removal from home (adopted from outcome measure 5.1).

This chapter provides the following information:

* State performance in 2003 on the permanency-related outcome measures.

¢ The change in State performance from 2000 to 2003 on select permanency-related outcome
measures.

* 'The relationship between State performance in 2003 on permanency-related outcome measures and
the number and characteristics of children in foster care.

The data reported in this chapter are from the Federal Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting
System (AFCARS). AFCARS is the Department’s national system for collecting, analyzing, and reporting
darta on children who are served by State and local foster care systems." The annual AFCARS report for
2003 is presented in appendix H.

The number of States varies for the findings presented in this chapter. States were excluded from an analysis
if they did not report the necessary data or if there were substantial data quality issues in a given year, usually
related to missing data or data discrepancies.'

Understanding State performance on the permanency-related outcome measures requires a consideration of
State statutes, policies, and practices that may affect performance. For example, some States, by law, policy,
or practice, require the child welfare agency to maintain its placement and care responsibilities for a period
of time (usually between 3 to 6 months) after a child is physically reunified with his or her family. The fact
that these children continue to be reported to AFCARS as being in foster care affects State performance on
the outcome measure pertaining to time in foster care prior to reunification.

5 The term “foster care” as it is used in the Report to Congress refers to a variety of out-of-home placement settings, including foster
family homes, group homes, shelters, residential treatment facilities, and similar placements for children who are in the State’s

placement and care responsibility for a period of 24 hours or more.

16 States were excluded from several analyses if 15 percent or more of the exits from foster care did not have “reason for discharge”

information. States also were excluded from the analysis of performance regarding the timeliness of adoptions (outcome measure
5.1) if there was a substantial discrepancy between the number of finalized adoptions submitted to the AFCARS Adoption file and
the number of children reported to the AFCARS foster care file as exiting foster care with a discharge reason of adoption.



Because of the potential effect of State statutes and policies on performance on the outcome measures, the
information regarding State performance in 2003 on the permanency-related outcome measures is provided
to demonstrate the variation across States rather than to compare performance among States. Information
regarding the change in performance from 2000 to 2003 is presented to depict the extent of change in

performance for individual States.
STATE PERFORMANCE IN 2003 ON PERMANENCY-RELATED OUTCOME MEASURES

Achieving permanency

Outcome 3 (increase permanency for children in foster care) targets State performance in achieving
permanency for children exiting foster care, with permanency defined as reunification (including living

with relative), adoption, or legal guardianship. Under AFCARS, children exiting foster care who are not
discharged to a permanent home may exit for the following reasons: (1) Emancipation; (2) Transfer to Other
Agency, or (3) Death. The latter category is a fairly rare occurrence.

Table ITI-1 presents key findings with regard to State performance in 2003 on the permanency-related
measures developed for outcome 3.

Table llI-1: State performance in 2003 on the permanency-related measures pertaining to outcome 3—increase
permanency for children in foster care*

Performance Variables

Mean Median
Outcome Measures Range percent percent

Measure 3.1: Percent of all children exiting foster care who were discharged to
a permanent home** (N=51 States) 71.9-96.1% 85.9% 86.3%

Measure 3.2: Percent of all children with a diagnosed disability exiting foster
care who were discharged to a permanent home (N=48 States) 36.4-96.5 776 795

Measure 3.3: Percent of all children exiting foster care who entered foster care
when they were older than age 12 who were discharged to a permanent 37.8-90.9 71.2 722
home (N=48 States)

Measure 3.4: Percent of all children who were emancipated from foster care
who entered foster care when they were age 12 or younger (N=52 States) 51-65.1 292 296

Measure 3.5a: Percent of all White (non-Hispanic) children exiting foster care
who were discharged to a permanent home (N=50 States) *** 69.2-94.1 85.7 85.7

Measure 3.5b: Percent of all Black (non-Hispanic) children exiting foster care
who were discharged to a permanent home (N=36 States)*** 68.1-94.9 84.4 85.6

Measure 3.5¢: Percent of all Hispanic children exiting foster care who were
discharged to a permanent home (N=15 States)*** 824-959 88.4 873

Measure 3.5d: Percent of all Alaska Native/American Indian children exiting
foster care who were discharged to a permanent home (N=7 States)*** 69.0-92.4 80.7 82.0

*The number of States (N) varies because States were excluded if the reason for discharge was missing for at least 15 percent of the children
exiting foster care.

**A discharge to a permanent home is a discharge to reunification (including living with relative), adoption, or guardianship.

*** The number of States for this measure includes only those in which at least 10 percent of the exits from foster care were of the particular
race/ethnicity identified in the measure—i.e., White (non-Hispanic), Black (non-Hispanic), Hispanic, or Alaska Native/American Indian.
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As shown in table III-1, the median percentage across States for outcome measure 3.1 was 86.3, and the
lowest percentage for any State was 71.9. Figure III-1 demonstrates the narrow range across States regarding
performance on this measure (Mississippi is excluded from the figure).
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Figure 111-1. Range of State performance in FY 2003 on outcome measure 3.1:
Percent of children exiting foster care who were discharged to a permanent home (N =51)

These findings indicate that most children exiting foster care in 2003 were discharged to a permanent home.
The discharge reason for most of these children was either adoption or reunification. There were only

four States in which guardianship accounted for 10 percent or more of the exits to permanency (Arizona,
Hawaii, Missouri, and North Carolina). In six States, no child was reported as discharged from foster care

to guardianship (Alabama, New Jersey, New York, Puerto Rico, Texas, and Virginia).

The data in table III-1 also indicate that although States were generally effective in 2003 in achieving
permanency for children exiting foster care, they were less effective in achieving permanency when the
children exiting foster care had a diagnosed disability (outcome measures 3.2) or were older than age
12 when they entered foster care (outcome measure 3.3). The median percents for these measures are
substantially lower than they are for outcome measure 3.1.

Figure I1I-2 depicts the range in State performance for outcome measure 3.4—the percentage of children
who emancipated from foster care in 2003 and who entered foster care when they were age 12 or younger.
For one-half of the States, at least 30 percent of the children emancipated from foster care were age 12 or
younger when they entered foster care. In 10 States, more than 40 percent of the children exiting foster care
due to emancipation were age 12 or younger when they entered foster care.
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Figure 11I-2. Range of State performance in FY 2003 on outcome measure 3.4:
Percent of children emancipated from foster care who were age 12 or younger when they
entered foster care (N = 52)

With respect to outcome measure 3.5 (discharges to permanency of children of different races/ ethnicity),
for most States for which the analyses applied, there was little difference between the percentages of children
of different races/ethnicity who were discharged to a permanent home in 2003."7 In these States, Black
children, White children, Hispanic children, and Alaska Native/American Indian children exiting foster
care were equally likely to exit to a permanent home. However, there were a few States in which achieving
permanency appeared to vary as a function of the race/ethnicity of the child. These findings are presented
below for the States included in the analyses.

e Exits to permanency for White (non-Hispanic) children compared ro Black (non-Hispanic) children

(N= 36 States): In seven of the 36 States, the percent of White (non-Hispanic) children exiting foster
care who were discharged to a permanent home was at least five percentage points higher than the
percent of Black (non-Hispanic) children exiting foster care who were discharged to a permanent
home (Alabama, California, Illinois, Kentucky, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Virginia).

Exits to permanency for White (non-Hispanic) children compared to Hispanic children (N = 15 States).

In one of the 15 States, the percent of White (non-Hispanic) children exiting foster care who were

discharged to a permanent home was at least five percentage points higher than the percent of Hispanic
children exiting foster care who were discharged to a permanent home (New York). In comparison,
in two of the 15 States, the percent of White (non- Hispanic) children exiting foster care who were
discharged to a permanent home was at least five percentage points lower than the percent of Hispanic
children exiting foster care who were discharged to a permanent home (Nevada and Oregon).

o Exits to permanency of Alaska Native/American Indian children compared to White (non-Hispanic)
children (N = 7 States). In two of the seven States, the percent of White (non-Hispanic) children
exiting foster care who were discharged to a permanent home was considerably larger than the

7 Comparisons with regard to exits to permanency for children of different races/ethnicity included only those States in which at least
10 percent of the exits from foster care were children of a particular race/ethnicity. As a result, comparisons involving Asian or
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander children were not possible because there was only one State in which at least 10 percent of
the exiting population were in either of those groups.
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percent of Alaska Native/American Indian children exiting foster care who were discharged to a
permanent home (in New Mexico, there was a difference of 22 percentage points; in Oklahoma, there
was a difference of 11.5 percentage points).

e Exits to permanency of Black (non-Hispanic) children compared to Hispanic children (N=9 States). In
two of the nine States, the percent of Hispanic children exiting foster care who were discharged to a
permanent home was at least five percentage points higher than the percent of Black (non-Hispanic)
children exiting foster care who were discharged to a permanent home (California and Nevada).

Achieving permanency in a timely manner

While outcome 3 assesses a State’s effectiveness in achieving permanency for children in foster care, outcome
4 (Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry) and outcome 5 (Reduce time in
foster care to adoption) assess a State’s effectiveness in achieving permanency in a timely manner. Table II1-2
presents State performance in 2003 on key measures relevant to these outcomes.

Table 1lI-2: State performance in 2003 on the measures pertaining to outcome 4 (reduce time in foster care to reunification
without increasing re-entry) and outcome 5 (reduce time in foster care to adoption)*

Performance Variables

Mean Median
Outcome Measures Range percent percent

Measure 4.1a: Percent of children discharged to reunification who were
reunified within 12 months of entry into foster care (N=51 States) 40.6-92.3% 69.5% 72.0%

Measure 4.1b: Percent of children discharged to reunification who were in
foster care for at least 36 months before reunification (N=51 States) 05-16.4 5.0 35

Measure 4.2: Percent of children entering foster care who were re-entering
within 12 months of a prior foster care episode (N=52 States) 0.7-26.4 10.7 95

Measure 5.1a: Percent of children discharged to adoption within 24 months
of entry into foster care (N=47 States) 5.0-75.8 272 23.9

Measure 5.1b: Percent of children discharged to adoption who were in foster
care for at least 48 months before the adoption (N=47 States) 3.2-65.6 258 21.9

* The number of States (N) included in the analyses for each measure varies because States were excluded if at least 15 percent of the exits
from foster care did not have a discharge reason or if there were other substantive data quality issues.

Figure III-3 depicts the range in State performance in 2003 for the percentage of reunifications occurring within
12 months of a child’s entry into foster care (outcome measure 4.1). The figure does not include Mississippi. In
five States, less than 50 percent of the reunifications occurred within 12 months of entry into foster care
(Kansas, Maine, Maryland, Michigan, and Nebraska). In contrast, in five States, 85 percent or more of the
reunifications occurred within 12 months of a child’s entry into foster care (Arizona, Arkansas, Delaware,
Minnesota, and New Mexico).

The data in table III-2 also indicate that the vast majority of children who exited foster care to reunification
were in foster care for less than 36 months. There were only five States in which more than 10 percent of
the children discharged to reunification were in foster care for at least 36 months prior to the reunification
(District of Columbia, Illinois, Maryland, Nebraska, and New York).

Figure I1I-4 demonstrates the variation in State performance in 2003 concerning the percentage of children
entering foster care who were re-entering within 12 months of a prior episode. At the low end, there were
eight States in which less than 5 percent of the children entering foster care were re-entering within 12 months
of a prior episode (Kansas, Maine, Michigan, Nevada, North Carolina, Puerto Rico, Texas, and Wyoming). At
the high end, in six States, at least 20 percent of the children entering foster care were re-entering within 12
months of a prior episode (Delaware, Iowa, Minnesota, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Wisconsin).
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Figure 11I-3. Range of State performance in FY 2003 on outcome measure 4.1:
Percent of reunifications that occurred within 12 months of the child's entry into foster care (N=51)
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Figure 111-4. Range of State performance in FY 2003 on outcome measure 4.2:
Percent of children entering foster care who were re-entering within 12 months of a prior foster care episode (N=52)

A key finding regarding State performance in 2003 on outcome 4 (Reduce time in foster care to
reunification without increasing re-entry) is that States with a relatively high percentage of children entering
foster care who were re-entering within 12 months of a prior episode (measure 4.2) also tended to have a
relatively high percentage of reunifications occurring within 12 months of a child’s entry into foster care
(measure 4.1) (Pearson’s 7 = 0.49). This relationship is depicted in figure III-5.
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Figure 1lI-5. State performance in FY 2003: The relationship between State performance with regard to
reunifications occurring within 12 months and State performance with regard to re-entries occurring within
12 months (r=0.49) (N=52)

The range in State performance in 2003 concerning the percent of adoptions occurring within 24 months
of a child’s entry into foster care is presented in figure ITI-6. The figure does not include the States of
Maine, Mississippi, North Dakota, Puerto Rico, and Wisconsin. In four States, more than 50 percent of the
children adopted had been in foster care for less than 24 months (Colorado, lowa, Rhode Island, and Utah).
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Figure 111-6. State performance in FY 2003 on outcome measure 5.1:
Percent of adoptions that occurred within 24 months of a child's entry into foster care (N=47)
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In comparison, in six States, less than 15 percent of the children adopted in 2003 had been in foster care for
less than 24 months (Connecticut, District of Columbia, Illinois, New York, Oregon, and Tennessee).

A key finding regarding State performance in 2003 with regard to outcome 5 (Reduce time in foster care

to adoption) was that States that had a relatively high percentage of children adopted within 24 months

of entry into foster care tended to have a relatively low percentage of children adopted who were in foster
care for at least 48 months (Pearson’s 7 = -0.79). This relationship is depicted in figure III-7. Because the
measure specifies two other possible time frames for an adoption to occur, i.e., (1) in at least 24 months but
less than 36 months, and (2) in at least 36 months, but less than 48 months, an increase in adoptions within
24 months will not result automatically in a decrease in adoptions within 48 months. In fact, as shown by
the correlation, in several States, this relationship did not occur.

—&—  Adoptions after 48 months in foster care ——m— Adoptions in less than 24 months from entry into foster care
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Figure 11I-7. State performance in FY 2003 on outcome measure 5.1:
Comparison of percent of adoptions occuring within 24 months of a child's entry into foster care and percent
occurring after a child was in foster care for 48 or more months (N = 47)

CHANGE IN STATE PERFORMANCE FROM 2000 TO 2003 ON THE PERMANENCY-
RELATED OUTCOME MEASURES

Changes in State performance were assessed by calculating the percent change from 2000 to 2003."8 If the
percent change resulting from the calculation was less than 5.0 in either direction (i.c., positive or negative),
a determination was made of “no change” in performance.

Table I1I-3 presents findings regarding the change in State performance from 2000 to 2003 on key measures
pertaining to achieving permanency for children in foster care. The analyses included only those States that
provided data for a measure in both years. Because of the wording of the outcome measures, for measures
3.1,3.2,3.3,4.1 and 5.1, a positive percent change reflects an improvement in performance. In contrast,
for measures 3.4 and 4.2, a positive percent change reflects a decline in performance.

18 Change in performance across years was assessed by calculating the percent change. This is calculated by subtracting “old” data
from “new” data, dividing by “old” data and multiplying by 100. Therefore, if reunification within 12 months was 67 percent
in 2000, and 73 percent in 2003, the percent change would be: 73 (new 2003 measure) — 67 (old 2000 measure) /67 (old 2000
measure) times 100 (for percent) = +8.96 percent change.
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Table IlI-3: Number and percent of States exhibiting improvement, decline, or no change in performance from 2000 to 2003
with regard to selected permanency-related outcome measures*

Change in Performance from 2000 to 2003

No change in

Improved performance Declined performance performance
(number and percent  (number and percent  (number and percent
Outcome Measures of States) of States) of States)

Measure 3.1: Percent of all children exiting
foster care who were discharged to a 11 (26%) 3 (7%) 29 (67%)
permanent home (N=43 States)

Measure 3.2: Percent of all children with a
diagnosed disability exiting foster care who 9 (24%) 15 (41%) 13 (35%)
were discharged to a permanent home
(N=37 States)

Measure 3.3: Percent of all children who
entered foster care when they were older 12 31% 8 (21% 19 (49%
than age 12 who were discharged to a § ) ( ) § 2
permanent home (N=39 States)

Measure 3.4: Percent of all children
emancipated from foster care who entered 16 (34%) 24 (51%) 7 (15%)
foster care when they were age 12 or
younger (N=47 States)

Measure 4.1: Percent of all children discharged
to reunification who were reunified within 14 (32%) 8 (19%) 21 (49%)
12 months of entry into foster care (N=43
States)

Measure 4.2: Percent of all children entering
foster care who were re-entering within 12 17 (37%) 18 (39%) 11 (24%)
months of a prior foster care episode (N=46
States)

Measure 5.1: Percent of all children discharged
to adoption who were adopted within 24 24 (70%) 6 (18%) 4(12%)
months of entry into foster care (N=34
States)

*States were excluded if there were substantial data quality issues in either 2000 or 2003.

The following are noteworthy findings pertaining to a change in performance relevant to outcome 3—
increase permanency for children in foster care:

¢ For 67 percent of the States, there was “no change” from 2000 to 2003 in the percentage of children
exiting foster care who were discharged to a permanent home (outcome measure 3.1). This is not
unexpected because most States performed at a very high level on this measure in 2000.

* For 49 percent of the States, there was no change in the percentage of children discharged to a
permanent home who were older than age 12 when they entered foster care (outcome measure 3.3).

* For 41 percent of the States, there was a decline in performance regarding the percentage of children
with a diagnosed disability who were discharged to a permanent home (outcome measure 3.2).

* For 51 percent of the States, there was a decline in performance regarding the percentage of children
emancipated from foster care who were age 12 or younger when they entered foster care (outcome
measure 3.4). The data presented in figure I1I-8 indicate that performance decline (represented by

a positive percent change) on this measure was extensive for several States. Figure I1I-8 does not

include Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, and Puerto Rico.
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Figure 111-8. Percent change from FY 2000 to FY 2003 in State performance on outcome measure 3.4:

Percent of children emancipated from foster care who were age 12 or younger when they entered foster care (N=47)

Key findings pertaining to a change in performance with regard to outcome 4 (reduce time in foster care
to reunification without increasing re-entry) and outcome 5 (reduce time in foster care to adoption) are
presented below:

Most of the 47 States included in the analysis of change in performance on outcome measure 4.1
either improved performance on the percentage of reunifications occurring within 12 months of a
child’s entry into foster care (32 percent) or did not change in their performance on this measure (49
percent); only 19 percent of the States exhibited a decline in performance on this measure. Figure
III-9 demonstrates the extent of change on this measure. The figure does not include Alaska, Maine,
Massachusetts, Mississippi, Nebraska, Nevada, Texas, West Virginia, or Puerto Rico.

For 39 percent of the 46 States included in the analysis of change in performance on outcome
measure 4.2, there was a decline in performance regarding the percentage of children entering foster
care who were re-entering within 12 months of a prior episode. Figure III-10 depicts the extent

of change on this measure. This figure excludes the District of Columbia, Mississippi, Nebraska,
Nevada, West Virginia, and Puerto Rico.

For 70 percent of the 34 States included in the analysis of change in performance on outcome
measure 5.1, there was an improvement in performance on the measure of adoptions occurring
within 24 months of a child’s entry into foster care. As shown in figure III-11, for many of these
States, the extent of improvement was substantial. This figure excludes Alabama, Arkansas, Colorado,
District of Columbia, Kansas, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Mississippi, Nebraska, Nevada,
New Mexico, Puerto Rico, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Texas, West Virginia, and Wisconsin. The

majority of exclusions are due to data quality issues in 2000.
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Figure 111-10. Percent change from FY 2000 to FY 2003 in State performance on outcome measure 4.2:
Percent of children entering foster care who were re-entering within 12 months of a prior episode (N= 46)

RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN STATE PERFORMANCE ON PERMANENCY-RELATED
OUTCOME MEASURES AND THE NUMBER AND CHARACTERISTICS OF STATE FOSTER

CARE POPULATIONS
The following sections present findings pertaining to the relationships between State performance on the

permanency-related outcome measures and the following:

¢ Poster care entry rate
¢ Age of children at entry into foster care
* Race/ethnicity of children in foster care

Foster care entry rate

A State’s foster care entry rate is represented by the number of children entering foster care per 1,000 children
in the State’s population. In 2003, the foster care entry rate ranged from 1.7 in Illinois to 7.6 in Wyoming,
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Figure 111-11. Percent change from FY 2000 to FY 2003 in State performance on outcome measure 5.1:

Percent of adoptions occuring within 24 months of a child's entry into foster care (N = 34)

with a median of 4.2. There were no substantive relationships (i.e., correlations of 0.40 or higher) between a
State’s foster care entry rate and performance on the permanency-related outcome measures.
Characteristics of the foster care population

Table I1I-4 presents information pertaining to the age of children at entry into foster care and the race/
ethnicity of children in foster care in 2003. As shown in the table, the characteristics of foster care

populations varied across States.

Table IlI-4: Characteristics of children in foster care in 2003

Percent range across Median percent across
Child Characteristics States States
Age of Children at Entry into Foster Care
Birth to age 5 222-578% 40.6 %
Age 6to 12 16.3-36.8 283
Age 13to 15 10.8-36.7 19.6
Age 16 and older 3.4-33.0 9.7
Children's race/ethnicity
Alaska Native/American Indian 0-63.7 0.5
Asian 0-14.3 0.3
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander 0-29.2 0.1
Black (non-Hispanic) 0.2-85.1 22.6
Hispanic (of any race) 0.7-99.1 5.8
White (non-Hispanic) 0.2-96.2 47.0
Multiple Races 0.2-36.3 2.5

The following are key findings regarding the relationships between the characteristics of the foster care
population and State performance on the permanency-related outcome measures.

« States with a relatively high percentage of children entering foster care at age 5 or younger
tended to have a relatively low percentage of children entering foster care who were re-entering
within 12 months of a prior episode (Pearson’s r = -0.46).
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- States with a relatively high percentage of children entering foster care at age 16 and older
tended to have a relatively high percentage of children entering foster care who were re-entering
within 12 months of a prior episode (Pearson’s r = 0.52).

e States with a relatively high percentage of Black (non-Hispanic) children entering foster care tended
to have a relatively low percentage of adoptions within 24 months (Pearson’s r = -0.47).

The analyses of the race/ethnicity data of children in foster care found that in 2003, the percentage

of children who are Black (non-Hispanic), Hispanic, or Alaska Native/American Indian exceeded the
percentage of those children in a State’s child population in many States. In contrast, the percentage of
children in foster care who are White (non-Hispanic) was less than the percentage of these children in the
State population. Table III-5 presents these findings.

Table IlI-5: The relationship between the race/ethnicity of children in foster care in 2003 and the race/ethnicity of children
in the State’s child population in 2003 (N = 51 States)*

Race/Ethnicity of Children

Alaska
Native/

Relationship** American
Hispanic Indian

Number and percent of States in which the percent of children
in foster care exceeded the percent of children in the State's 14 (27%) 0 50 (98%) 21 (41%)
child population

Number and percent of States in which the percent of children
in foster care was about equal to the percent of children in 23 (46%) 34 (67%) 1(2%) 13 (26%)
the State's child population.

Number and percent of States in which the percent of children

in foster care was less than the percent of children in the 14 (27%) 17 (33%) 0 17 (33%)
State's population
Total 51 (100%) 51 (100%) 51 (100% 51 (100%)

*These data are not available for Puerto Rico.

** The following approach was used to determine the nature of the relationship: A determination of “exceeded” was made if the percent of
children entering foster care of a particular race/ethnicity was at least 1.3 times the percent in the State's child population. A determination
of “less than" was made if the percent of children entering foster care of a particular race/ethnicity was less than 0.7 times the percent in the
State's child population.

In many States, the percentage of children of a particular race/ethnicity in foster care was considerably larger
than the percentage of those children in the State’s child population. Examples of this are provided below:

¢ 'The percent of Hispanic children in foster care was at least twice as large as the percent of Hispanic
children in the State’s child population in seven States (Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts,
Montana, New Hampshire, North Dakota, and South Dakota).

* The percent of Black children in foster care was at least three times larger than the percent of Black
children in the State’s child population in 22 States (California, Connecticut, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana,
Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New
Mexico, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Utah, Washington, Wisconsin, and Wyoming).

¢ The percent of Black children in the foster care population was at least four times larger than the
percent of Black children in the State child population in seven States (California, lowa, Minnesota,
New Hampshire, New Jersey, Utah, and Wisconsin).

¢ The percent of Alaska Native/American Indian children in foster care was at least three times larger
than the percent of these children in the State’s child population in 11 States (Alaska, Idaho, Iowa,
Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, and Washington).

¢ The percent of Alaska Native/American Indian children in foster care was at least five times
greater than the percent of these children in the State’s child population in six States (Idaho, Iowa,
Minnesota, Nebraska, Oregon, and Washington).
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Achieving Outcomes Related to Placement Stability

and Appropriate Placements for Young Children in
Foster Care

It is the responsibility of a State child welfare agency to ensure that children are in stable placements while
they are in foster care. An additional agency responsibility is to ensure that children are in placements
appropriate to their age. For many young children (i.e., age 12 years or younger), an appropriate placement
is a family setting rather than a group home or institution. The Department established the following
outcomes and measures to assess State performance with regard to meeting these responsibilities.

Outcome 6—Increase placement stability

Outcome measure 6. 1—Of all children served during the reporting period who had been in foster care for the time
periods listed below, what percentage had no more than two placement settings during that time period?

(1) Less than 12 months from the time of latest removal from home

(2) At least 12 months but less than 24 months

(3) At least 24 months but less than 36 months

(4) At least 36 months but less than 48 months

(5) 48 or more months

Outcome 7—Reduce placements of young children in group homes or institutions

Outcome measure 7.1—Of all children who entered foster care during the reporting period and were age 12 or younger
at the time of their most recent placement, what percentage was placed in a group home or institution?

The Department adopted a component of the measure of placement stability (outcome measure 6.1) for
use in the Child and Family Services Review (CFSR) and established a national performance standard for
the measure. The standard is the following: Of all children who have been in foster care for less than 12
months from the time of the latest removal from home, 86.7 percent or more have had no more than 2
placement settings.

Data reported in this chapter come from the Federal Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting
System (AFCARS). The chapter presents the findings with regard to the following:

* State performance in 2003 on the measures pertaining to outcome 6 and outcome 7.
* The change in State performance from 2000 to 2003 on these outcome measures.

This chapter does not include a section on the relationships between State performance on these measures
and the characteristics of State foster care populations because no relationships were found.

STATE PERFORMANCE IN 2003 IN ACHIEVING OUTCOMES RELATED TO PLACEMENT
STABILITY AND APPROPRIATE PLACEMENTS FOR YOUNG CHILDREN

Table IV-1 presents the findings of State performance on key measures of placement stability’® and
placements of young children in group homes or institutions. As shown in the table, most children in
foster care in 2003 for less than 12 months experienced no more than two placement settings (outcome
measure 6.1a). There were nine States in which at least 90 percent of the children in foster care for less than
12 months experienced no more than two placement settings (Alabama, Delaware, District of Columbia,
Georgia, Jowa, Maryland, New York, Puerto Rico, and Wisconsin).

% For purposes of the Report to Congress measure, placement stability is defined as a child having no more than 2 placement settings

while in foster care.



Table IV-1: State performance in 2003 on measures pertaining to outcome 6 (Increase placement stability) and outcome 7
(Reduce placements of young children in group homes or institutions)

Performance Variables

Mean Median
Outcome Measures percent percent

Measure 6.1a: Percent of children in foster care for less than 12 months who
experience two or fewer placement settings (N=52 States) 52.3-99.7% 82.5% 84.2%

Measure 6.1b: Percent of children in foster care for at least 12 months but

less than 24 months who experience two or fewer placement settings }
(N=52 States) 30.2-99.7 59.3 59.1

Measure 7.1: Percent of children entering foster care at age 12 or younger
who are placed in group homes or institutions (N=49 States)* 1.4-28.8 10.1 8.3

*Three States were excluded because of data quality issues

However, the data in table IV-1 also indicate that the percentage of children experiencing no more than
two placement settings is substantially different for children in foster care for less than 12 months (median
= 84.2 percent) than it is for children in foster care for at least 12 months but less than 24 months (median
=59.1 percent). Figure IV-1 depicts this difference for individual States. As shown in the figure, in 10
States there is at least a 30 percentage point difference in placement stability between these groups (Alaska,
Arizona, Arkansas, Idaho, Iowa, Maine, New Mexico, Tennessee, Texas, and Utah).
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Figure IV-1. State performance in FY 2003 on outcome measure 6.1: Range in percent of children in foster care
for less than 12 months and for 12 to 24 months who had no more than 2 placement settings (N = 52)



The range in State performance with regard to the placement of children in group homes or institutions is
depicted in figure IV-2. At the low end, in 11 States, less than 5 percent of children age 12 and younger
entering foster care in 2003 were placed in group homes or institutions (Alaska, Hawaii, Illinois, Kansas,
Louisiana, Maine, Michigan, Ohio, Oregon, Tennessee, and Washington). At the high end, in six States,
20 percent or more of the children entering foster care at age 12 or younger were placed in group homes or
institutions (Arizona, District of Columbia, Iowa, Mississippi, South Carolina, and South Dakota).
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Figure IV-2. Range of State performance on outcome measure 7.1:
Percent of children 12 and younger entering foster care in FY 2003 who were placed in
a group home or institution (N = 49)

Performance on outcome measures of placement stability and placements of young children in group homes
or institutions was not found to be related to performance on any of the other measures.

CHANGE IN STATE PERFORMANCE FROM 2000 TO 2003 IN PLACEMENT STABILITY
AND APPROPRIATE PLACEMENTS FOR YOUNG CHILDREN

Table IV-2 provides the number and percent of States that improved performance, declined in performance,
or exhibited no change in performance with regard to key measures for outcome 6 and outcome 7. A

few States were excluded from the analyses cither because of missing data or data quality issues associated
with a particular measure in either 2000 or 2003. Because outcome 6 focuses on increasing placement
stability, a positive percent change represents a performance improvement for the measure of placement
stability for children in foster care for less than 12 months. In comparison, because outcome 7 focuses on
reducing placements of young children in group homes or institutions, a positive percent change represents
a performance decline for measure 7.1.



Table IV-2: Number and percent of States exhibiting improvement, decline, or no change in performance from 2000 to
2003 with regard to measures pertaining to placement stability (outcome measure 6.1) and appropriate placements of young
children (outcome measure 7.1)

Change in Performance from 2000 to 2003

Declined
performance
(number and

percent of States)

Improved
performance
(number and

percent of States)

No change in

performance

(number and
percent of States

Outcome Measures

Measure 6.1: Percent of children in foster care for
less than 12 months who experienced 2 or fewer

placement settings (N=50 States) 7D 6(12%) S ()
Measure 7.1: Percent of children entering foster care when
they were 12 or younger who were placed in a group home 27 (55%) 18 37%) 4.(8%)

or institution (N=49 States)

As shown in the table, the majority of States did not change from 2000 to 2003 with regard to the
percentage of children in foster care for less than 12 months who experienced no more than two placement
settings. This is not surprising given that most States were already performing at a very high level on this
measure in 2000.

With regard to the percentage of young children placed in group homes or institutions, 55 percent of the
States exhibited improvement in performance on this measure from 2000 to 2003 (outcome measure 7.1).
Figure IV-3 depicts the percent change in performance on this measure for the 49 States included in the
analysis. The figure excludes Florida, Nevada, and Puerto Rico.
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Figure 1V-3. Percent change from FY 2000 to FY 2003 in State performance on outcome measure 7.1:
Percent of children age 12 and younger placed in group homes or institutions (N=49)

As shown in the figure, there were three States in which improved performance from 2000 to 2003 exceeded
2 50.0 percent change (Illinois, Michigan, and Tennessee). However, there were five States in which the
performance decline from 2000 to 2003 exceeded a 50.0 percent change (Arkansas, Colorado, Utah,
Washington, and Wisconsin).



State Performance on the Seven National
Child Welfare Outcomes

This chapter provides an overall summary of State performance and discussions of key findings reported in
chapters II, I1I, and IV.

SUMMARY OF STATE PERFORMANCE IN 2000, 2001, 2002, AND 2003

Table V-1 provides the median across States regarding performance on selected outcome measures in
2000, 2001, 2002, and 2003. The States included in the calculation of the median are those that provided
acceptable data for a given outcome measure in all 4 years.?® Changes in State performance were assessed by

calculating the percent change from 2000 to 2003 of the median percent across States.

Table V-1: Medians of State performance on key outcome measures in 2000, 2001, 2002, and 2003*

Year

2000 2001 2002 2003
Outcome measure and number of States included in the analysis  (median) (median) (median) (median)

1.1 Percent of children who were victims of substantiated or indicated
child abuse and/or neglect during the first 6 months of
reporting period who had another substantiated or indicated
report within a 6-month period (N=34 States).

7.9% 75% 7.8% 7.7%

2.1 Percent of children in foster care who were the subject of
substantiated or indicated maltreatment by a foster parent or 0.47 0.55 0.52 0.40
facility staff member (N=27 States).

3.1 Percent of children exiting foster care who were discharged
to a permanent home (adoption, legal guardianship, or 85.7 85.4 86.4 86.7
reunification) (N=44 States).

3.2 Percent of children exiting foster care who had a diagnosed
disability who were discharged to a permanent home 79.6 78.6 79.8 78.2
(adoption, guardianship, or reunification) (N= 37 States).

3.3 Percent of children exiting foster care who were older than 12
at the time of entry into foster care who were discharged to
a permanent home (adoption, guardianship, or reunification)
(N=40 States).

72.8 72.9 72.0 72.2

3.4  Percent of children exiting foster care to emancipation who were
age 12 or younger at the time of entry into foster care (N=50 25.3 28.3 26.7 29.6
States).

4.1 Percent of children reunified with their parents or caretakers at
the time of discharge from foster care who were reunified
within 12 months from the time of entry into foster care
(N=43 States).

71.5 719 68.3 721

4.2 Percent of children entering foster care who were re-entering care
within 12 months of discharge from a prior foster care episode 10.6 11.2 10.8 9.8
(N= 46 States).

5.1  Percent of children exiting foster care to a finalized adoption who
exited within 24 months from the time of the latest removal 19.7 20.3 21.9 229
from home (N=34 States).

6.1 Percent of children in foster care for less than 12 months who
experienced two or fewer placements (N=51 States). 84.2 83.3 84.3 84.0

7.1 Percent of children age 12 or younger at the time of their most
recent placement who were placed in a group home or 9.6 8.6 8.6 8.3
institution (N= 49 States).

20 Because this table includes only States that provided acceptable data for each measure in all 4 years, the medians reported in this
table for State performance in 2003 may be slightly different than those reported in earlier chapters. For example, as shown in
table II-1 in chapter Il, in 2003, 45 States provided data for outcome measure |.l. The median across these States was 7.1 percent.
Because only 34 States provided data for this measure in all 4 years, in table V-1 above, the median is 7.7.
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As shown in the table, there is evidence of performance improvement from 2000 to 2003 with regard to

several measures. The following are the findings pertaining to improved performance.

* The median percentage of children in foster care who were maltreated by a foster parent or facility
staff member (outcome measure 2.1) decreased from 2000 to 2003 (-14.8 percent change).

¢ The median percentage of children entering foster care who were re-entering within 12 months of a
prior episode (outcome measure 4.2) decreased from 2000 to 2003 (-7.5 percent change).

¢ The median percentage of adoptions occurring within 24 months of a child’s entry into foster care
(outcome measure 5.1) increased from 2000 to 2003 (+16.2 percent change).

¢ The median percentage of children age 12 and younger who were placed in group homes or
institutions (outcome measure 7.1) decreased from 2000 to 2003 (-13.5 percent change).

The only measure that exhibited a performance decline from 2000 to 2003 was measure 3.4. For this
measure, the median percentage of children emancipated from foster care who were age 12 or younger

when they entered foster care increased from 2000 to 2003 (+17.0 percent change). Performance on the
remaining outcome measures did not change from 2000 to 2003 (i.e., the percent change did not exceed 5.0
in either direction).

The sections below discuss State performance on the national child welfare outcomes and measures
with regard to keeping children safe, achieving permanency for children, and providing stable and age-
appropriate placements.

KEY FINDINGS REGARDING KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE

Outcome 1 (Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect) and outcome 2 (Reduce the incidence of
child abuse and/or neglect in foster care) pertain to State performance with regard to keeping children safe.
State performance on these outcomes is summarized and discussed below.

Outcome 1—Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect

Outcome 1 reflects the primary responsibility of State child welfare agencies to protect children who

have been found to be victims of abuse or neglect from further harm. The measure developed to assess
State performance on this outcome is the following: Of all children who were victims of substantiated or
indicated child abuse and/or neglect during the first 6 months of the reporting period, what percentage had
another substantiated or indicated report within a 6-month period?

The findings regarding performance on this outcome measure suggest that, in 2003, protecting child
maltreatment victims from further harm was a challenge for many States. In 35 of the 45 States reporting
data for the measure, at least five percent of the children who were victims of child maltreatment in the first
6 months of the reporting year experienced another maltreatment incident within a 6-month period. Also,
as noted in chapter II, for some States, the incidence of maltreatment reported to the National Child Abuse
and Neglect Data System (NCANDS) Child File may be less than the actual incidence. This is due to the
fact that child protective services agencies in these States often do not formally investigate maltreatment

allegations involving children in open child protective services case, and therefore they do not report these
allegations to the NCANDS Child File.

Despite the continued challenge of preventing maltreatment recurrence, 53 percent of the States achieved
outcome 1 because the incidence of maltreatment recurrence declined between 2000 and 2003. For some
States this decline was extensive. However, for 29 percent of the States, the incidence of child maltreatment
recurrence increased from 2000 to 2003, and for some of these States, the increase was considerable.

The findings indicate that in 2003, State performance on the measure of maltreatment recurrence was not
related to the age or race/ethnicity of child victims, but was related to the types of maltreatment experienced
by child victims. In 2003, States with a relatively high percentage of children who were victims of sexual



abuse tended to have a relatively low incidence of maltreatment recurrence within a 6-month period
(Pearson’s 7 = -0.40). In comparison, States with a relatively high percentage of children who were victims
of neglect in 2003 tended to have a relatively high incidence of maltreatment recurrence within a 6-month
period (Pearson’s » = 0.40).

Although additional information is necessary for a detailed interpretation of these findings, one possible
explanation may be found in the different responses that typically occur to substantiated sexual abuse and
neglect allegations. A substantiated allegation of sexual abuse, for example, often involves legal action
against the perpetrator and legal action to ensure that the perpetrator does not have contact with the child,
which may include placement of the child in foster care. These efforts may be effective in preventing the
recurrence of sexual abuse within a 6-month period. In contrast, a child welfare agency response to a
substantiated allegation of neglect usually does not involve legal action against the perpetrator and usually
does not prohibit contact between the child and the perpetrator. Consequently, there may be a greater
opportunity for neglect to recur within a 6-month period.

Understanding differences among States in performance on the measure of maltreatment recurrence requires
consideration of the potential effect on performance of State definitions of child abuse and neglect and

State laws governing evidentiary requirements for substantiation. For example, in some States, the statutory
definition of child maltreatment does not include psychological or emotional abuse; in other States, this
type of abuse is part of the definition of child maltreatment. In one State (Pennsylvania), the definition of
child maltreatment does not include neglect, unless it is “severe neglect.”

Also, in some States, substantiation of a maltreatment allegation requires evidence “beyond a reasonable
doubt.” In other States substantiation requires a “preponderance of evidence.” Elsewhere, an allegation can
be substantiated if there is “reasonable suspicion” that the maltreatment occurred or an allegation can be
substantiated if the risk of maltreatment is confirmed. These differences affect both the number of children
who are found to be victims of maltreatment in a State and the incidence of maltreatment recurrence. A key
finding reported in chapter II relevant to this issue is that, in 2003, States with a relatively high rate of child
victims (i.e., the number of child victims per 1,000 children in the population) tended to have a relatively
high incidence of maltreatment recurrence within a 6-month period (Pearson’s » = 0.63).

Outcome 2—Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care

Outcome 2 reflects the obligation of a State child welfare system to ensure that children who are removed
from their homes by the State do not experience maltreatment by their State-appointed caretakers. The
measure developed to assess State performance on this outcome is the following: Of all children who were
in foster care during the reporting period, what percentage was the subject of substantiated or indicated
maltreatment by a foster parent or facility staff member?

The findings pertaining to performance on this outcome measure in 2003 indicate that States are reasonably
effective in keeping most children in foster care safe from maltreatment by foster parents or a facility staff
member. For many States, less than 0.20 percent of children in foster care were maltreated by foster parents
or facility staff members in 2003. However, in all States, there were some children who were victims

of maltreatment by their State-appointed caretakers, which suggests that there is an ongoing need for
improvement in this area.

The findings also indicate that in the majority of States included in the analysis of performance on this
measure (73 percent), there was a reduction between 2000 and 2003 in the incidence of child abuse and/
or neglect by a foster parent or facility staff member. Only 19 percent of the States exhibited a decline in
performance on this measure over that time period.

State performance on the measure of maltreatment of children in foster care was not found to be related to

the age of child victims, their race/ethnicity, or the type of maltreatment they experienced.
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ACHIEVING PERMANENCY FOR CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE

Outcome 3 (Increase permanency for children in foster care), outcome 4 (Reduce time in foster care to
reunification without increasing re-entry), and outcome 5 (Reduce time in foster care to adoption) were
established to assess State performance with regard to achieving permanency for children in foster care.
State performance on these outcomes is summarized and discussed below.

Outcome 3—Increase permanency for children in foster care

Outcome 3 reflects the responsibility of State child welfare agencies to ensure that foster care is a temporary
situation for children and that when children leave foster care they are discharged to a permanent home. A
child in foster care is determined to have achieved permanency when any of the following occurs: (1) the
child is discharged from foster care to a reunification with his or her family, either a parent or other relative;
(2) the child is discharged from foster care to a legally finalized adoption; or (3) the child is discharged from

foster care to the care of a legal guardian.

The measures developed to assess State performance on this outcome emphasize the importance of achieving
permanency for all children regardless of their characteristics. Consequently, the measures developed for
outcome 3 pertain not only to achieving permanency for all children exiting foster care (measure 3.1),

but also to achieving permanency for children with a diagnosed disability (measure 3.2), children who are
adolescents when they enter foster care (outcome measure 3.3), and children of all races/ethnicities (measure
3.5). Another measure pertaining to outcome 3 (measure 3.4) is intended to capture the percent of children
who “grow up” in foster care and are discharged without having found a permanent home.

The findings presented in chapter IIT indicate that most children exiting foster care in 2003 were discharged
to a permanent home. However, in the majority of States, children exiting foster care who had a diagnosed
disability or who were older than age 12 when they entered care were less likely to be discharged to a
permanent home than were all children exiting foster care. These findings suggest that, in many States,
achieving permanency for all children in foster care remains a challenge.

An additional finding is that in 2003, in the majority of States, the percentages of children exiting foster
care who were discharged to a permanent home did not vary as a function of children’s race or ethnicity.
In these States, Black (non-Hispanic) children, Hispanic children, Alaskan Native/American Indian
children, and White (non-Hispanic) children exiting foster care were about equally likely to be discharged
to a permanent home.?!

The findings reported in chapter III also demonstrate that, in 2003, there were a substantial number

of children in some States who entered foster care when they were younger than age 12 and eventually
emancipated from foster care, having never found a permanent home. In fact, in 10 States, more than 40
percent of the children emancipated from foster care in 2003 were age 12 or younger when they entered
foster care.

Most States did not achieve outcome 3 in that they did not increase permanency for children in foster care
from 2000 to 2003. This finding is not surprising for outcome measure 3.1 (the percent of all children
exiting foster care who were discharged to a permanent home) because most States were already performing
at a very high level on this measure in 2000. Of concern, however, are the findings that: (1) 41 percent of
the States exhibited a decline in performance from 2000 to 2003 with regard to achieving permanency for
children with a diagnosed disability and, (2) 51 percent of the States exhibited a decline in performance
with regard to the percent of children emancipated from foster care who were age 12 or younger when they
entered foster care.

21 This applies only to those States in which at a particular racial/ethnic category accounted for at least 10 percent of the children
exiting foster care.



Outcome 4—Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry

Outcome 4 reflects the emphasis of the Department and the Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA)

on reunifying children in a timely manner. The findings reported in chapter III indicate that, in many
States, the majority of children reunified in 2003 were in foster care for less than 12 months at the time of
reunification. However, the median of 72.0 percent across States suggests that for about one-half of the
States, there is a need for improvement with regard to timely reunifications. In particular, in five States, less
than 50 percent of reunifications occurred within 12 months of the child’s entry into foster care.

Outcome 4 also addresses the Department’s emphasis that reunifications must occur in a manner that
promotes the “permanency” of the reunification and prevents children from re-entering foster care. The
findings reported in chapter III raise concerns about the permanency of reunifications occurring within 12
months of a child’s entry into foster care. One key finding is that 50 percent of the States exhibiting an
increase from 2000 to 2003 in the percentage of reunifications occurring within 12 months of entry into
foster care (outcome measure 4.1) also exhibited an increase in the percentage of children entering foster
care who were re-entering within 12 months of a prior episode (outcome measure 4.2). Only four States
exhibited improved performance on both measures (Arizona, Illinois, Tennessee, and Vermont). Another
key finding is that in 2003, States with a relatively high percentage of reunifications occurring within 12
months of a child’s entry into foster care also tended to have a relatively high percentage of entries into
foster care of children re-entering within 12 months of a prior foster care episode (Pearson’s 7 = 0.49).
Taken together, these findings suggest that some children are being reunified before sufficient changes
have occurred in the family or the child to prevent another removal episode and/or that insufficient post-
reunification services were provided to assist families in the reintegration process.

The findings reported in chapter III also indicate that the relationship between reunification and re-entry
reported in the prior paragraph may be particularly relevant for children who enter foster care as older
adolescents. In general, States with a relatively high percentage of children entering foster care who were age
16 or older tended to have a relatively high percentage of children entering foster care who were re-entering
within 12 months of a prior episode (Pearson’s 7 = 0.52). Almost all of the States with a high percentage of
children age 16 and older entering foster care are States in which children can enter foster care through the
juvenile justice system or through the courts as “children in need of supervision.” Because these children
do not enter foster care as victims of maltreatment, and therefore are viewed as not having safety concerns,
child welfare agencies may experience challenges in meeting their treatment needs. This finding suggests
that States experiencing relatively high percentages of children re-entering foster care within 12 months of a
prior episode should examine their data to identify the ages of the children who are re-entering in order to
determine how to best address the problem.

Outcome 5—Reduce time in foster care to adoption

Outcome 5 is intended to emphasize the responsibility of child welfare agencies to find adoptive families

for children who cannot be returned to their families and to finalize the adoption process as quickly as
possible. For most States, the percent of adoptions in 2003 that were finalized within 24 months of a child’s
entry into foster care was not high (median = 23.9 percent), and in some States it was quite low. However,
70 percent of States exhibited improved performance on this measure, suggesting that States are making
concerted efforts to expedite the adoption process for children.

One finding reported in chapter I1I is somewhat difficult to interpret. In 2003, States with a relatively high
percentage of Black (non-Hispanic) children in their foster care populations tended to have a relatively low
percentage of adoptions occurring within 24 months of a child’s entry into foster care (Pearson’s = -0.47).
Although it is possible to provide some speculations on the reasons why this relationship may occur,
additional information is needed to explore the nature of this relationship.
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ACHIEVING STABLE PLACEMENTS AND APPROPRIATE PLACEMENTS FOR
YOUNG CHILDREN

Outcome 6—Increase placement stability

This outcome reflects the Department’s belief that State child welfare agencies are responsible for ensuring
that children who are removed from their homes are placed in settings that are stable. Placement stability is
defined as “two or fewer placement settings.”

States are generally effective in achieving placement stability for children in foster care for less than 12
months. The median performance in 2003 on this measure was 84.2 percent. Performance on this measure
did not change from 2000 to 2003 for 74 percent of the States, primarily because most States were already
at a high level of performance in 2000.

In contrast, States are far less effective in achieving placement stability for children in foster care for at least
12 months but less than 24 months. The median performance in 2003 on this measure was only 59.1
percent. In 10 States, placement stability declined by 30 percent or more for children in foster care from

12 to 24 months compared to children in foster care for less than 12 months. Additional research is needed
to identify the factors associated with this decline in placement stability to help support States in achieving
placement stability for children, regardless of how long they are in foster care.

Outcome 7—Reduce placements of young children in group homes or institutions

In the majority of States, a fairly small percentage of young children are placed in group homes or
institutions. Fifty-five percent of the States achieved outcome 7 in that they reduced placements of

young children in group homes or institutions. However, for a few States, there is an ongoing need for
improvement in this area. In six States, for example, 20 percent or more of the children age 12 and younger
who entered foster care in 2003 were placed in group homes or institutions. In addition, 37 percent of the
States exhibited a decline in performance on this measure from 2000 to 2003.

SUMMARY

Opverall, State performance with regard to keeping children safe generally improved from 2000 to 2003,
particularly with regard to maltreatment of children in foster care. However, more efforts are needed

to ensure that child victims do not experience additional maltreatment, whether they are in their own
homes, in the home of a foster family, or in a group home or institution. The findings suggest that our
understanding of State performance with regard to keeping children safe would be enhanced by research
pertaining to the following:

* How definitions of child maltreatment and statutory requirements pertaining to substantiation affect
the reported incidence of maltreatment recurrence within a 6-month period.

* Why the percentage of child victims who experience neglect appears to be positively related to the
incidence of child maltreatment recurrence.

e Why the percentage of child victims who experience sexual abuse appears to be negatively related to

the incidence of child maltreatment recurrence.

State performance with regard to achieving permanency for children varied. The strongest area of
improvement from 2000 to 2003 pertained to adoptions within 24 months of a child’s entry into foster care.
Although the percentage of adoptions that are finalized within this time period continues to be somewhat low
(median = 23.9 percent), 70 percent of the States exhibited improved performance on this measure.



Many States (33 percent) also improved with respect to achieving reunifications within 12 months of a child’s
entry into foster care. However, there is some indication that expediting reunifications may be related to
increased re-entry, particularly for children who enter foster care as older adolescents. This suggests that States
with high rates of re-entry into foster care with 12 months of a prior episode should examine the ages of those
children who are re-entering in order to better understand how to respond to the problem.

States also continued to experience challenges in 2003 in achieving permanency for children who enter
foster care as adolescents (i.c., older than age 12). In the majority of States, the percentage of these children
exiting foster care who were discharged to a permanent home was substantially lower than the percentage
of all children exiting foster care who were discharged to a permanent home. Finally, in many States, more
than one-third of the children emancipated from foster care had entered foster care when they were age 12
or younger, and the overall median for this measure was close to 30 percent.

Additional information in the following areas would enhance understanding of State performance with
regard to achieving permanency for children in foster care and help identify strategies for improving
performance in this area:

* How State differences with regard to policies and practices governing reunification and adoption
affect performance on the outcome measures.

* The factors associated with very long-term stays in foster care.

¢ The reasons for entry into foster care for children age 13 and older and the factors associated with
attaining permanency for these children.

* Why a high percentage of older adolescents entering foster care is associated with a high percentage of
re-entry into foster care.

¢ 'The nature of the relationship between reunifications within 12 months and re-entries within 12
months in individual States.

The findings regarding State performance pertaining to placement stability raise serious concerns about
children in foster care for 12 months or longer. Although most children in foster care for less than 12
months generally experience two or fewer placement settings, this is not true for children in foster care for at
least 12 months but less than 24 months. Additional research is needed to understand why this decline in
placement stability occurs. This information would assist in identifying strategies for increasing placement

stability for all children.

For most States, the majority of young children entering foster care are placed in family settings rather
than in group homes or institutions. However, there are a few States where this is an area needing ongoing
improvement.

The findings reported in Child Welfare Outcomes 2003: Annual Report to Congress suggest that for the
most part States are exhibiting improvements in achieving positive outcomes for children who come into
contact with public child welfare systems. However, there continue to be many areas in which additional
improvements are needed and some in which State performance is declining. As States complete their
program improvement plans resulting from the first round of Child and Family Services Reviews, the
Department will be able to gather more specific information to identify the direction of change and the
strategies associated with positive change.
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A. Context Statistics

General Child Population

(Census Bureau) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Welfare Summary 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total children under 18 years 1,121,425 1,111,351 1,110,914 1,107,973 Child maltreatment victims? 9,990 9,229 9,903 9,290

Race/Ethnicity (%)’ Children in foster care on 9/30 5,621 5,859 5,883 6,079

Alaska Native/American Indian 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.4 Children adopted 202 238 249 329

Asian 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.7

Black (non-Hispanic) 31.8 31.8 31.4 31.4

Natzl)\;ﬁe'-r'i‘\;vgli"iac;r]l/slander 0.0 <1 <1 <1

Hispanic (of any race) 2.2 2.4 2.4 25

White (non-Hispanic) 63.3 63.3 63.9 63.7

Two or more races 1.3 1.3 1.2 1.2

% Child population in poverty  20.6 23.2 19.1 22.3

B. Child Maltreatment Data [National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS)]

Overview Maltreatment 2000 2001 2002 2003

Information Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate

Children subject of an investigated

report alleging child maltreatment 32,655 29.1 per 1,000 29,911 26.9 per 1,000 32,682 29.4 per 1,000 29,679 26.8 per 1,000

Total child maltreatment victims® 9,990 8.9 per 1,000 9,229 8.3 per 1,000 9,903 8.9 per 1,000 9,290 8.4 per 1,000

Child fatalities 27 2.4 per 100,000 24 2.2 per 100,000 29 2.6 per 100,000 22 2.0 per 100,000
Race/Ethnicity of

Age of Child Victims (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Victims (%)* 2000 2001 2002 2003

<1 year 8.6 8.5 75 7.4 Alaska Native/American Indian 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1

1-5 years 27.4 28.0 26.4 27.0 Asian 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.1

6-10 years 279 27.7 25.4 24.1 Black (non-Hispanic) 385 335 30.3 29.9

11-15 years 28.9 28.2 28.3 29.8 Native Hawaiian/

16+ years 52 5.0 57 56 other Pacific Islander N/A N/A N/A 0.0

Unknown 19 26 6.6 6.2 Hispanic (of any race) 0.9 1.3 2.1 2.2

Number 9,990 9,229 9.903 9,290 White (non-Hispanic) 59.7 62.5 54.5 48.9
Two or more races 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Unknown 0.6 2.3 12.7 16.1
Number 9,990 9,229 9,903 9,290

Maltreatment Types

of Child Victims (%)°® 2000 2001 2002 2003

Emotional abuse 3.7 3.4 23 1.3

Medical neglect 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Neglect 43.8 445 42.0 39.6

Physical abuse 40.4 44.4 45.6 38.6

Sexual abuse 26.5 21.1 23.8 24.7

Unknown/missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Number 9,990 9,229 9,903 9,290

' Race/ethnicity data for 2001, 2002, and 2003 represent population estimates.

2 A child victim is defined as a child who is the subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment report.
3 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once.
4 Percentages may total more than 100 because Hispanics may be counted by Hispanic ethnicity and race.
5 Percentages may total more than 100 because children can be victims of more than one type of maltreatment.
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C. Characteristics of Children in Foster Care
[Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS): Foster Care File]

In Foster Care on 10/1 FY Entered Foster Care in FY Exited Foster Care in FY In Foster Care on 9/30 FY
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total Number 5294 5,458 5450 5,651 2,661 2672 3,125 3,246 2,334 2,271 2,692 2818 5621 5859 5883 6,079
Median length

of stay (months) 21.8 21.8 20.8 19.7 N/A N/A N/A N/A 111 12.4 1.1 11.1 22.0 21.5 191 18.3
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 3.8 4.1 3.7 3.7 15.4 15.4 149 13.3 5.7 53 6.2 5.4 4.3 39 4.1 3.9
1 year 52 49 4.7 5.0 6.6 6.0 6.7 6.2 59 6.0 6.4 6.5 4.8 5.1 4.8 4.4
2 years 4.6 4.7 43 4.6 4.8 5.7 6.0 55 5.1 6.5 6.9 6.5 5.0 45 4.6 4.6
3 years 4.7 4.3 4.5 4.0 4.7 5.0 4.6 5.7 5.1 5.4 6.2 6.2 4.5 4.6 39 43
4 years 4.5 4.3 4.5 4.0 4.0 5.6 4.9 5.1 5.2 5.6 5.8 5.0 4.4 4.6 4.0 4.3
5 years 4.4 4.0 3.9 3.6 4.1 4.5 4.0 4.0 4.4 4.4 4.8 5.1 4.1 4.2 3.9 3.4
6 years 45 4.2 4.1 4.0 3.9 43 4.2 4.8 3.8 4.1 43 45 4.3 4.3 3.8 4.0
7 years 4.7 4.4 4.2 4.2 4.9 4.0 4.4 4.2 5.1 3.4 4.2 4.1 4.4 4.4 4.2 3.8
8 years 4.6 49 45 4.0 4.7 4.0 5.1 3.9 43 3.8 5.1 4.4 4.8 45 4.0 4.0
9 years 5.5 4.8 4.6 49 45 4.4 4.8 3.9 43 4.1 4.4 4.1 49 4.6 5.0 4.0
10 years 5.3 5.6 5.3 4.7 4.7 4.9 4.5 39 4.5 4.5 39 4.2 5.6 5.2 4.7 4.6
11 years 5.0 5.6 5.6 5.2 5.4 4.4 39 4.8 3.7 3.7 3.8 3.9 5.7 5.5 5.2 4.8
12 years 5.3 5.8 5.8 5.9 52 4.7 4.9 55 35 4.1 39 3.8 5.6 5.7 5.8 5.8
13 years 5.8 6.0 6.2 6.4 53 5.0 55 6.0 4.2 4.4 3.7 4.2 5.8 6.0 6.4 6.7
14 years 6.6 6.6 6.5 6.9 75 6.6 6.6 59 5.9 4.8 4.4 4.2 6.5 6.3 7.0 7.0
15 years 71 75 7.4 7.2 6.1 7.0 6.4 6.7 6.1 5.9 6.4 5.4 73 7.4 7.2 7.6
16 years 7.0 6.5 7.7 7.4 5.0 4.9 5.4 6.0 6.1 5.3 5.2 5.5 6.5 7.3 7.3 7.7
17 years 5.8 6.1 6.3 7.3 2.7 3.3 2.8 4.0 5.0 5.8 4.0 5.5 6.0 6.0 7.1 7.1
18 years 3.4 3.7 3.8 4.2 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.3 5.8 6.8 5.4 5.7 3.6 3.6 4.1 4.9
19 years 1.5 1.4 1.6 1.9 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.2 35 39 2.8 3.4 1.4 1.5 1.9 21
20 years 0.7 0.7 0.8 0.9 0.0 <.1 0.0 <A 1.5 1.5 1.6 1.9 0.7 0.7 0.8 1.0
Missing data <1 <1 <. <. 0.1 <A1 <. <. 1.1 0.8 0.7 0.7 <.1 <. 0.1 <A

Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Alaska Native/
American Indian 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 <. 0.1 <A 0.2 0.1 <A1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.2

Asian 0.0 <.1 <.1 <.1 <.1 <.1 <1 <.1 0.0 <.1 <.1 0.0 <.1 <. <.1 <.1

Black (non-Hispanic) 55.9 545 51.6 51.0 46.1 42.6 41.3 419 47.7 48.7 42.6 42.9 54.6 51.3 50.3 49.9

Native Hawaiian/
other Pacific

Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Hispanic (of any race) 0.7 0.9 0.9 1.2 15 0.9 15 2.6 1.0 0.5 1.2 2.2 0.9 1.0 1.1 1.5
White (non-Hispanic)  42.9 43.7 46.4 46.8 51.2 55.6 56.3 545 50.8 50.1 55.2 54.0 43.6 46.7 47.7 47.6
Two or more races 0.2 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.9 0.6 0.4 0.5 0.2 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.6
Unknown 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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D. Characteristics of Children “Waiting for
Adoption"® (AFCARS: Foster Care File)

E. Characteristics of Children Adopted
(AFCARS: Adoption File)

Waiting for Adoption 2000 2001 2002 2003 Adoptions 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total waiting children 1,162 1,288 1,525 1,608 Total children adopted 202 238 249 329
Numbers of waiting children

whose parents’ rights

have been terminated 652 839 948 927
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 2.8 21 3.6 35 <1 year 25 25 0.8 1.2
1 year 3.6 4.0 5.1 4.1 1 year 4.5 6.3 5.6 8.2
2 years 6.0 5.0 55 6.1 2 years 7.4 8.4 10.4 9.7
3 years 5.2 5.4 4.9 4.8 3 years 12.4 11.8 12.9 125
4 years 6.0 53 4.8 5.2 4 years 12.9 10.9 12.4 8.5
5 years 7.0 55 6.4 5.3 5 years 11.4 9.2 6.4 55
6 years 5.8 6.1 5.0 58 6 years 8.9 7.6 8.4 8.8
7 years 7.6 6.2 59 4.9 7 years 5.4 9.2 4.4 7.3
8 years 6.9 6.5 6.2 59 8 years 5.4 5.0 6.0 8.5
9 years 6.1 6.8 6.6 5.7 9 years 79 59 8.0 55
10 years 8.8 7.3 6.3 6.3 10 years 5.4 5.5 6.0 55
11 years 6.5 8.2 7.1 6.0 11 years 4.0 55 6.8 3.6
12 years 6.0 71 7.3 7.0 12 years 45 6.3 2.8 4.9
13 years 5.1 6.1 59 7.8 13 years 25 25 2.0 3.0
14 years 4.6 4.7 5.6 5.6 14 years 25 1.3 1.6 2.7
15 years 3.7 4.4 3.9 5.1 15 years 0.0 0.8 2.0 1.8
16 years 25 3.4 3.7 3.7 16 years 0.5 0.4 1.2 1.5
17 years 2.2 2.4 2.8 33 17 years 0.5 0.4 1.6 0.9
18 years 2.0 1.7 1.6 2.2 18 years 1.0 0.4 0.4 0.3
19 years 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.1 19 years 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0
20+ years 0.7 0.7 0.5 0.6 20+ years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data — — — — Missing data — — — —
Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Alaska Native/American Indian 0.3 <. <A <. Alaska Native/American Indian 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.0
Asian 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Asian 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Black (non-Hispanic) 53.6 51.6 49.5 48.7 Black (non-Hispanic) 40.6 42.4 40.6 45.6
Native Hawaiian/ Native Hawaiian/

other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Hispanic (of any race) 0.7 1.2 1.1 1.1 Hispanic (of any race) 1.0 0.0 0.4 1.5
White (non-Hispanic) 45.0 45.7 48.5 49.0 White (non-Hispanic) 57.9 55.5 56.2 51.4
Two or more races 0.3 1.0 0.5 0.6 Two or more races 0.5 13 2.4 1.5
Unknown 0.2 0.5 0.3 0.5 Unknown 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

© There is no Federal definition for a child waiting to be adopted. The definition used in the table above includes children who have a goal of adoption

and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. It excludes children 16 years old and older whose parental rights have been terminated and who have
a goal of emancipation. A State's own definition may differ from that used here. Furthermore, some numbers in this table may be lower than the numbers

reported in the prior Child Welfare Outcomes reports. Only children with terminations prior to the end of the fiscal year of interest are included in the

current table.
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1. Reduce Recurrence of Child 2. Reduce the Incidence of Child

Abuse and/or Neglect (NcANDS) Abuse and/or Neglect in Foster Care
(NCANDS and AFCARS: Foster Care File, Jan.-Sept.)
1.1 Recurrence of Maltreatment

Within 6 Months (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2.1 Maltreatment in Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children without a recurrence — — — — Children maltreated while in foster care — — — -
Children with one or more recurrences — — — — Children not maltreated while in foster care — — — —
Number — — —_ — Number — — — —

3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care (AFCARS: Foster Care File)

3.1 Exits of Children from Foster Care (%) 3.2 Exits of Children with a Diagnosed Disability (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 6.2 8.0 9.2 11.7 Adoption 12.4 8.4 13.0 14.8
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Reunification 77.7 75.0 771 75.7 Reunification 53.2 62.3 53.0 59.6
Other 9.0 9.5 8.2 121 Other 253 19.9 24.7 24.8
Missing data 7.2 7.5 5.5 0.6 Missing data 9.1 9.4 9.3 0.7
Number 2,334 2,271 2,692 2,818 Number 186 191 215 270

3.3 Exits of Children Older than Age 12 at Entry into

Foster Care (%) 3.4 Exits to Emancipation (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 0.2 0.3 0.3 Children age 12 or younger at entry 61.2 60.0 52.2 475
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Children older than 12 at entry 38.8 39.1 47.8 52.5
Reunification 72.8 71.6 72.2 75.1 Missing data 0.0 0.9 0.0 0.0
Other 14.7 16.2 16.7 235 Number 103 110 115 177
Missing data 12.4 12.0 10.8 1.2
Number 651 623 665 758

3.5 Exits by Race/Ethnicity (%)

Alaska Native/Am. In. Asian Black (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.0 6.0 8.8 12.4
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Reunification 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 50.0 0.0 75.7 73.8 73.6 715
Other 66.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 50.0 0.0 10.8 1.1 10.9 15.1
Missing data 333 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 75 9.1 6.6 0.9
Number 3 2 3 3 0 1 2 0 1,113 1,107 1,146 1,208

Native Hawaiian/Other Pac. Is. Hispanic (of any race) White (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 8.7 0.0 3.1 7.9 6.3 9.7 9.3 11.1
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Reunification 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 87.0 83.3 62.5 77.8 79.4 76.3 80.3 79.1
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.3 0.0 31.3 14.3 7.3 8.1 5.8 9.5
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 16.7 3.1 0.0 7.0 6.0 4.6 03
Number 0 0 0 0 23 12 32 63 1,185 1,137 1,487 1,523

Unable to Determine Two or more races Missing Data

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 0.0 12.5 0.0 20.0 375 42.9 33.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Reunification 100.0 100.0 75.0 50.0 80.0 62.5 57.1 60.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 50.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 12.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 5 4 8 6 5 8 14 15 0 0 0 0
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4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

4.2 Children Re-entering

4.1 Time to Reunification (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003

Less than 12 mos. 61.7 57.7 61.4 64.4 Children entering care for the first time 81.8 78.6 82.3 81.8

At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 20.0 227 20.9 20.3 Children re-entering care within

At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 7.4 8.4 75 6.8 12 mos. of a prior episode 7.9 8.8 8.6 8.7
t least but less than 4 ] ] 47 ] ] Children re-entering care more than

At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos 36 38 3.2 12 mos. after a prior episode 10.0 12.2 9.0 9.1

48 or more mos. 7.3 6.6 6.4 5.0 —

Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 Missing data 03 0.4 0.2 04

Number 1,813 1,704 2,076 2,132 Number 2661 2672 3125 3,246

5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption
(AFCARS Foster Care File)

5.1 Time to Adoption (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 4.8 2.2 2.4 1.8
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 8.3 11.6 11.3 13.4
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 22.8 21.5 24.3 21.3
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos. 25.5 21.5 17.4 21.6
48 or more mos. 38.6 43.1 44.5 41.9
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 145 181 247 329

6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Foster Care File)

6.1 Number of Placements by Time in Care (%)

In Care at Least 12 Months In Care for 24 Months

In Care less than 12 Months but less than 24 Months or Longer Missing Time in Care
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children with 2 or
fewer placements 964 964 922 926 842 835 798 757 578 569 535 519 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Children with 3 or
more placements 3.6 3.6 7.8 7.4 158 165 202 243 422 431 465 481 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 3,064 3,096 3,617 3,726 1,557 1,552 1,589 1,787 3,327 3,481 3,365 3,369 7 1 4 15
7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or Institutions
(AFCARS Foster Care File)
7.1 Most Recent Placement Settings of Children Who Entered
Care During the Fiscal Year and Were Age 12
or Younger at the Time of This Placement (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Group homes 4.0 33 3.2 23
Institutions 6.8 4.7 43 4.2
Other settings 88.4 915 92.4 925
Missing data 0.8 0.5 0.1 0.9
Number 1,907 1,901 1,731 1,707
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PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT

The following is a discussion of Alabama’s performance on the national outcomes established for the Report
to Congress. The discussion focuses on the State’s performance in 2003 and on changes in performance over
time. Change over time was determined by calculating the percent change in performance from 2000 to
2003. A percent change that was less than 5.0 in either direction (i.e., positive or negative) was considered
to represent “no change in performance.”

Outcome 1. Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect

Alabama’s performance with regard to achieving outcome 1 cannot be assessed because the State does not
provide data to the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDSY) for calculating the measure
for this outcome (measure 1.1). To ensure consistency across States, the Report to Congress provides only
data submitted through NCANDS.

The State provided data to NCANDS to calculate the number of child victims in the State (9,290). The
child victim rate was 8.4 child victims per 1,000 children in the population, which is lower than the
national median of 10.6 child victims per 1,000 children in the population.

Outcome 2. Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care

Alabama’s performance with regard to achieving outcome 2 cannot be assessed because the State does
not provide data to NCANDS for calculating the measure for this outcome (measure 2.1). To ensure
consistency across States, the Report to Congress only presents data submitted through NCANDS.

Outcome 3. Increase permanency for children in foster care

Alabama’s effectiveness in achieving outcome 3 varied depending on the measure being assessed. In 2003,
87.4 percent of children exiting foster care were discharged to a permanent home (measure 3.1), which is
slightly higher than the national median of 86.3 percent. Also in 2003, 75.4 percent of the children exiting
foster care who were older than age 12 when they entered foster care were discharged to a permanent home
(measure 3.3), which is slightly higher than the national median of 72.2 percent. In comparison, 74.4
percent of the children exiting foster care who had a diagnosed disability were discharged to a permanent
home, which is less than the national median of 79.5 percent. However, performance improved on this
measure from 2000 to 2003 (+13.4 percent change).

In 2003, 47.5 percent of the children reported as emancipated from foster care (either through legal action
or because they reach the age of majority) entered foster care when they were age 12 or younger (measure
3.4). Although this percentage is one of the highest in the nation (and far exceeds the median of 29.6),
performance on this measure improved from 2000 to 2003 (-22.4 percent change).

The data for measure 3.5 indicate some differences with regard to discharges to permanency for children of
different races or ethnicities. (This was assessed only when a particular race or ethnicity accounted for at least
10 percent of the exits from foster care.) In 2003, Black (non-Hispanic) children exiting foster care were
less likely to be discharged to a permanent home (83.9 percent) than were White (non-Hispanic) children
exiting foster care (90.2 percent). An additional finding is that the percent of Black (non-Hispanic) children
in the foster care population in 2003 (49.9 percent) exceeded the percent of Black children in the State’s
child population (31.4 percent).
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Outcome 4. Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry

In 2003, 64.4 percent of reunifications occurred within 12 months of a child’s entry into foster care
(measure 4.1), which is less than the national median of 72.0 percent. Performance with regard to this
measure did not change from 2000 to 2003. In addition, 8.5 percent of reunifications occurred after the
child had been in foster care for at least 36 months, which is more than twice the national median of 3.5
percent for this measure.

With regard to re-entries into foster care, in 2003, 8.7 percent of the children entering foster care were
re-entering within 12 months of a prior foster care episode (measure 4.2), which is less than the national
median of 9.5 percent. However, performance on this measure declined from 2000 to 2003 (+10.1).

Outcome 5. Reduce time in foster care to adoption

In 2003, only 15.2 percent of finalized adoptions in Alabama occurred within 24 months of a child’s
entry into foster care (measure 5.1), which is less than the national median of 23.9 percent. However,
performance with regard to this measure improved from 2000 to 2003 (+16.0 percent change).

Outcome 6. Increase placement stability

In 2003, 92.6 percent of the children in foster care in Alabama for less than 12 months experienced no more
than two placement settings, which exceeds the national median of 84.2 percent (measure 6.1). In addition,
75.7 percent of children in foster care for at least 12 months but less than 24 months experienced no more
than two placement settings, which exceeds the national median of 59.1 percent for this measure.

Outcome 7. Reduce placements of young children in group homes and institutions

In 2003, only 6.5 percent of the children entering foster care in Alabama who were age 12 or younger were
placed in a group home or institution (measure 7.1). This percent not only is less than the national median
of 8.3 percent, but also represented an improvement in performance on this measure from 2000 to 2003
(-39.8 percent change).

ALABAMA | FEDERAL COMMMENT



Alaska wcoresr onn

A. Context Statistics

General Child Population

(Census Bureau) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Welfare Summary 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total children under 18 years 190,311 189,610 189,824 189,289 Child maltreatment victims? 6,957 15,947 7,950 7,996
Race/Ethnicity (%)’ Children in foster care on 9/30 2,193 1,993 2,072 2,040
Alaska Native/American Indian 19.4 19.7 19.7 19.8 Children adopted 202 278 230 208
Asian 4.1 3.9 35 35

Black (non-Hispanic) 3.6 4.0 3.8 3.8

Natzl)\;ﬁe'-r'i‘\;vgli"iac;r]l/slander 00 07 07 06

Hispanic (of any race) 5.4 55 5.6 59

White (non-Hispanic) 58.8 59.5 63.9 63.7

Two or more races 8.4 6.8 7.7 7.7

% Child population in poverty  10.6 12.5 11.3 11.2

B. Child Maltreatment Data [National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS)]

Overview Maltreatment 2000 2001 2002 2003
Information Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate
Children subject of an investigated

report alleging child maltreatment 8,431 44.3 per 1,000 18,422 97.2 per 1,000 10,002 52.7 per 1,000 10,575 55.9 per 1,000
Total child maltreatment victims? 6,957 36.6 per 1,000 15,947 84.1 per 1,000 7,950 41.9 per 1,000 7,996 42.2 per 1,000
Child fatalities 8 4.2 per 100,000 4 2.1 per 100,000 1 0.5 per 100,000 2 1.1 per 100,000

Race/Ethnicity of

Age of Child Victims (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Victims (%)* 2000 2001 2002 2003

<1 year 7.8 73 8.0 8.0 Alaska Native/American Indian 45.2 46.7 48.0 46.8

1-5 years 30.9 31.9 31.7 322 Asian 3.2 33 2.4 0.8

6-10 years 321 323 30.1 29.6 Black (non-Hispanic) 6.4 75 59 6.0

11-15 years 24.4 24.4 25.6 25.8 Native Hawaiian/

16+ years 48 21 46 24 other Pacific Islander N/A N/A N/A 1.6

Unknown 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Hispanic (of any race) 2.4 29 2.0 2.4

Number 6,957 15,047 7.950 7.996 White (non-Hispanic) 36.9 349 38.0 37.5
Two or more races 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Unknown 5.8 4.7 3.7 5.0
Number 6,957 15,947 7,950 7,996

Maltreatment Types

of Child Victims (%)°® 2000 2001 2002 2003

Emotional abuse 135 9.9 8.7 11.3

Medical neglect 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Neglect 60.5 58.5 62.3 59.8

Physical abuse 26.6 221 211 21.8

Sexual abuse 121 9.4 7.9 7.2

Unknown/missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Other 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0

Number 6,957 15,947 7,950 7,996

' Race/ethnicity data for 2001, 2002, and 2003 represent population estimates.

2 A child victim is defined as a child who is the subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment report.

3 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once.
4 Percentages may total more than 100 because Hispanics may be counted by Hispanic ethnicity and race.

5 Percentages may total more than 100 because children can be victims of more than one type of maltreatment.

ALASKA | CONTEXT DATA VI-9



C. Characteristics of Children in Foster Care
[Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS): Foster Care File]

In Foster Care on 10/1 FY Entered Foster Care in FY Exited Foster Care in FY In Foster Care on 9/30 FY
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total Number 2,010 1,990 1,848 1,878 1,096 999 1,068 943 913 996 844 781 2,193 1,993 2,072 2,040
Median length

of stay (months) 15.0 17.4 17.7 17.0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 14.3 16.9 19.1 14.5 16.7 17.8 16.5 17.5
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 4.9 4.0 3.7 4.8 14.7 14.1 15.3 14.4 3.0 3.9 3.2 3.6 4.0 35 4.7 4.1
1 year 6.7 7.0 7.2 5.3 75 9.7 6.7 8.5 6.1 6.6 7.6 6.7 7.0 6.9 5.3 6.7
2 years 6.3 6.3 6.4 7.2 7.0 7.1 7.2 6.5 7.3 7.6 6.5 9.1 6.6 6.6 75 5.4
3 years 5.4 6.2 6.5 6.2 5.7 8.0 6.2 6.2 5.9 8.1 7.3 7.3 6.3 6.6 5.9 5.9
4 years 5.6 6.1 5.4 6.1 6.2 4.9 5.6 5.8 5.0 6.7 8.4 9.3 6.0 5.3 6.0 5.6
5 years 5.8 5.3 5.9 4.6 5.7 5.4 4.9 5.1 5.5 6.3 6.3 5.0 5.6 6.0 4.2 5.0
6 years 6.6 6.1 5.0 5.6 7.3 5.7 6.2 6.2 6.2 5.3 5.2 6.7 6.2 5.2 5.6 4.9
7 years 5.4 6.9 5.9 5.9 5.8 7.4 5.1 4.5 5.7 6.9 5.3 5.5 7.0 5.9 5.8 5.1
8 years 6.2 5.4 5.8 5.2 6.5 4.7 4.6 5.0 6.4 7.4 58 6.1 5.5 6.1 5.3 4.9
9 years 6.6 6.3 5.5 5.3 5.5 6.4 5.0 4.8 6.8 6.2 4.4 4.5 5.9 5.5 5.3 5.1
10 years 6.0 6.1 6.3 5.8 4.7 55 5.3 4.8 6.0 5.7 5.0 5.5 6.2 6.0 5.6 5.4
11 years 5.5 6.0 6.1 6.1 6.1 4.1 5.2 6.0 5.1 5.0 6.3 5.6 5.9 5.9 6.1 5.6
12 years 4.7 5.3 5.8 5.7 4.5 3.9 5.1 5.6 4.2 4.5 4.7 5.5 5.3 5.7 5.8 6.5
13 years 5.6 5.0 5.3 5.8 3.7 3.8 5.2 4.2 5.4 4.3 5.3 2.8 4.6 5.2 5.6 6.1
14 years 4.9 5.1 4.9 5.5 3.9 3.1 4.8 4.9 4.1 3.1 4.3 3.8 5.0 5.0 5.6 5.8
15 years 4.6 4.1 5.4 5.5 2.3 3.2 3.7 3.3 4.6 1.7 3.2 3.6 4.0 5.1 5.6 5.5
16 years 4.5 4.2 4.3 4.6 2.0 2.1 2.2 3.4 35 3.3 3.0 3.2 4.1 4.5 4.7 5.3
17 years 35 3.2 3.1 3.2 0.6 0.7 1.6 0.8 4.1 3.3 3.4 3.2 3.1 3.0 3.2 4.2
18 years 1.2 1.0 1.3 1.3 0.2 0.0 <.1 0.0 4.9 3.1 3.9 2.0 1.1 1.4 15 19
19 years <A1 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.5 0.5 0.9 0.5 0.4 0.6 0.7
20 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.0 <A1 0.3 <. 0.2
Missing data <.1 <.1 <.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 <. <.1 <.1 0.0

Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Alaska Native/
American Indian 55.0 59.8 61.4 61.4 57.4 59.6 55.0 61.7 51.4 58.9 56.2 55.8 57.7 60.2 60.2 63.7

Asian 0.9 1.0 0.8 0.7 0.5 1.1 0.6 0.3 0.4 15 0.5 1.2 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.4

Black (non-Hispanic) 9.9 10.0 9.1 9.4 8.4 9.4 10.6 6.4 8.1 111 10.1 10.9 9.8 9.1 9.5 7.5

Native Hawaiian/
other Pacific

Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Hispanic (of any race) 2.2 1.6 1.2 1.7 15 0.9 25 34 2.4 1.6 1.7 1.3 1.7 1.3 1.7 2.6
White (non-Hispanic) 29.5 26.3 26.5 255 28.4 27.2 294 26.1 33.8 245 299 28.4 271 27.6 26.6 24.7
Two or more races 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Unknown 25 1.3 1.1 1.3 3.9 1.8 2.0 2.1 3.8 2.3 1.8 2.4 2.7 1.1 1.3 1.2
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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D. Characteristics of Children “Waiting for E. Characteristics of Children Adopted

Adoption"”® (AFCARS: Foster Care File) (AFCARS: Adoption File)
Waiting for Adoption 2000 2001 2002 2003 Adoptions 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total waiting children 688 701 621 639 Total children adopted 202 278 230 208

Numbers of waiting children
whose parents’ rights

have been terminated 371 341 357 367
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 3.2 2.7 2.7 1.9 <1 year 3.0 0.4 0.4 2.9
1 year 7.7 7.0 53 5.6 1 year 6.9 8.3 10.4 5.8
2 years 8.3 7.7 7.9 4.9 2 years 8.9 10.8 7.4 10.1
3 years 8.1 9.0 6.8 7.0 3 years 9.4 14.0 12.2 7.2
4 years 7.4 7.0 6.6 6.9 4 years 6.4 79 12.2 125
5 years 7.3 7.3 6.0 5.0 5 years 59 10.1 10.4 8.2
6 years 7.4 5.6 71 6.7 6 years 10.4 7.2 39 5.8
7 years 9.3 6.6 7.6 6.1 7 years 7.4 101 39 7.7
8 years 6.0 7.6 6.0 59 8 years 8.4 7.6 10.4 6.7
9 years 5.1 7.1 6.6 59 9 years 79 4.7 52 9.6
10 years 7.0 6.1 8.1 5.6 10 years 10.4 4.7 4.8 7.2
11 years 6.8 71 6.0 7.8 11 years 6.4 5.4 7.8 3.8
12 years 4.9 6.0 6.1 7.0 12 years 35 3.2 5.2 3.8
13 years 35 4.4 5.8 6.7 13 years 25 22 2.6 1.9
14 years 2.6 3.3 4.2 6.1 14 years 1.5 1.1 1.7 29
15 years 1.9 2.7 3.1 4.4 15 years 0.5 0.7 0.4 1.4
16 years 1.7 1.3 29 33 16 years 0.0 1.1 0.4 1.4
17 years 0.7 1.0 0.8 2.2 17 years 0.5 0.7 0.4 0.5
18 years 0.6 0.3 0.5 0.5 18 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.5
19 years 0.3 0.0 0.2 0.2 19 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
20+ years 0.1 0.3 0.0 0.2 20+ years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data — — — — Missing data — — — —
Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Alaska Native/American Indian 60.2 62.9 64.9 64.3 Alaska Native/American Indian 36.6 35.6 48.3 61.1
Asian 1.3 0.3 1.0 0.8 Asian 0.5 0.0 1.3 1.9
Black (non-Hispanic) 9.9 9.3 8.1 8.8 Black (non-Hispanic) 35 5.0 7.0 53
Native Hawaiian/ Native Hawaiian/

other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Hispanic (of any race) 2.2 0.9 0.3 0.3 Hispanic (of any race) 8.9 7.6 3.9 6.3
White (non-Hispanic) 241 26.1 251 249 White (non-Hispanic) 30.2 255 34.8 255
Two or more races 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Two or more races 19.8 26.3 4.8 0.0
Unknown 2.3 0.6 0.6 0.9 Unknown 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

© There is no Federal definition for a child waiting to be adopted. The definition used in the table above includes children who have a goal of adoption
and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. It excludes children 16 years old and older whose parental rights have been terminated and who have
a goal of emancipation. A State's own definition may differ from that used here. Furthermore, some numbers in this table may be lower than the numbers
reported in the prior Child Welfare Outcomes reports. Only children with terminations prior to the end of the fiscal year of interest are included in the
current table.
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1. Reduce Recurrence of Child 2. Reduce the Incidence of Child

Abuse and/or Neglect (NCANDS) Abuse and/or Neglect in Foster Care

(NCANDS and AFCARS: Foster Care File, Jan.-Sept.)
1.1 Recurrence of Maltreatment

Within 6 Months (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2.1 Maltreatment in Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children without a recurrence — — — — Children maltreated while in foster care — — — -
Children with one or more recurrences — — — — Children not maltreated while in foster care — — — —
Number — — —_ — Number — — — —

3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care (AFCARS: Foster Care File)

3.1 Exits of Children from Foster Care (%) 3.2 Exits of Children with a Diagnosed Disability (%)
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Adoption 18.1 25.5 25.7 22,5 Adoption — — — —
Guardianship 8.7 6.0 5.6 4.1 Guardianship — — — —
Reunification 67.8 64.6 62.9 66.7 Reunification — — — —
Other 5.4 3.8 3.2 3.5 Other — — — —
Missing data 0.1 0.1 2.6 3.2 Missing data — — — —
Number 913 9296 844 781 Number — — — —

3.3 Exits of Children Older than Age 12 at Entry into

Foster Care (%) 3.4 Exits to Emancipation (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.6 1.7 2.3 52 Children age 12 or younger at entry 18.8 27.3 50.0 222
Guardianship 11.0 9.3 10.2 6.2 Children older than 12 at entry 813 72.7 50.0 77.8
Reunification 62.6 67.8 75.0 63.9 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 25.8 21.2 10.9 21.6 Number 48 33 26 27
Missing data 0.0 0.0 1.6 3.1
Number 155 118 128 97

3.5 Exits by Race/Ethnicity (%)

Alaska Native/Am. In. Asian Black (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 17.9 26.7 24.7 25.9 0.0 40.0 25.0 1.1 13.5 18.9 24.7 12.9
Guardianship 7.0 515 6.1 3.9 25.0 0.0 0.0 1.1 5.4 10.8 8.2 1.2
Reunification 69.9 64.9 61.2 62.6 75.0 60.0 75.0 66.7 73.0 68.5 63.5 80.0
Other 49 2.9 3.6 25 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.1 8.1 1.8 3.5 3.5
Missing data 0.2 0.0 4.4 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 24
Number 469 587 474 436 4 15 4 9 74 111 85 85

Native Hawaiian/Other Pac. Is. Hispanic (of any race) White (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 18.2 50.0 35.7 0.0 19.1 24.2 28.2 23.0
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 13.3 6.6 4.0 5.9
Reunification 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 81.8 50.0 64.3 100.0 61.5 62.3 65.1 65.3
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.1 6.6 2.4 5.4
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.4 0.5
Number 0 0 0 0 22 16 14 10 309 244 252 222

Unable to Determine Two or more races Missing Data

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 22.9 13.0 13.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 6.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Reunification 74.3 73.9 73.3 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 2.9 13.0 6.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 35 23 15 19 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

4.2 Children Re-entering

4.1 Time to Reunification (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003

Less than 12 mos. 58.0 62.4 53.3 58.7 Children entering care for the first time 81.9 81.7 80.9 79.9

At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 26.0 20.8 27.1 29.8 Children re-entering care within

At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos.  10.2 7.8 12.2 7.9 12 mos. of a prior episode 4.7 53 3.6 5.0
t least but less than 4 ] 1. ] 41 1. Children re-entering care more than

At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos 8 28 2 12 mos. after a prior episode 79 7.8 10.7 12.7

48 or more mos. 3.2 2.8 2.6 1.3 —

Missing data 08 05 06 0.4 Missing data 5.4 5.2 4.9 2.4

Number 519 643 531 521 Number 1,096 999 1,068 943

5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

5.1 Time to Adoption (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 6.1 2.0 1.4 6.8
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 15.8 18.9 16.6 17.0
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 255 26.8 30.4 29.5
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos. 20.6 32.7 26.7 21.6
48 or more mos. 321 17.7 21.7 25.0
Missing data 0.0 2.0 3.2 0.0
Number 165 254 217 176

6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Foster Care File)

6.1 Number of Placements by Time in Care (%)

In Care at Least 12 Months

In Care for 24 Months

In Care less than 12 Months but less than 24 Months or Longer Missing Time in Care
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children with 2 or
fewer placements 71.1 758  73.6 742 450 391 422 420 252 251 253 189  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Children with 3 or
more placements 289 242 264 258 550 609 578  58.0 748 749 747 811 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 1,251 1,160 1,165 1,083 797 717 675 709 1,050 1,103 1,058 1,020 8 9 18 9
7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or Institutions
(AFCARS Foster Care File)
7.1 Most Recent Placement Settings of Children Who Entered
Care During the Fiscal Year and Were Age 12
or Younger at the Time of This Placement (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Group homes 33 35 3.6 2.9
Institutions 1.4 0.5 0.9 0.4
Other settings 95.3 96.1 95.5 96.7
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 860 864 862 735
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AlaSka [STATE COMMENT]

Tammy Sandoval, Deputy Commissioner
Office of Children's Services
Department of Health and Social Services

The following are Alaska’s comments on the State’s data presented in Child Welfare Outcomes 2003:
Report to Congress.

Section B (Child Maltreatment Victims): The large increase in child victims in 2001 is due in part
to a change in Alaska’s methodology for counting child maltreatment victims. Beginning in 2001, children
were counted once for each report disposed. In prior years children were counted only once regardless of
the number of reports disposed.

Also, data entry for completed investigations often lagged behind actual dispositions. During 2001, a clean-
up effort to officially close and enter data for old investigations increased the numbers reported for that year.
Twenty-three percent of the investigations reported in 2001 were for reports received prior to July 2000.

As a result, data based on the number of investigations disposed during the year, including the number of
victims, are significantly overstated in 2001 and understated in previous years. Finally, 90 percent fewer

old investigations were included in 2002 compared to 2001, influencing the decline in reports and victims
between those years. In addition, this decline reflects a decrease in both the number of reports received and
the number of investigations assigned during the year that were completed in that year and entered into our
MIS by the time the NCANDS report was generated. The decline in the number of reports received reflects
changes in practice to improve consistency in the definition and entry of reports as well as any actual decline
in calls.

Section E (Children Adopted): Fewer adoptions were reported in the foster care files (outcome
measure 5.1) compared to the adoption file (Section E) due to delays in data entry (in the foster care file).
Adoption file data (Section E), which are reported from another source, are more reliable.

Outcome measures 1.1 (Recurrence of Maltreatment) and 2.1 (Maltreatment in Foster
Care): These measures are based on data from the NCANDS Child File. Alaska’s MIS during this report
period could not produce this file. For 2003, alternative data sources developed for the CFSR show a rate of
17.6 percent for measure 1.1 and 1.35 percent for measure 2.1.

Outcome measure 3.2 (Exits of Disabled Children): Data for measure 3.2 were not available from
our MIS.

Alaska implemented the first phase of its SACWIS in September 2004. In subsequent years, the data for the
various measures will be available as capacity is built in the new system.
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AlaSka [FEDERAL COMMENT]

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT

The following is a discussion of Alaska’s performance on the national outcomes established for the Report
to Congress. The discussion focuses on the State’s performance in 2003 and on change in performance over
time. Change over time was determined by calculating the percent change in performance from 2000 to
2003. A percent change that was less than 5.0 in either direction (i.e., positive or negative) was considered
to represent “no change in performance.”

Outcome 1. Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect

Alaska’s performance with regard to achieving outcome 1 cannot be assessed because the State does not
provide data to the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDSY) for calculating the measure
for this outcome (measure 1.1). To ensure consistency across States, the Report to Congress presents only
data submitted through NCANDS.

Alaska provided sufficient data to NCANDS to calculate the number of child victims in the State in

2003 (7,996). The child victim rate in 2003 was 42.2 child victims per 1,000 children in the State’s child
population, which not only exceeds the median of 10.6 child victims per 1,000 children in the population
but is the highest child victim rate in the nation.

Outcome 2. Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care

Alaska’s performance with regard to achieving outcome 2 cannot be assessed because the State does
not provide data to NCANDS for calculating the measure (measure 2.1) for this outcome. To ensure
consistency across States, the Report to Congress presents only data submitted through NCANDS.

Outcome 3. Increase permanency for children in foster care

In 2003, 93.3 percent of children exiting foster care in Alaska were discharged to a permanent home
(measure 3.1), which exceeds the national median of 86.3 percent. Also, 75.3 percent of the children
exiting foster care who were older than age 12 when they entered foster care were discharged to a permanent
home (measure 3.3), which exceeds the national median of 72.2 percent. Alaska does not report data
relevant to permanency for children exiting foster care who have a diagnosed disability (measure 3.2).

In 2003, 22.2 percent of the children reported as emancipated from foster care (either through legal action
or because they reach the age of majority) entered foster care when they were age 12 or younger (measure
3.4), which is less than the national median of 29.6 percent. Although performance on this measure
declined from 2000 to 2003 (+18.1 percent change), there were fewer children reported as emancipated
from foster care in 2003 (27 children) compared to 2000 (48 children).

There were no differences in exits to permanency as a function of children’s race or ethnicity (measure 3.5).
(This was assessed only when a particular race or ethnicity accounted for at least 10 percent of the exits from
foster care.) Alaska Native/American Indian children exiting foster care were as likely to be discharged to a
permanent home (92.4 percent) as were White (non-Hispanic) children exiting foster care (94.2 percent).
However, the percent of Alaska Native/American Indian children in the foster care population in 2003 (63.7
percent) was more than three times larger than the percent of Alaska Native/American Indian children in
the State’s child population (19.8 percent).
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Outcome 4. Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry

In 2003, 58.7 percent of reunifications occurred within 12 months of a child’s entry into foster care
(measure 4.1), which is less than the national median of 72.0 percent. Performance with regard to this
measure did not change from 2000 to 2003.

Although Alaska had a relatively low percentage of reunifications occurring within 12 months of a child’s
entry into foster care, the State also had a relatively low percentage of children entering foster care who
were re-entering within 12 months of a prior episode (measure 4.2). In 2003, 5.0 percent of the children
entering foster care were re-entering within 12 months of a prior foster care episode, which is less than the
national median of 9.5 percent. However, performance on this measure declined from 2000 to 2003 (+6.4
percent change). In addition, the percent of children entering foster care who were re-entering more than
12 months after a prior foster care episode increased considerably (+60.8 percent change) from 2000 (7.9
percent) to 2003 (12.7 percent). Consequently, 17.7 percent of the children entering foster care in 2003
had been in foster care at a prior time.

Outcome 5. Reduce time in foster care to adoption

In 2003, 23.8 percent of the adoptions in Alaska occurred within 24 months of a child’s entry into foster
care (measure 5.1), which is about equal to the national median of 23.9 percent. However, there is a
discrepancy between the number of children reported to the Federal Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and
Reporting System (AFCARS) Adoption File as having a finalized adoption in 2003 (208 children) and the
number of children reported to the AFCARS Foster Care File as discharged in 2003 to a finalized adoption
(176 children). Because the data on timeliness of adoptions do not include information pertaining to 15
percent of the State’s adoptions, performance on outcome 5 cannot be fully assessed.

Outcome 6. Increase placement stability

In 2003, 74.2 percent of the children in foster care in Alaska for less than 12 months experienced no more
than two placement settings, which is less than the national median of 84.2 percent (measure 6.1). In
addition, only 42.0 percent of the children in foster care in 2003 for at least 12 months, but less than 24
months, experienced two or fewer placement settings, which is less than the national median of 59.1 percent.

Outcome 7. Reduce placements of young children in group homes and institutions

In 2003, only 3.3 percent of the children entering foster care in the State who were age 12 or younger were
placed in a group home or institution (measure 7.1), which is less than the national median of 8.3 percent.
Performance on this measure improved from 2000 to 2003 (-29.8 percent change).
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Arizona [CONTEXT DATA]

A. Context Statistics

General Child Population

(Census Bureau) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Welfare Summary 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total children under 18 years 1,377,424 1,436,597 1,479,298 1,519,312 Child maltreatment victims? 7,460 5,389 5,114 4,838
Race/Ethnicity (%)’ Children in foster care on 9/30 6,475 6,050 6,173 7,469
Alaska Native/American Indian 6.6 6.6 6.3 6.2 Children adopted 853 938 793 839
Asian 1.6 1.7 15 15

Black (non-Hispanic) 3.4 3.6 3.2 3.2

Natzl)\;ﬁe'-r'i‘\;vgli"iac;r]l/slander 0.0 01 01 01

Hispanic (of any race) 36.1 36.7 36.3 37.1

White (non-Hispanic) 49.6 49.3 50.5 49.8

Two or more races 2.5 2.0 2.0 2.0

% Child population in poverty 19.6 22.3 19.3 19.1

B. Child Maltreatment Data [National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS)]

Overview Maltreatment 2000 2001 2002 2003

Information Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate

Children subject of an investigated

report alleging child maltreatment 51,811 37.6 per 1,000 54,166 37.7 per 1,000 52,288 35.3 per 1,000 76,269 50.2 per 1,000

Total child maltreatment victims® 7,460 5.4 per 1,000 5,389 3.8 per 1,000 5114 3.5 per 1,000 4,838 3.2 per 1,000

Child fatalities 7 0.5 per 100,000 13 0.9 per 100,000 21 1.4 per 100,000 14 0.9 per 100,000
Race/Ethnicity of

Age of Child Victims (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Victims (%)* 2000 2001 2002 2003

<1 year 17.6 18.8 12.0 15.5 Alaska Native/American Indian 35 3.3 3.7 3.6

1-5 years 27.7 28.4 31.7 322 Asian 0.2 0.4 0.7 0.3

6-10 years 26.1 26.1 26.8 24.7 Black (non-Hispanic) 7.9 8.3 7.1 7.3

11-15 years 23.0 22.1 24.0 225 Native Hawaiian/

16+ years 54 46 53 50 other Pacific Islander N/A N/A N/A 0.2

Unknown 0.2 0.0 01 0.0 Hispanic (of any race) 33.9 334 36.0 34.9

Number 7,460 5389 5114 2,838 White (non-Hispanic) 45.9 47.2 45.8 46.0
Two or more races 3.6 3.7 3.1 3.9
Unknown 5.0 3.7 3.6 3.7
Number 7,460 5,389 5,114 4,838

Maltreatment Types

of Child Victims (%)°® 2000 2001 2002 2003

Emotional abuse 1.5 0.7 0.9 0.9

Medical neglect 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Neglect 71.4 71.6 70.4 74.4

Physical abuse 245 253 24.9 22.2

Sexual abuse 75 6.1 7.7 6.0

Unknown/missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Number 7,460 5,389 5114 4,838

' Race/ethnicity data for 2001, 2002, and 2003 represent population estimates.

2 A child victim is defined as a child who is the subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment report.

3 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once.
4 Percentages may total more than 100 because Hispanics may be counted by Hispanic ethnicity and race.

5 Percentages may total more than 100 because children can be victims of more than one type of maltreatment.
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C. Characteristics of Children in Foster Care
[Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS): Foster Care File]

In Foster Care on 10/1 FY Entered Foster Care in FY Exited Foster Care in FY In Foster Care on 9/30 FY
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total Number 6,887 6,264 5902 6,057 4,644 4515 5,049 6,208 5056 4,729 4,778 4,796 6,475 6,050 6,173 7,469
Median length

of stay (months) 19.1 18.3 16.1 13.8 N/A N/A N/A N/A 9.4 9.6 7.7 7.1 18.0 15.8 13.7 11.0
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 4.2 4.6 5.1 5.7 14.1 13.0 13.3 16.9 5.2 4.3 4.8 6.7 4.8 5.2 5.8 7.5
1 year 5.6 6.1 6.3 7.0 6.9 6.5 6.9 6.5 5.8 6.3 6.8 6.5 6.1 6.3 70 79
2 years 5.7 5.2 5.7 5.9 5.2 6.6 6.6 7.5 6.7 6.6 6.8 8.0 5.2 5.7 59 65
3 years 5.5 4.9 5.2 5.5 5.4 4.9 5.8 6.2 6.0 5.7 6.2 6.5 4.9 5.2 5.5 5.8
4 years 4.8 5.1 4.2 4.9 4.9 5.1 4.9 5.5 5.3 5.7 5.0 5.9 5.0 4.2 4.9 5.4
5 years 5.4 4.8 4.5 3.7 4.3 4.5 4.4 4.9 5.2 5.3 4.8 5.2 4.7 4.5 3.7 4.4
6 years 5.3 4.4 4.4 4.6 4.7 4.9 5.0 4.5 5.4 5.0 5.1 4.4 4.4 4.4 4.5 4.1
7 years 4.7 4.7 4.2 4.1 4.7 4.1 4.3 4.9 5.9 4.5 4.6 4.9 4.7 4.1 4.1 4.5
8 years 5.0 4.3 4.4 3.9 4.2 4.1 3.7 3.9 4.5 4.8 4.6 4.0 4.3 4.4 40 43
9 years 5.0 4.8 4.3 3.9 4.4 3.8 3.6 3.5 45 4.1 3.8 3.8 4.7 4.2 3.9 3.6
10 years 5.2 4.9 4.5 3.7 4.0 4.2 4.0 3.4 4.0 4.1 4.5 3.4 4.8 4.5 3.8 3.8
11 years 5.3 5.3 4.5 4.3 4.3 3.7 3.9 4.1 4.6 4.6 4.1 3.7 5.3 4.5 4.3 3.7
12 years 5.3 5.2 5.4 43 4.4 4.8 4.0 3.7 4.0 4.6 4.1 3.9 5.3 5.4 4.3 4.3
13 years 6.0 6.2 5.6 5.3 5.3 5.2 5.1 4.3 4.3 43 45 4.0 6.2 5.7 54 44
14 years 6.0 7.0 7.0 6.3 6.6 6.8 6.2 5.1 5.1 5.8 5.4 4.6 7.1 7.0 64 54
15 years 6.2 6.9 7.7 7.5 6.4 7.4 7.1 5.3 5.2 6.1 6.0 4.9 7.0 7.9 7.5 6.3
16 years 6.9 6.7 7.4 8.6 6.0 6.1 6.7 55 5.3 5.9 5.9 5.5 6.7 7.3 8.7 7.4
17 years 6.2 7.0 6.9 7.4 4.1 4.3 4.4 4.2 6.2 5.2 7.4 9.8 7.0 6.8 7.4 7.5
18 years 1.2 1.3 2.2 1.9 <. 0.1 <.1 <.1 5.8 6.5 4.5 2.9 1.4 2.1 1.9 1.7
19 years 0.4 0.2 0.6 1.0 0.0 0.0 <1 0.0 0.7 0.4 0.6 0.5 0.3 0.6 10 08
20 years 0.1 <. 0.1 0.3 0.0 0.0 <A1 0.0 0.3 <. 0.3 0.5 <1 <. 0.3 0.6
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 <A1 <.1 0.0 <. <.1 <.1 <.1 <.1 <.1 0.0 0.0 <.1 0.0

Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Alaska Native/

American Indian 2.8 2.4 23 2.1 3.4 4.1 3.8 33 3.8 4.1 4.0 3.0 25 2.3 2.1 25
Asian <1 <.1 <.1 <.1 <.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.1 <.1 0.3 <. <.1 <.1 <.1 0.2
Black (non-Hispanic) ~ 12.5 12.5 10.8 9.7 9.1 7.5 7.6 7.7 9.5 9.9 8.9 8.7 12.4 10.8 9.7 8.7

Native Hawaiian/
other Pacific
Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 <. 0.0 0.1 <. 0.2 0.0 0.1 <. <1 0.0 0.0 <. 0.1

Hispanic (of any race) 31.2 333 341 349 325 325 35.7 36.2 30.5 32.0 35.0 35.0 327 33.8 34.7 359

White (non-Hispanic)  48.5 46.1 46.6 47.4 48.4 48.4 45.9 44.6 50.5 47.2 44.9 46.0 46.9 46.9 47.4 46.0

Two or more races 4.7 5.1 5.0 4.5 4.0 4.3 3.6 4.8 4.2 4.8 4.0 4.7 4.7 4.8 4.6 4.6
Unknown 0.2 0.5 1.2 1.4 25 2.8 3.2 3.0 1.5 1.7 2.9 25 0.9 1.3 1.5 2.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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D. Characteristics of Children “Waiting for E. Characteristics of Children Adopted

Adoption"”® (AFCARS: Foster Care File) (AFCARS: Adoption File)
Waiting for Adoption 2000 2001 2002 2003 Adoptions 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total waiting children 2,340 2,507 1,650 1,676 Total children adopted 853 938 793 839

Numbers of waiting children
whose parents’ rights

have been terminated 1,390 1,304 1,280 1,224
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 43 7.9 2.8 25 <1 year 0.7 0.9 2.1 2.1
1 year 8.6 10.7 9.4 115 1 year 6.0 59 10.3 11.6
2 years 8.7 8.6 8.4 8.8 2 years 11.8 13.4 125 145
3 years 7.8 7.6 7.0 7.3 3 years 9.8 11.3 10.0 10.8
4 years 71 6.6 6.4 6.7 4 years 8.4 10.0 7.8 7.4
5 years 7.0 6.6 55 5.7 5 years 8.4 8.5 8.1 7.7
6 years 6.4 6.0 6.6 52 6 years 8.4 7.2 6.8 7.7
7 years 6.6 6.1 6.4 6.0 7 years 8.6 7.0 6.6 6.6
8 years 6.4 6.3 5.4 6.0 8 years 75 59 6.9 5.4
9 years 6.5 5.8 6.9 5.1 9 years 6.4 5.8 5.8 55
10 years 6.7 6.0 5.6 5.8 10 years 6.0 4.4 55 3.7
11 years 6.9 53 6.1 5.8 11 years 5.5 6.2 5.4 3.9
12 years 53 5.7 5.8 5.4 12 years 4.0 4.9 39 4.2
13 years 4.2 4.0 6.7 5.6 13 years 4.0 2.6 3.8 29
14 years 3.7 3.4 4.8 54 14 years 2.3 2.2 1.8 2.7
15 years 2.7 29 4.7 4.2 15 years 0.8 1.6 1.1 1.8
16 years 0.9 05 1.3 2.1 16 years 0.9 1.6 0.6 1.0
17 years 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.8 17 years 0.2 0.6 0.9 0.5
18 years 0.0 0.0 <.1 0.0 18 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
19 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 19 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
20+ years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 20+ years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data — — — — Missing data — — — —
Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Alaska Native/American Indian 1.9 1.3 0.9 1.2 Alaska Native/American Indian 25 1.5 1.4 0.7
Asian <A1 <A 0.0 0.0 Asian 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Black (non-Hispanic) 10.7 9.1 8.6 7.8 Black (non-Hispanic) 10.6 9.9 8.6 6.6
Native Hawaiian/ Native Hawaiian/

other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Hispanic (of any race) 36.9 36.3 354 354 Hispanic (of any race) 25.8 383 40.6 389
White (non-Hispanic) 45.0 46.8 49.0 48.0 White (non-Hispanic) 56.4 43.7 42.7 48.2
Two or more races 5.1 55 55 6.0 Two or more races 4.8 6.4 6.3 5.2
Unknown 0.4 1.0 0.7 1.6 Unknown 0.0 0.2 0.4 0.5
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

© There is no Federal definition for a child waiting to be adopted. The definition used in the table above includes children who have a goal of adoption
and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. It excludes children 16 years old and older whose parental rights have been terminated and who have
a goal of emancipation. A State's own definition may differ from that used here. Furthermore, some numbers in this table may be lower than the numbers
reported in the prior Child Welfare Outcomes reports. Only children with terminations prior to the end of the fiscal year of interest are included in the
current table.
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1. Reduce Recurrence of Child
Abuse and/or Neglect (NCANDS)

1.1 Recurrence of Maltreatment

Arizona [OUTCOMES DATA]

2. Reduce the Incidence of Child

Abuse and/or Neglect in Foster Care
(NCANDS and AFCARS: Foster Care File, Jan.-Sept.)

Within 6 Months (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2.1 Maltreatment in Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children without a recurrence 93.9 96.0 96.5 96.6 Children maltreated while in foster care 0.34 0.17 0.25 <.
Children with one or more recurrences 6.1 4.0 3.5 3.4 Children not maltreated while in foster care ~ 99.66  99.83  99.75  99.90
Number 3,558 2,461 2,353 2,237 Number 10,450 9,647 9,760 11,296
3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care (AFCARS: Foster Care File)

3.1 Exits of Children from Foster Care (%) 3.2 Exits of Children with a Diagnosed Disability (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 18.4 18.7 17.0 17.6 Adoption 19.5 24.0 251 28.7
Guardianship 0.5 5.7 12.9 12.4 Guardianship 0.0 7.0 13.3 11.6
Reunification 71.8 66.1 56.6 55.7 Reunification 72.7 57.3 42.3 36.8
Other 9.3 9.5 13.6 14.2 Other 7.8 11.8 19.3 22.8
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 5,056 4,729 4,778 4,796 Number 128 805 1,353 1,555
3.3 Exits of Children Older than Age 12 at Entry into

Foster Care (%) 3.4 Exits to Emancipation (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.7 0.9 0.7 0.6 Children age 12 or younger at entry 23.1 234 26.5 26.9
Guardianship 0.5 3.7 71 8.1 Children older than 12 at entry 76.9 76.6 735 731
Reunification 71.3 70.9 63.9 58.2 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 27.6 245 28.3 33.1 Number 450 363 400 412
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 1,312 1,298 1,334 1,267
3.5 Exits by Race/Ethnicity (%)
Alaska Native/Am. In. Asian Black (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 13.6 5.1 4.7 4.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.9 171 16.2 14.4
Guardianship 0.0 4.1 14.5 11.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 25.0 0.2 71 13.4 13.6
Reunification 81.7 83.2 66.8 67.6 83.3 100.0 100.0 75.0 66.8 61.0 48.5 53.3
Other 4.7 7.7 14.0 17.2 16.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 121 14.8 219 18.7
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 191 196 193 145 6 3 12 4 479 467 425 418

Native Hawaiian/Other Pac. Is. Hispanic (of any race) White (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 16.2 22.7 19.6 19.3 20.0 17.3 16.4 18.4
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 4.8 13.2 14.7 0.4 6.1 12.0 10.8
Reunification 0.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 74.8 65.2 55.4 53.7 69.4 66.4 58.0 55.9
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 8.4 7.3 11.8 12.3 10.2 10.2 13.5 14.9
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number (0] 6 1 3 1,543 1,514 1,671 1,677 2,553 2,234 2,143 2,204

Unable to Determine Two or more races Missing Data

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 2.7 2.4 2.9 4.1 19.5 26.9 25.4 19.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Guardianship 0.0 2.4 12.1 11.6 1.0 7.5 17.6 10.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Reunification 97.3 90.2 75.7 69.4 73.3 55.1 42.0 58.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 0.0 4.9 9.3 14.9 6.2 10.6 15.0 11.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 74 82 140 121 210 227 193 224 0 (0] (0] 0
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4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

4.2 Children Re-entering

4.1 Time to Reunification (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 715 73.7 83.8 85.0 Children entering care for the first time 84.7 80.5 79.7 82.8
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 15.0 15.0 11.6 11.1 Children re-entering care within
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 8.0 5.2 2.7 2.1 12 mos. of a prior episode 15 13.8 12.2 101

t least but less than 4 ] 2. 5 ] 7 Children re-entering care more than
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos 8 8 08 0 12 mos. after a prior episode 3.9 5.7 8.1 7.1
48 or more mos. 2.7 3.1 1.1 1.1 —
Missing data 01 03 00 0.0 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 3632 3,127 2,704 2,673 Number 4644 4515 5049 6,208

5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

5.1 Time to Adoption (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 3.8 4.4 2.1 1.5
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 14.4 19.1 26.4 28.2
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 28.3 35.5 31.1 35.7
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos. 26.2 24.0 20.0 19.8
48 or more mos. 27.3 16.9 20.5 14.8
Missing data 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0
Number 930 884 811 845

6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Foster Care File)

6.1 Number of Placements by Time in Care (%)

In Care less than 12 Months

In Care at Least 12 Months

In Care for 24 Months

but less than 24 Months or Longer Missing Time in Care
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children with 2 or
fewer placements 82.4 824 835  83.0 515 498 510 505 296 258 213 204 66.7 154 947 100.0
Children with 3 or
more placements 149 162 162 165 47.9 498 489 494 703 742 787 796 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 5171 5,037 5,605 6,802 2,121 2,165 2,242 2,515 4,224 3,564 3,085 2,926 15 13 19 22

7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or Institutions
(AFCARS Foster Care File)

7.1 Most Recent Placement Settings of Children Who Entered
Care During the Fiscal Year and Were Age 12

or Younger at the Time of This Placement (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Group homes 6.6 7.7 9.3 9.5
Institutions 20.6 231 25.0 19.3
Other settings 67.0 68.5 65.7 713
Missing data 5.7 0.7 0.0 0.0
Number 3,292 3,138 3,510 4,631

ARIZONA | OUTCOMES DATA  VI-21



Arizona [STATE COMMENT]

VI-22 ARIZONA | STATE COMMENT



AriZOna [FEDERAL COMMENT]

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT

The following is a discussion of Arizona’s performance on the national outcomes established for the Report
to Congress. The discussion focuses on the State’s performance in 2003 and on change in performance over
time. Change over time was determined by calculating the percent change in performance from 2000 to
2003. A percent change that was less than 5.0 in either direction (i.e., positive or negative) was considered
to represent “no change in performance.”

Outcome 1. Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect

In 2003, only 3.4 percent of the children who were victims of maltreatment during the first 6 months of the
year experienced another maltreatment incident within a 6-month period (measure 1.1). This percent not
only is less than the national median of 7.1 percent, but also represents an improvement in performance on
this measure from 2000 to 2003 (-44.3 percent change).

A corresponding change occurred with regard to the State’s child victim rate. There was a decrease in the
child victim rate from 5.4 per 1,000 children in the population in 2000 to 3.2 per 1,000 children in the
population in 2003. Arizona’s child victim rate for 2003 was the second lowest rate in the nation.

Outcome 2. Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care

In 2003, only 0.10 percent of children in foster care in Arizona were found to be victims of maltreatment by
foster parents or facility staff members measure 2.1), which is less than the national median of 0.39 percent.
In addition, this performance on this measure improved from 2000 to 2003 (-70.6 percent change).

Outcome 3. Increase permanency for children in foster care

In 2003, 85.7 percent of children exiting foster care in Arizona were discharged to a permanent home
(measure 3.1), which is about equal to the national median of 86.3 percent. Also in 2003, 77.1 percent

of the children exiting foster care who had a diagnosed disability were discharged to a permanent home
(measure 3.2), which is slightly less than the national median of 79.5 percent. In contrast, only 66.9
percent of the children exiting foster care in 2003 who were older than age 12 when they entered foster care
were discharged to a permanent home (measure 3.3). This percent not only is less than the national median
of 72.2 percent, but also represents a decline in performance from 2000 to 2003 (-7.7 percent change).

With regard to ensuring that children who are emancipated from foster care (either through legal action

or because they reach the age of majority) do not spend most of their formative years in foster care, 26.9
percent of the children reported as emancipated from foster care in 2003 entered foster care when they were
age 12 or younger (measure 3.4). Although this percentage is slightly less than the national median of 29.6
percent, it represents a decline in performance from 2000 to 2003 (+16.5 percent change).

The data also indicate that many children emancipated from foster care in Arizona are younger than age 18
at the time of their emancipation. In 2003, 187 of the children exiting foster care were age 18 or older at
the time of exit. However, 412 children exiting foster care in that year were reported to have a discharge
reason of emancipation.

There were no substantive differences in 2003 with regard to exits to permanency as a function of children’s
race or ethnicity (measure 3.5). (This was assessed only when a particular race or ethnicity accounted for at
least 10 percent of the exits from foster care.) Alaska Native/American Indian children exiting foster care
were as likely to be discharged to a permanent home (82.7 percent) as were White (non-Hispanic) children
(85.1 percent), Black (non-Hispanic) children (81.3 percent), and Hispanic children (87.7 percent).

ARIZONA | FEDERAL COMMENT VI-23



VI-24

However, the percent of Black (non-Hispanic) children in the foster care population in 2003 (8.7 percent)
was more than twice the percent of those children in the State’s child population (3.2 percent).

Outcome 4. Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry

In 2003, 85 percent of all reunifications in the State occurred within 12 months of a child’s entry into foster
care (measure 4.1). This percent not only exceeds the national median of 72.0 percent, but also represents
an improvement in performance on this measure from 2000 to 2003 (+18.9 percent change). In addition,
only 1.8 percent of reunifications occurred after the child had been in foster care for at least 36 months,
which is less than the national median of 3.5 percent.

Although Arizona had a relatively high percentage of reunifications in 2003 that occurred within 12 months
of a child’s entry into foster care, the State also had a relatively high percentage of children entering foster
care in 2003 who were re-entering within 12 months of a prior episode. In 2003, 10.1 percent of children
entering foster care in Arizona were re-entering within 12 months of a prior episode (measure 4.2), which

is higher than the national median of 9.5 percent. However, performance on this measure exhibited
improvement from 2000 to 2003 (-12.2 percent change). An additional finding for 2003 was that 7.1
percent of the children entering foster care were re-entering more than 12 months after a prior episode.

This percentage represents a substantial increase from 2000 to 2003 (+82.1 percent change). Consequently,
17.2 percent of the children entering foster care in 2003 had been in foster care at a prior time.

Outcome 5. Reduce time in foster care to adoption

In 2003, 29.7 percent of all finalized adoptions in Arizona occurred within 24 months of a child’s entry
into foster care (measure 5.1). This percent not only exceeds the national median of 23.9 percent, but also
represents an improvement in performance on the measure from 2000 to 2003 (+62.2 percent change).

Outcome 6. Increase placement stability

In 2003, 83.0 percent of the children in foster care for less than 12 months experienced no more than two
placement settings (measure 6.1), which is about equal to the national median of 84.2 percent. However,
only 50.5 percent of the children in foster care for at least 12 months, but less than 24 months, experienced
no more than two placement settings, which is less than the national median of 59.1 percent.

Outcome 7. Reduce placements of young children in group homes and institutions

In 2003, 28.8 percent of the children entering foster care in Arizona who were age 12 or younger were
placed in a group home or institution (measure 7.1). This percent not only far exceeds the national median
of 8.3 percent, but also represents a decline in performance on this measure from 2000 to 2003 (+5.9
percent change).
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[CONTEXT DATA]

A. Context Statistics

General Child Population

(Census Bureau) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Welfare Summary 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total children under 18 years 680,208 680,051 681,975 682,013 Child maltreatment victims? 7,479 6,927 7,302 7,232

Race/Ethnicity (%)’ Children in foster care on 9/30 3,045 2,959 2,971 3,014

Alaska Native/American Indian 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.6 Children adopted 325 362 297 385

Asian 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8

Black (non-Hispanic) 20.6 20.7 20.2 20.3

Natzl)\;ﬁe'-r'i‘\;vgli"iac;r]l/slander 0.0 <1 <1 <1

Hispanic (of any race) 4.7 4.9 4.8 5.0

White (non-Hispanic) 71.3 711 71.8 71.5

Two or more races 1.7 1.7 1.6 1.6

% Child population in poverty  27.3 28.3 31.2 26.8

B. Child Maltreatment Data [National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS)]

Overview Maltreatment 2000 2001 2002 2003

Information Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate

Children subject of an investigated

report alleging child maltreatment 23,335 34.3 per 1,000 25,655 37.7 per 1,000 26,237 38.5 per 1,000 44,666 65.5 per 1,000

Total child maltreatment victims® 7,479 11.0 per 1,000 6,927 10.2 per 1,000 7,302 10.7 per 1,000 7,232 10.6 per 1,000

Child fatalities 12 1.8 per 100,000 22 3.2 per 100,000 13 1.9 per 100,000 10 1.5 per 100,000
Race/Ethnicity of

Age of Child Victims (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Victims (%)* 2000 2001 2002 2003

<1 year 5.9 5.0 5.8 6.3 Alaska Native/American Indian 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2

1-5 years 27.4 27.8 27.9 28.3 Asian 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.2

6-10 years 29.3 27.3 28.1 27.4 Black (non-Hispanic) 22.4 215 21.2 215

11-15 years 30.0 31.5 30.5 30.5 Native Hawaiian/

16+ years 6.9 78 72 6.8 other Pacific Islander N/A N/A N/A 0.1

Unknown 05 06 05 0.8 Hispanic (of any race) 2.2 3.7 4.6 43

Normber 7,479 6,927 7302 7232 White (non-Hispanic) 725 68.4 69.3 69.1
Two or more races 0.0 3.8 3.9 4.3
Unknown 2.6 2.2 0.5 0.3
Number 7,479 6,927 7,302 7,232

Maltreatment Types

of Child Victims (%)°® 2000 2001 2002 2003

Emotional abuse 0.6 0.9 0.7 1.1

Medical neglect 3.4 3.4 2.8 3.0

Neglect 52.7 47.2 50.4 54.5

Physical abuse 223 26.5 21.0 18.9

Sexual abuse 27.9 30.6 32.7 29.2

Unknown/missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Other 1.2 0.4 0.2 0.3

Number 7,479 6,927 7,302 7,232

' Race/ethnicity data for 2001, 2002, and 2003 represent population estimates.

2 A child victim is defined as a child who is the subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment report.
3 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once.
4 Percentages may total more than 100 because Hispanics may be counted by Hispanic ethnicity and race.
5 Percentages may total more than 100 because children can be victims of more than one type of maltreatment.
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C. Characteristics of Children in Foster Care
[Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS): Foster Care File]

In Foster Care on 10/1 FY Entered Foster Care in FY Exited Foster Care in FY In Foster Care on 9/30 FY
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total Number 3,180 2,855 2,816 2,864 3,542 3,347 3,350 3,561 3,679 3,244 3,196 3,411 3,045 2959 2971 3,014
Median length

of stay (months) 12.3 12.6 12.4 12.9 N/A N/A N/A N/A 4.6 3.0 2.8 2.2 12.6 11.8 12.6 12.5
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 3.6 4.8 4.4 3.6 9.7 9.6 10.7 12.0 4.8 5.2 6.2 6.9 4.7 4.3 3.6 4.3
1 year 53 5.1 5.9 6.5 6.5 7.1 6.8 6.5 6.2 6.6 6.5 6.5 5.0 6.2 6.5 5.9
2 years 53 4.9 5.5 5.7 53 5.9 7.4 7.2 6.0 6.3 7.1 7.3 4.8 5.4 59 59
3 years 4.1 4.6 4.1 5.6 5.1 5.1 5.7 5.6 5.1 5.7 6.0 6.3 4.6 4.1 5.7 5.6
4 years 4.6 4.2 4.0 4.0 4.6 4.9 4.8 5.8 4.7 5.4 4.9 5.9 4.1 4.1 4.0 5.2
5 years 4.1 43 3.8 3.9 4.7 4.8 4.6 4.8 4.4 5.1 4.3 4.7 4.4 3.8 4.1 4.0
6 years 4.4 4.4 3.7 4.2 5.1 4.6 4.3 5.1 4.9 4.9 4.3 5.4 4.4 3.8 4.2 3.6
7 years 4.0 4.4 43 39 4.6 4.9 4.8 43 4.6 5.1 4.6 3.9 4.5 4.2 4.1 4.4
8 years 4.9 3.7 4.3 4.2 4.7 4.7 4.1 4.5 4.8 4.9 43 4.7 3.7 4.2 4.2 3.9
9 years 4.2 5.0 4.1 4.0 4.9 4.9 4.3 3.9 45 4.2 4.1 4.2 5.0 4.1 40 40
10 years 4.1 4.1 4.7 4.6 4.5 4.2 4.8 4.0 4.8 4.6 4.3 4.3 4.0 4.7 4.6 3.8
11 years 4.8 4.0 4.9 5.5 4.3 5.1 4.7 3.8 4.6 4.1 4.5 4.0 3.9 5.0 5.4 4.1
12 years 5.4 5.0 5.0 4.8 5.2 5.2 4.4 5.2 4.6 4.5 4.8 4.9 5.0 5.1 4.7 5.2
13 years 5.6 6.1 6.0 5.2 6.2 5.8 5.8 5.3 5.2 45 5.1 3.5 6.3 5.9 5.2 6.0
14 years 7.0 6.7 7.3 6.6 7.2 6.3 5.6 5.8 6.0 5.2 4.8 5.0 6.8 7.3 6.5 6.3
15 years 7.5 7.7 7.6 8.4 6.4 6.7 6.1 6.5 6.2 6.0 5.4 5.9 7.9 7.7 8.5 8.2
16 years 8.6 8.8 8.4 8.0 6.6 5.7 6.9 5.7 6.1 5.6 6.2 5.6 8.7 8.3 78 89
17 years 8.5 8.2 8.5 8.3 4.3 4.5 4.1 4.0 6.7 6.2 71 71 8.0 8.2 8.1 71
18 years 25 2.6 2.2 2.1 <. 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.5 4.9 4.4 3.0 2.7 2.2 2.0 2.2
19 years 0.9 0.8 0.9 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.9 0.9 07 09
20 years 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.2 0.5 0.4 0.2 0.4
Missing data <.1 <.1 <.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 <.1 0.2 0.2 <.1 <. <. <.1 <.1 <.1

Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Alaska Native/
American Indian 0.4 <A1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.1 <. 0.3 0.2 0.2

Asian 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.1 <.1

Black (non-Hispanic) ~ 40.5 38.2 33.8 31.7 30.7 26.4 25.0 27.0 321 29.0 265 27.3 39.4 349 31.8 31.0

Native Hawaiian/
other Pacific

Islander <.1 0.0 0.0 <.1 0.0 <. <.1 <.1 0.0 <.1 0.0 0.0 <. 0.0 <1 <.1
Hispanic (of any race) 2.1 1.9 2.2 3.2 2.2 3.2 5.4 43 2.4 3.1 4.7 4.1 1.9 2.0 3.2 35
White (non-Hispanic) 54.9 56.0 57.9 57.8 62.5 63.5 64.2 61.7 61.4 61.6 64.1 62.1 55.8 58.3 58.4 57.5
Two or more races 0.7 2.6 5.0 6.6 1.8 5.0 4.6 6.5 1.7 4.3 3.7 5.9 0.7 3.4 6.0 7.4
Unknown 1.2 1.1 0.7 0.5 2.3 1.3 0.3 0.2 1.7 1.4 0.5 0.3 1.9 0.9 0.4 0.3
Missing data <.1 <.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 <.1 0.0 0.0 <. 0.0 0.0 0.0
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D. Characteristics of Children “Waiting for E. Characteristics of Children Adopted

Adoption"”® (AFCARS: Foster Care File) (AFCARS: Adoption File)
Waiting for Adoption 2000 2001 2002 2003 Adoptions 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total waiting children 817 808 982 986 Total children adopted 325 362 297 385

Numbers of waiting children
whose parents’ rights

have been terminated 63 248 414 414
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 3.7 3.2 2.0 3.1 <1 year 34 1.7 3.0 2.6
1 year 5.4 5.7 8.6 7.1 1 year 6.2 6.6 57 7.0
2 years 6.6 6.4 8.9 6.9 2 years 9.2 8.6 9.8 145
3 years 6.2 6.4 6.9 6.5 3 years 105 9.4 9.8 10.6
4 years 6.1 59 6.1 6.9 4 years 7.7 8.0 7.1 10.1
5 years 6.4 5.8 6.0 4.4 5 years 5.8 8.3 5.4 6.8
6 years 5.4 5.8 6.0 5.6 6 years 5.8 8.0 5.7 75
7 years 6.2 6.1 5.2 5.6 7 years 6.5 75 7.7 3.6
8 years 6.2 59 6.0 6.6 8 years 43 4.7 71 4.2
9 years 8.4 6.9 5.1 6.3 9 years 6.8 4.7 7.7 52
10 years 7.0 7.8 7.0 55 10 years 3.7 8.0 5.4 6.0
11 years 6.2 6.1 7.1 6.0 11 years 71 5.8 5.7 52
12 years 7.3 6.9 5.7 79 12 years 55 55 4.4 29
13 years 6.5 6.7 59 6.1 13 years 4.6 22 34 39
14 years 6.1 5.4 59 5.6 14 years 4.6 3.6 34 4.9
15 years 2.7 5.8 55 5.7 15 years 2.8 2.2 3.7 23
16 years 2.7 1.6 1.6 29 16 years 31 4.1 3.0 1.6
17 years 0.7 0.9 0.3 1.1 17 years 0.9 0.8 2.0 1.0
18 years 0.0 0.4 0.1 0.3 18 years 0.9 0.3 0.0 0.0
19 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 19 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
20+ years 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 20+ years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data — — — — Missing data — — — —
Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Alaska Native/American Indian 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.1 Alaska Native/American Indian 0.6 0.0 0.3 0.0
Asian 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 Asian 0.0 03 03 0.0
Black (non-Hispanic) 41.4 379 30.8 28.9 Black (non-Hispanic) 36.6 329 33.0 30.9
Native Hawaiian/ Native Hawaiian/

other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Hispanic (of any race) 2.1 1.7 25 2.8 Hispanic (of any race) 4.0 2.8 1.7 4.4
White (non-Hispanic) 54.1 55.4 59.1 59.7 White (non-Hispanic) 57.2 61.9 60.9 61.0
Two or more races 0.6 3.6 6.4 7.9 Two or more races 0.9 1.7 3.4 3.6
Unknown 1.7 1.1 0.9 0.4 Unknown 0.3 0.6 0.3 0.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Missing data 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0

© There is no Federal definition for a child waiting to be adopted. The definition used in the table above includes children who have a goal of adoption
and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. It excludes children 16 years old and older whose parental rights have been terminated and who have
a goal of emancipation. A State's own definition may differ from that used here. Furthermore, some numbers in this table may be lower than the numbers
reported in the prior Child Welfare Outcomes reports. Only children with terminations prior to the end of the fiscal year of interest are included in the
current table.
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Arkansas eocons o

1. Reduce Recurrence of Child 2. Reduce the Incidence of Child

Abuse and/or Neglect (NcANDS) Abuse and/or Neglect in Foster Care
(NCANDS and AFCARS: Foster Care File, Jan.-Sept.)
1.1 Recurrence of Maltreatment

Within 6 Months (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2.1 Maltreatment in Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children without a recurrence 94.4 94.6 94.1 94.9 Children maltreated while in foster care 0.17 0.26 0.26 0.25
Children with one or more recurrences 5.6 5.4 5.9 5.1 Children not maltreated while in foster care 99.83 99.74 99.74 99.75
Number 3,887 3,372 3,523 3,214 Number 5991 5,428 5,436 5,669

3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care (AFCARS: Foster Care File)

3.1 Exits of Children from Foster Care (%) 3.2 Exits of Children with a Diagnosed Disability (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 10.7 10.9 9.3 11.0 Adoption 15.8 21.7 20.7 20.0
Guardianship 0.0 1.0 1.7 2.3 Guardianship 0.0 0.7 1.9 1.1
Reunification 59.7 715 81.0 80.3 Reunification 51.1 54.8 59.9 61.9
Other 5.3 6.2 8.0 6.4 Other 8.9 13.6 17.4 17.0
Missing data 24.4 10.4 <.1 <.1 Missing data 24.1 9.1 0.0 0.0
Number 3,679 3,244 3,196 3,411 Number 783 538 362 370

3.3 Exits of Children Older than Age 12 at Entry into

Foster Care (%) 3.4 Exits to Emancipation (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 2.0 1.8 1.7 1.1 Children age 12 or younger at entry 14.5 19.9 14.3 16.4
Guardianship 0.0 1.7 2.7 3.7 Children older than 12 at entry 85.5 80.1 85.7 83.6
Reunification 54.4 66.8 73.7 76.5 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 143 15.0 21.8 18.7 Number 172 166 223 195
Missing data 29.2 14.7 0.1 0.0
Number 1,136 946 9266 937

3.5 Exits by Race/Ethnicity (%)

Alaska Native/Am. In. Asian Black (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 6.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 10.9 13.8 10.6 115
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.4 05 1.7
Reunification 40.0 60.0 100.0 100.0 72.7 100.0 90.9 100.0 61.5 65.9 79.9 78.5
Other 6.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 9.1 0.0 5.0 6.3 8.9 8.3
Missing data 46.7 40.0 0.0 0.0 27.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 225 12.6 0.1 0.0
Number 15 5 7 4 11 8 11 5 1,180 941 846 932

Native Hawaiian/Other Pac. Is. Hispanic (of any race) White (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 13.5 9.9 4.7 10.6 10.9 10.3 9.1 10.5
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.0 1.3 0.7 0.0 1.0 2.2 26
Reunification 0.0 333 0.0 0.0 55.1 78.2 89.3 87.9 58.7 72.5 80.7 80.7
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.4 5.9 4.7 0.7 5.8 6.4 8.0 6.1
Missing data 0.0 66.7 0.0 0.0 28.1 4.0 0.0 0.0 24.7 9.8 <.1 <1
Number 0 3 0 0 89 101 150 141 2,260 1,999 2,049 2,118

Unable to Determine Two or more races Missing Data

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 4.8 14.9 26.7 45.5 1.6 1.4 6.8 12.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 25 25 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Reunification 64.5 70.2 66.7 54.5 66.1 89.9 83.9 80.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 3.2 6.4 6.7 0.0 0.0 2.9 6.8 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data 27.4 85 0.0 0.0 323 5.8 0.0 05 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
Number 62 47 15 11 62 139 118 200 0 1 0 0
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4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

4.2 Children Re-entering

4.1 Time to Reunification (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003

Less than 12 mos. 86.2 85.7 86.1 87.9 Children entering care for the first time 85.8 81.4 81.5 81.8

At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 9.4 10.4 9.4 8.2 Children re-entering care within

At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 2.4 1.6 2.4 23 12 mos. of a prior episode 105 12.1 1.2 14
t least but less than 4 ] ] ] 7 ] Children re-entering care more than

At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos 08 0.6 0 0.6 12 mos. after a prior episode 2.6 5.8 7.0 6.7

48 or more mos. 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.3 —

Missing data 05 13 0.8 07 Missing data 1.1 06 03 01

Number 2,196 2,319 2,589 2,740 Number 3,542 3347 3350 3,561

5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

5.1 Time to Adoption (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 8.7 5.9 7.1 35
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 255 29.3 27.0 35.0
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 21.2 28.7 30.7 34.0
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos. 16.3 17.2 17.9 18.2
48 or more mos. 11.7 18.9 16.2 9.4
Missing data 16.6 0.0 1.0 0.0
Number 392 355 296 374

6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Foster Care File)

6.1 Number of Placements by Time in Care (%)

In Care less than 12 Months

In Care at Least 12 Months

In Care for 24 Months

but less than 24 Months or Longer Missing Time in Care
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children with 2 or
fewer placements 73.8 753 768  77.8 492 394 407 387 445 306 244 230 750 703 698 789
Children with 3 or
more placements 183 232 217 215 478 600 59.0 612 523 686 73.7 770 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 4,048 3,797 3,773 3,992 1,163 1,086 1,073 1,071 1,421 1,283 1,268 1,324 92 37 53 38
7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or Institutions
(AFCARS Foster Care File)
7.1 Most Recent Placement Settings of Children Who Entered
Care During the Fiscal Year and Were Age 12
or Younger at the Time of This Placement (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Group homes 0.0 0.7 1.7 0.6
Institutions 3.8 8.3 115 12.8
Other settings 96.0 90.9 86.8 86.5
Missing data 0.2 <.1 <.1 0.1
Number 2,277 2,318 2,336 2,540
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PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT

The following is a discussion of Arkansas performance with regard to achieving the national outcomes
established for the Report to Congress. The discussion focuses on the State’s performance in 2003 and on
change in performance over time. Change over time was determined by calculating the percent change in
performance from 2000 to 2003. A percent change that was less than 5.0 in either direction (i.e., positive
or negative) was considered to represent “no change in performance.”

Outcome 1. Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect

In 2003, 5.1 percent of the children in Arkansas who were victims of maltreatment during the first 6
months of the year experienced another maltreatment incident within a 6-month period (measure 1.1).
This percent is not only less than the national median of 7.1 percent, but also represents improvement in
performance from 2000 to 2003 (-8.9 percent change). The child victim rate in 2003 was 10.6 victims per
1,000 children in the State population, which is equal to the national median.

Outcome 2. Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care

In 2003, only 0.25 percent of children in foster care in Arkansas were found to be victims of maltreatment
by foster parents or facility staff members (measure 2.1). Although this percent is less than the national
median of 0.39, performance on this measure declined from 2000 to 2003 (+47.1 percent change).

Outcome 3. Increase permanency for children in foster care

In 2003, 93.6 percent of children exiting foster care in Arkansas were discharged to a permanent home
(measure 3.1), which exceeds the national median of 86.3 percent. Also in 2003, 83.0 percent of the
children exiting foster care who had a diagnosed disability were discharged to a permanent home (measure
3.2), which exceeds the national median of 79.5 percent. Finally, 81.3 percent of the children exiting foster
care in 2003 who were older than age 12 when they entered foster care were discharged to a permanent
home (measure 3.3), which exceeds the national median of 72.2 percent. Change in performance on these
measures from 2000 to 2003 cannot be assessed because of missing information in 2000 and 2001 regarding
discharge reasons.

In 2003, only 16.4 percent of the children reported as emancipated from foster care (either through legal
action or because they reach the age of majority) entered foster care when they were age 12 or younger
(measure 3.4). Although this percent is less than the national median of 29.6, performance on this measure
declined from 2000 to 2003 (+13.1 percent change).

The data reported in measure 3.4 suggest that some children might be emancipated from foster care
before their 18th birthday. For example, in 2003, 130 of the children exiting foster care were age 18 or
older. However, 195 children exiting foster care in that year were reported to have a discharge reason of
emancipation.

There were no real differences in exits to permanency as a function of children’s race or ethnicity (measure
3.5). (This was assessed only when a particular race or ethnicity accounted for at least 10 percent of the exits
from foster care.) Black (non-Hispanic) children exiting foster care were about as likely to be discharged

to a permanent home (91.7 percent) as were White (non-Hispanic) children (93.8 percent). However, the
percent of Black (non-Hispanic) children in the foster care population in 2003 (31.0 percent) exceeded the
percent of these children in the State’s child population (20.3 percent).
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Outcome 4. Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry

In 2003, 87.9 percent of all reunifications occurred within 12 months of a child’s entry into foster care
(measure 4.1), which exceeds the national median of 72.0 percent. Performance on this measure did not
change from 2000 to 2003. Also, only 0.9 percent of reunifications occurred after a child had been in foster
care for at least 36 months, which is less than the national median of 3.5 percent.

Although a high percentage of children are reunified within 12 months of entering foster care, a high
percentage of children also are re-entering foster care. In 2003, 11.4 percent of children entering foster

care in Arkansas were re-entering within 12 months of a prior episode (measure 4.2). This percent not only
exceeds the national median of 9.5 percent, but also represents a decline in performance from 2000 to 2003
(+8.6 percent change). In addition, 6.7 percent of children entering foster care were re-entering more than
12 months after a prior foster care episode. Consequently, 18.1 percent of the children entering foster care
in 2003 had been in foster care at a prior time, compared to 13.1 percent of the children entering foster care
in 2000.

Outcome 5. Reduce time in foster care to adoption

In 2003, 38.5 percent of all finalized adoptions in Arkansas occurred within 24 months of a child’s entry
into foster care (measure 5.1). This percent not only exceeds the national median of 23.9 percent, but also
represents an improvement in performance from 2000 to 2003 (+12.6 percent change).

Outcome 6. Increase placement stability

In 2003, 77.8 percent of the children in foster care in Arkansas for less than 12 months experienced no
more than two placement settings, which is less than the national median of 84.2 percent (measure 6.1). In
addition, only 38.7 percent of the children in foster care for at least 12 months, but less than 24 months,
experienced no more than two placement settings, which is considerably less than the national median of
59.1 percent. Children in foster care for 12 months were far more likely to experience placement stability
than were children in foster care for 12 to 24 months.

Outcome 7. Reduce placements of young children in group homes and institutions

The data relevant to performance on outcome 7 suggest that there may be data quality issues associated
with this measure. In 2000, only 3.8 percent of the children entering foster care who were age 12 and
younger were placed in a group home or institution (measure 7.1). However, in 2003, that percentage was
13.4, reflecting a 252.6 percent change. It may be possible that the change is due to implementation of a
group home or institution placement policy for children after 2000 that is reflected in a steadily increasing
percentage for this measure from 2001 to 2003.
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A. Context Statistics

General Child Population

(Census Bureau) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Welfare Summary 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total children under 18 years 9,271,687 9,355,719 9,375,121 9,419,970 Child maltreatment victims? 129,678 128,251 132,181 106,198
Race/Ethnicity (%)’ Children in foster care on 9/30 112,807 107,168 100,451 97,261
Alaska Native/American Indian 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 Children adopted 8,818 9,156 8,840 7,433
Asian 9.6 9.5 9.5 9.5

Black (non-Hispanic) 71 7.2 6.8 6.7

Natzl)\;ﬁe'-r'i‘\;vgli"iac;r]l/slander 0.0 04 0.3 03

Hispanic (of any race) 43.8 44.3 43.6 44.2

White (non-Hispanic) 348 35.2 36.3 35.7

Two or more races 3.9 3.0 3.0 3.0

% Child population in poverty ~ 19.2 16.4 18.7 18.5

B. Child Maltreatment Data [National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS)]

Overview Maltreatment 2000 2001 2002 2003

Information Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate

Children subject of an investigated

report alleging child maltreatment 486,127 52.4 per 1,000 485,911 51.9 per 1,000 512,880 54.7 per 1,000 464,110 49.3 per 1,000

Total child maltreatment victims? 129,678 14.0 per 1,000 128,251 13.7 per 1,000 132,181 14.1 per 1,000 106,198 11.3 per 1,000

Child fatalities 53 0.6 per 100,000 0 — per 100,000 — — per 100,000 — — per 100,000
Race/Ethnicity of

Age of Child Victims (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Victims (%)* 2000 2001 2002 2003

<1 year 9.5 9.6 9.8 10.2 Alaska Native/American Indian 1.0 0.8 0.9 1.1

1-5 years 291 28.4 28.3 27.9 Asian 3.8 35 3.4 3.1

6-10 years 30.8 30.8 30.1 29.0 Black (non-Hispanic) 15.6 14.6 14.4 15.0

11-15 years 245 25.0 25.8 26.3 Native Hawaiian/

16+ years 6.2 6.1 6.1 6.6 other Pacific Islander N/A N/A N/A 0.4

Unknown 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Hispanic (of any race) 39.6 41.3 18.3 44.0

Normber 129678 128251 132181 106,198 White (non-Hispanic) 329 320 313 317
Two or more races 0.0 25 2.7 0.0
Unknown 7.1 5.3 29.1 4.8
Number 129,678 128,251 132,181 106,198

Maltreatment Types

of Child Victims (%)° 2000 2001 2002 2003

Emotional abuse 18.7 18.2 16.3 17.7

Medical neglect 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Neglect 56.7 42.2 443 66.5

Physical abuse 16.1 14.5 13.2 14.9

Sexual abuse 8.3 8.3 7.5 8.4

Unknown/missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Other 10.5 31.2 33.0 0.2

Number 129,678 128,251 132,181 106,198

' Race/ethnicity data for 2001, 2002, and 2003 represent population estimates.

2 A child victim is defined as a child who is the subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment report.

3 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once.
4 Percentages may total more than 100 because Hispanics may be counted by Hispanic ethnicity and race.

5 Percentages may total more than 100 because children can be victims of more than one type of maltreatment.
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C. Characteristics of Children in Foster Care
[Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS): Foster Care File]

In Foster Care on 10/1 FY Entered Foster Care in FY Exited Foster Care in FY In Foster Care on 9/30 FY
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total Number 117,223 106,081 99,513 95,808 45,685 45,176 46,557 45,796 50,112 44,096 45,625 44,350 112,807 107,168 100,451 97,261
Median length

of stay (months) 245 26.2 248 229 N/A N/A N/A N/A 18.2 17.0 15.5 14.9 26.6 253 229 22.0
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 3.5 3.5 3.7 4.1 14.0 13.9 14.4 15.5 3.6 3.8 4.1 4.6 3.4 3.6 40 44
1 year 45 4.6 45 4.8 6.0 59 6.0 6.2 5.1 5.2 5.4 6.0 45 4.4 48 50
2 years 4.9 4.6 4.7 4.4 5.4 5.7 53 5.6 6.0 6.3 6.3 6.5 45 4.7 44 46
3 years 5.1 45 4.4 4.4 5.1 5.1 5.1 4.8 6.2 5.8 5.8 5.5 45 4.3 4.4 41
4 years 53 4.7 4.3 4.1 5.0 4.7 4.7 4.7 6.1 515) 5.4 5.4 4.6 4.2 4.1 4.1
5 years 5.0 4.8 45 4.0 5.1 4.8 4.7 4.6 5.7 5.3 5.0 5.0 4.8 4.4 40 338
6 years 53 4.9 4.6 43 5.1 4.8 4.8 4.4 5.7 55 5.2 4.6 4.8 45 43 3.8
7 years 5.4 5.2 4.8 4.4 4.8 4.8 4.7 45 53 5.1 5.0 4.7 5.1 4.7 45 42
8 years 5.6 53 5.2 4.6 4.7 4.6 4.4 4.4 5.2 4.9 4.8 4.6 5.2 5.0 46 44
9 years 5.5 5.5 5.2 4.9 4.6 45 4.3 4.2 5.2 4.8 4.6 45 5.4 5.1 50 44
10 years 5.5 5.4 5.6 5.1 4.3 4.4 4.1 4.0 4.4 4.4 45 4.3 53 5.4 5.1 4.8
11 years 53 5.6 5.5 5.5 4.0 4.3 4.1 4.0 4.2 4.1 4.0 4.1 5.5 5.4 54 50
12 years 5.1 5.4 5.8 5.6 4.4 45 4.3 45 4.0 4.0 4.2 43 53 5.7 56 55
13 years 53 5.6 5.8 6.0 5.1 5.0 5.1 5.0 4.0 3.9 4.0 4.1 5.5 5.7 60 58
14 years 5.7 6.0 6.2 6.5 59 59 6.1 6.1 4.2 4.1 4.4 4.4 6.0 6.1 6.5 6.6
15 years 6.1 6.7 6.8 7.2 6.5 6.5 6.7 6.5 4.4 4.9 4.7 49 6.6 6.8 71 7.3
16 years 6.6 7.0 7.2 79 6.2 6.5 6.8 6.6 4.8 5.4 5.4 5.0 6.8 7.3 77 80
17 years 6.7 6.7 6.9 7.5 3.7 4.0 4.1 4.3 6.0 6.2 6.9 7.1 6.8 7.0 7.3 8.1
18 years 2.8 2.8 2.7 29 <. 0.1 0.1 <. 8.3 9.1 85 8.7 35 3.2 30 34
19 years 0.6 0.9 0.9 1.0 <.1 <.1 <.1 <.1 15 1.4 1.4 1.4 15 1.4 11 1.3
20 years 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.5 <. <. <. 0.0 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.6 06 06
Missing data <. <. 0.2 0.5 <1 <. <. <. <. <. 0.1 <.1 0.1 0.2 0.5 0.9

Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Alaska Native/
American Indian 1.1 0.9 0.9 0.8 1.3 1.1 0.8 0.9 1.1 1.0 1.0 0.8 1.2 0.9 0.8 0.8

Asian 1.8 1.3 1.3 1.3 3.1 2.1 2.1 2.2 2.7 2.0 2.1 2.2 1.9 1.4 1.3 1.3

Black (non-Hispanic) ~ 34.3 323 31.4 30.2 215 19.7 19.0 18.3 24.7 21.9 21.3 205 33.3 31.3 30.2 29.0

Native Hawaiian/
other Pacific
Islander 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.5 0.6 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4

Hispanic (of any race) 32.9 35.6 36.7 38.0 38.2 394 421 43.0 353 383 40.1 40.0 339 36.1 37.7 394

White (non-Hispanic)  29.3 26.6 26.2 25.9 33.6 325 305 30.1 34.1 32.0 30.8 313 28.9 26.8 26.1 25.4

Two or more races <.1 2.5 2.9 3.2 0.1 2.9 33 33 0.3 2.6 3.1 3.4 <.1 2.6 2.9 3.2
Unknown 0.2 0.5 0.3 0.2 1.9 2.0 1.5 1.7 1.3 1.7 1.2 1.3 0.4 0.6 0.5 0.5
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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D. Characteristics of Children “Waiting for
Adoption"® (AFCARS: Foster Care File)

E. Characteristics of Children Adopted
(AFCARS: Adoption File)

Waiting for Adoption 2000 2001 2002 2003 Adoptions 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total waiting children 12,004 7,682 6,335 5,473 Total children adopted 8,818 9,156 8,840 7,433
Numbers of waiting children

whose parents’ rights

have been terminated 9,080 965 994 1,038
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 3.4 5.9 7.4 10.0 <1 year 23 2.0 23 1.6
1 year 7.8 8.0 9.7 10.8 1 year 8.6 8.7 9.1 11.2
2 years 9.4 7.7 6.6 8.7 2 years 129 12.4 12.6 13.0
3 years 10.0 7.3 6.8 53 3 years 13.0 10.8 1.5 11.0
4 years 10.1 8.3 6.5 5.7 4 years 12.3 109 9.8 9.7
5 years 8.8 85 6.8 5.3 5 years 10.0 9.3 8.1 8.2
6 years 79 7.9 6.9 53 6 years 7.7 8.2 7.7 7.2
7 years 7.3 7.0 7.3 5.7 7 years 6.1 6.9 6.7 6.5
8 years 6.6 7.1 59 5.8 8 years 5.6 5.6 6.0 5.7
9 years 6.0 6.4 6.6 5.0 9 years 5.6 5.6 52 52
10 years 5.0 5.9 5.9 5.8 10 years 4.0 4.9 4.7 4.7
11 years 4.4 4.9 55 5.3 11 years 3.0 3.8 4.0 4.2
12 years 33 43 4.6 5.1 12 years 2.8 3.2 35 3.2
13 years 3.1 3.0 4.0 4.2 13 years 1.9 23 2.7 2.6
14 years 25 2.8 2.8 3.7 14 years 1.4 1.8 2.2 1.9
15 years 1.8 2.3 2.6 29 15 years 1.0 1.4 1.6 1.4
16 years 1.4 1.3 2.2 2.6 16 years 0.8 1.1 1.1 1.3
17 years 0.9 0.9 1.3 2.1 17 years 0.6 0.8 0.9 1.1
18 years 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.5 18 years 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.3
19 years <A <.1 0.1 <. 19 years <A <A1 <. <.
20+ years <A1 <.1 0.0 <1 20+ years 0.0 <1 0.0 0.0
Missing data — — — — Missing data — — — —
Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Alaska Native/American Indian 0.7 0.6 0.7 0.5 Alaska Native/American Indian 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.5
Asian 1.6 0.9 1.0 0.8 Asian 1.2 1.0 1.4 1.6
Black (non-Hispanic) 31.2 34.0 323 316 Black (non-Hispanic) 221 16.8 22,6 20.2
Native Hawaiian/ Native Hawaiian/

other Pacific Islander 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 other Pacific Islander 0.2 0.3 0.6 0.3
Hispanic (of any race) 355 375 371 38.2 Hispanic (of any race) 33.9 375 40.8 39.8
White (non-Hispanic) 30.6 233 24.8 249 White (non-Hispanic) 347 30.3 28.7 32.0
Two or more races 0.0 3.2 3.7 35 Two or more races 0.3 13 1.6 55
Unknown 0.2 0.2 0.2 <. Unknown 7.1 125 3.8 0.1
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

© There is no Federal definition for a child waiting to be adopted. The definition used in the table above includes children who have a goal of adoption

and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. It excludes children 16 years old and older whose parental rights have been terminated and who have

a goal of emancipation. A State's own definition may differ from that used here. Furthermore, some numbers in this table may be lower than the numbers
reported in the prior Child Welfare Outcomes reports. Only children with terminations prior to the end of the fiscal year of interest are included in the

current table.
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1. Reduce Recurrence of Child

Abuse and/or Neglect (NCANDS)

1.1 Recurrence of Maltreatment

2. Reduce the Incidence of Child

Abuse and/or Neglect in Foster Care
(NCANDS and AFCARS: Foster Care File, Jan.-Sept.)

Within 6 Months (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2.1 Maltreatment in Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children without a recurrence 89.3 88.8 88.8 90.8 Children maltreated while in foster care — 0.34 0.33 0.20
Children with one or more recurrences 10.7 11.2 11.2 9.2 Children not maltreated while in foster care — 99.66 99.67 99.80

Number 60,886 59,715 61,017 49,327

Number — 140,134 134,724 131,639

3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care (AFCARS: Foster Care File)

3.1 Exits of Children from Foster Care (%)

3.2 Exits of Children with a Diagnosed Disability (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 15.4 17.7 18.3 17.3 Adoption 24.7 275 27.2 24.6
Guardianship 7.1 5.4 5.2 5.2 Guardianship 6.0 5.1 4.9 5.3
Reunification 61.7 59.2 58.2 61.8 Reunification 56.1 51.6 49.9 52.6
Other 14.4 15.6 15.3 15.4 Other 12.4 13.8 15.0 17.4
Missing data 1.5 2.1 3.0 0.3 Missing data 0.8 1.9 3.0 0.2
Number 50,112 44,096 45,625 44,350 Number 4,441 6,587 10,700 13,213
3.3 Exits of Children Older than Age 12 at Entry into
Foster Care (%) 3.4 Exits to Emancipation (%)
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.8 Children age 12 or younger at entry 34.7 36.2 433 453
Guardianship 2.2 21 2.3 2.6 Children older than 12 at entry 65.3 63.8 56.7 54.7
Reunification 56.0 54.1 55.2 60.0 Missing data 0.0 <.1 <.1 <.1
Other 39.9 41.3 39.0 36.3 Number 4,489 4,046 4,011 4,486
Missing data 1.3 1.8 2.7 0.3
Number 11,795 11,150 11,393 10,927
3.5 Exits by Race/Ethnicity (%)
Alaska Native/Am. In. Asian Black (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 10.0 7.8 12.4 9.4 85 10.1 1.4 12.7 15.9 17.6 19.6 17.3
Guardianship 13.5 13.6 9.0 12.0 3.6 1.6 2.2 2.8 9.2 6.8 6.5 6.2
Reunification 58.0 58.3 59.3 60.4 76.5 75.5 721 76.0 54.9 52.0 50.1 52.1
Other 17.3 18.9 16.9 17.7 10.2 10.4 1.7 8.2 19.0 21.9 21.7 24.0
Missing data 1.2 1.4 25 0.6 1.1 2.4 2.6 0.3 1.1 1.6 2.1 0.4
Number 572 434 445 351 1,359 887 952 990 12,385 9,647 9,730 9,095

Native Hawaiian/Other Pac. Is. Hispanic (of any race) White (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 9.3 11.8 15.2 9.1 14.9 17.8 19.0 17.2 16.6 18.7 171 17.4
Guardianship 2.1 4.4 9.1 2.0 7.0 4.9 4.9 4.9 5.9 5.2 4.8 5.2
Reunification 711 69.1 67.0 76.8 63.8 61.2 59.6 65.2 62.4 59.4 60.2 62.3
Other 15.5 113 6.6 10.6 12.6 13.8 12.7 12.6 13.5 14.5 15.3 14.8
Missing data 2.1 3.4 2.0 1.5 1.7 23 3.8 0.1 15 2.1 25 03
Number 194 204 197 198 17,696 16,897 18,288 17,756 17,110 14,126 14,047 13,879

Unable to Determine Two or more races Missing Data

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 2.0 35 2.4 3.6 35.6 23.7 26.2 27.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Guardianship 3.3 3.4 2.7 2.0 6.8 5.6 4.9 5.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Reunification 86.0 81.2 79.8 85.7 47.0 59.0 57.3 56.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 5.6 9.1 10.7 8.4 10.6 9.7 9.0 10.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data 3.2 2.7 4.4 0.4 0.0 2.1 2.6 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 664 733 550 561 132 1,168 1,416 1,520 0 0 0 0
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4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

4.2 Children Re-entering

4.1 Time to Reunification (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 53.2 56.0 61.2 61.4 Children entering care for the first time 80.1 78.6 78.1 77.8
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 24.2 25.3 223 24.2 Children re-entering care within
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 103 8.1 7.0 6.4 12 mos. of a prior episode 107 13 11.0 11.2

t least but less than 4 ] 4. 4 27 22 Children re-entering care more than
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos 0 3 12 mos. after a prior episode 9.0 10.1 10.8 10.9
48 or more mos. 6.5 4.8 4.7 4.1 —
Missing data 18 53 22 17 Missing data 0.2 <1 < <1
Number 30,908 26,091 26,555 27,402 Number 45,685 45176 46,557 45796

5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

5.1 Time to Adoption (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 2.4 2.2 3.4 34
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 15.7 15.7 17.6 21.8
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 30.4 25.1 25.0 26.9
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos. 235 23.4 19.4 18.3
48 or more mos. 27.9 33.3 34.4 29.5
Missing data 0.2 0.3 0.3 <.1
Number 7,693 7,801 8,367 7,664

6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Foster Care File)

6.1 Number of Placements by Time in Care (%)

In Care at Least 12 Months
but less than 24 Months

2000 2001 2002 2003

In Care less than 12 Months
2000 2001 2002 2003

In Care for 24 Months
or Longer

2000 2001

Missing Time in Care
2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Children with 2 or

fewer placements 77.7 808 803  80.0 59.0 59.8 578 569 520 465 414 379 946 946 945 980
Children with 3 or
more placements 222 191 196 200 41.0 401 421 431 480 534 586 621 5.4 5.4 5.5 1.9
Number 49,747 48,882 50,785 50,412 32,324 29,988 29,440 29,928 80,094 71,554 64,880 60,581 754 840 971 690
7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or Institutions
(AFCARS Foster Care File)
7.1 Most Recent Placement Settings of Children Who Entered
Care During the Fiscal Year and Were Age 12
or Younger at the Time of This Placement (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Group homes 3.8 39 5.1 6.4
Institutions 9.8 10.0 8.7 6.4
Other settings 86.4 86.0 86.0 87.0
Missing data <. 0.1 0.1 0.1
Number 32,668 32,040 32,521 32,164
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Mary Ault, Deputy Director
Children and Family Services Division
Department of Social Services
California Health and Human Services Agency

The following are California’s comments on the State’s data presented in Child Welfare Outcomes 2003:
Report to Congress.

Section C (Children in Foster Care): The decline in the number of children in foster care from
9/30/02 to 10/01/02 is due to the differences in reporting period and partly to late reporting of closures.
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PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT

The following is a discussion of California’s performance on the national outcomes established for

the Report to Congress. The discussion focuses on the State’s performance in 2003 and on change in
performance over time. Change over time was determined by calculating the percent change in performance
from 2000 to 2003. A percent change that was less than 5.0 in either direction (i.e., positive or negative)
was considered to represent “no change in performance.”

Outcome 1. Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect

In 2003, 9.2 percent of the children in California who were victims of maltreatment during the first 6
months of the year experienced another maltreatment incident within a 6-month period (measure 1.1).
Although this exceeds the national median of 7.1 percent, it represents an improvement in performance on
the measure from 2000 to 2003 (-14.0 percent change).

During the same time period, the child victim rate in California declined from 14.0 child victims per 1,000
children in the population in 2000 to 11.3 child victims per 1,000 children in the population in 2003.

Outcome 2. Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care

In 2003, 0.20 percent of all children in foster care in California were found to be victims of maltreatment
by foster parents or facility staff members (measure 2.1). This percent not only is less than the national
median of 0.39, but also represents improvement in performance on this measure from 2000 to 2003
(-41.2 percent change).

Outcome 3. Increase permanency for children in foster care

California’s performance with regard to outcome 3 varied as a function of the measure being assessed. In
2003, 84.3 percent of children exiting foster care were discharged to a permanent home (measure 3.1),
which is only slightly less than the national median of 86.3 percent. Also, 82.5 percent of the children
exiting foster care who had a diagnosed disability were discharged to a permanent home (measure 3.2),
which exceeds the median of 79.5 percent. In contrast, only 66.9 percent of the children exiting foster

care in 2003 who were older than age 12 when they entered foster care were discharged to a permanent
home (measure 3.3), which is less than the national median of 72.2 percent. However, performance on this
measure exhibited a slight improvement from 2000 to 2003 (+7.8 percent change).

With regard to ensuring that children who are emancipated from foster care (either through legal action or
because they reach the age of majority) do not spend most of their formative years in foster care, in 2003,
45.3 percent of the children reported as emancipated from foster care entered foster care when they were age
12 or younger (measure 3.4). This percent not only exceeds the national median of 29.6 percent, but also
represents a decline in performance on the measure from 2000 to 2003 (+30.5 percent change).

There were some differences in exits to permanency as a function of children’s race or ethnicity (measure
3.5). (This was assessed only when a particular race or ethnicity accounted for at least 10 percent of the exits
from foster care.). In particular, Black (non-Hispanic) children exiting foster care were less likely to exit to
permanency (75.6 percent) than were White (non-Hispanic) children (84.9 percent), or Hispanic children
(87.3 percent). In addition, the percent of Black children in the foster care population in 2003 (29.0
percent) was more than three times the percent of Black children in the State’s child population

(6.7 percent).
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Outcome 4. Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry

In 2003, 61.4 percent of all reunifications in California occurred within 12 months of a child’s entry into
foster care (measure 4.1), which is less than the national median of 72.0 percent. Also in 2003, 6.3 percent
of reunifications occurred after the child had been in foster care for at least 36 months, which exceeds the
national median of 3.5 percent. However, performance on both measures exhibited improvement from
2000 to 2003. That is, the percent of reunifications occurring within 12 months of a child’s entry into
foster care increased (+15.4 percent change), while the percent of reunifications occurring after a child had
been in foster care for 36 months or more decreased (-40.0 percent change).

With regard to re-entry into foster care (measure 4.2), in 2003, 11.2 percent of children entering foster care
were re-entering within 12 months of a prior episode, which exceeds the median of 9.5 percent. Although
performance on this measure did not change from 2000 to 2003, there was an overall increase in the total
percent of children entering foster care who had been in foster care at a prior time (+12.2 percent change
from 2000 to 2003). The data indicate that 22.1 percent of the children entering foster care in 2003 had
been in foster care at a prior time, compared to 19.7 percent of the children entering foster care in 2000.

Outcome 5. Reduce time in foster care to adoption

In 2003, 25.2 percent of all finalized adoptions in California occurred within 24 months of a child’s entry
into foster care (measure 5.1). This percentage not only exceeds the national median of 23.9 percent, but also
represents a substantial improvement in performance on this measure from 2000 to 2003 (39.2 percent change).

Outcome 6. Increase placement stability

In 2003, 80.0 percent of the children in foster care in California for less than 12 months experienced no
more than two placement settings, which is slightly less than the national median of 84.2 percent (measure
6.1). In addition, 56.9 percent of the children in foster care for at least 12 months, but less than 24
months, experienced no more than two placement settings, which is less than the national median of 59.1
percent.

Outcome 7. Reduce placements of young children in group homes and institutions

In 2003, 12.8 percent of the children entering foster care in California who were age 12 or younger were
placed in a group home or institution (measure 7.1). Although this percent exceeds the national median of
8.3 percent, it represents an improvement in performance on this measure from 2000 to 2003

(-5.9 percent change).
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A. Context Statistics

General Child Population

(Census Bureau) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Welfare Summary 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total children under 18 years 1,107,306 1,136,972 1,146,872 1,152,751 Child maltreatment victims? 7,467 4,837 7,570 8,137
Race/Ethnicity (%)’ Children in foster care on 9/30 7,533 7,138 9,209 8,754
Alaska Native/American Indian 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.7 Children adopted 711 749 992 1,024
Asian 2.2 23 2.2 23
Black (non-Hispanic) 43 4.6 43 4.2
Natzl)\;ﬁe'-r'i‘\;vgli"iac;r]l/slander 0.0 0.1 <1 <1
Hispanic (of any race) 235 24.0 239 247
White (non-Hispanic) 66.2 65.8 66.3 65.5
Two or more races 2.9 2.6 2.6 2.6
% Child population in poverty  10.9 10.6 12.5 11.9

B. Child Maltreatment Data [National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS)]

Overview Maltreatment 2000 2001 2002 2003
Information Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate
Children subject of an investigated

report alleging child maltreatment 35,483 32.0 per 1,000 30,983 27.2 per 1,000 40,552 35.4 per 1,000 43,217 37.5 per 1,000
Total child maltreatment victims® 7,467 6.7 per 1,000 4,837 4.2 per 1,000 7,570 6.6 per 1,000 8,137 7.1 per 1,000
Child fatalities 31 2.8 per 100,000 20 1.8 per 100,000 25 2.2 per 100,000 27 2.3 per 100,000

Race/Ethnicity of

Age of Child Victims (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Victims (%)* 2000 2001 2002 2003

<1 year 10.0 9.9 10.8 10.3 Alaska Native/American Indian 1.2 1.8 1.0 0.6

1-5 years 30.8 30.4 31.6 33.0 Asian 0.8 1.3 1.0 0.7

6-10 years 305 30.0 29.5 29.0 Black (non-Hispanic) 7.0 10.2 8.7 7.8

11-15 years 235 23.6 23.7 23.2 Native Hawaiian/

16+ years 47 5.4 43 45 other Pacific Islander N/A N/A N/A 0.1

Unknown 05 0.7 01 0.0 Hispanic (of any race) 21.4 30.0 343 34.0

Number 7.467 4,837 7,570 8137 White (non-Hispanic) 64.9 79.5 51.1 52.7
Two or more races 0.0 0.0 1.9 2.2
Unknown 4.6 0.0 2.0 1.8
Number 7,467 4,837 7,570 8,137

Maltreatment Types

of Child Victims (%)°® 2000 2001 2002 2003

Emotional abuse 159 16.9 55 5.0

Medical neglect 71.4 1.3 1.6 1.4

Neglect 72.2 41.0 449 46.6

Physical abuse 26.8 251 25.0 215

Sexual abuse 14.4 11.2 11.8 11.5

Unknown/missing data 0.0 14.4 16.7 18.0

Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Number 7,467 4,837 7,570 8,137

' Race/ethnicity data for 2001, 2002, and 2003 represent population estimates.

2 A child victim is defined as a child who is the subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment report.

3 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once.
4 Percentages may total more than 100 because Hispanics may be counted by Hispanic ethnicity and race.

5 Percentages may total more than 100 because children can be victims of more than one type of maltreatment.
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C. Characteristics of Children in Foster Care
[Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS): Foster Care File]

In Foster Care on 10/1 FY Entered Foster Care in FY Exited Foster Care in FY In Foster Care on 9/30 FY
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total Number 6,103 5,331 7,814 8,425 6,942 7,007 7,738 7,613 5512 5200 6,343 7,284 7,633 7,138 9,209 8,754
Median length

of stay (months) 12.2 11.9 12.6 12.8 N/A N/A N/A N/A 3.7 4.0 5.5 6.8 12.0 9.6 12.3 13.1
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 4.0 4.5 4.1 4.4 8.8 8.6 10.1 11.0 4.4 4.5 4.4 5.0 4.0 4.5 4.5 4.7
1 year 4.6 5.1 4.3 4.8 5.1 4.8 53 5.4 4.6 5.0 5.6 6.4 4.9 4.6 48 46
2 years 3.4 5.0 4.5 4.0 4.5 4.4 4.5 5.1 4.2 5.7 5.0 5.5 4.8 4.4 41 42
3 years 34 4.1 4.0 4.1 3.8 3.7 4.0 4.8 3.7 4.4 4.6 4.8 3.6 4.1 4.1 4.2
4 years 3.1 4.1 3.1 3.8 39 3.0 3.6 4.5 3.6 3.8 3.6 4.7 3.7 3.1 3.7 3.7
5 years 3.3 3.2 35 2.8 3.1 3.0 3.2 3.8 3.2 3.4 3.9 3.8 3.1 3.6 2.9 3.6
6 years 3.7 4.0 3.2 3.1 3.2 35 3.0 3.8 3.4 3.2 3.2 3.5 3.5 3.2 31 30
7 years 3.6 3.7 3.7 3.0 3.8 3.3 3.2 4.1 3.5 35 3.4 3.8 3.6 3.7 3.1 3.7
8 years 4.6 3.4 4.0 3.4 3.4 3.7 2.9 3.5 3.2 3.3 3.3 33 3.4 3.8 33 3.1
9 years 4.7 4.6 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.3 3.5 3.5 3.9 3.3 3.3 4.6 3.7 38 36
10 years 4.4 5.0 4.7 35 3.6 4.0 3.3 35 3.0 4.0 3.7 3.1 4.9 4.5 35 4.1
11 years 5.6 4.9 4.7 4.3 3.6 3.6 3.7 3.9 3.0 35 3.4 3.3 4.6 4.7 4.3 3.9
12 years 5.7 5.6 4.7 5.0 4.8 4.2 4.4 4.2 4.2 3.8 3.7 35 5.7 4.7 4.9 4.7
13 years 7.8 5.8 6.2 5.4 6.8 6.2 6.0 5.3 5.6 4.4 5.0 4.0 6.3 6.3 54 58
14 years 8.3 7.8 7.6 7.2 9.7 9.1 8.5 7.3 9.0 7.1 6.3 5.7 8.8 8.1 75 67
15 years 9.4 7.9 8.7 8.6 10.5 11.6 10.2 9.3 10.4 9.9 9.3 7.9 8.9 9.6 89 84
16 years 8.9 9.1 9.3 9.8 10.4 10.0 11.0 9.1 115 10.7 9.8 9.0 9.5 9.3 100 9.2
17 years 8.0 7.6 9.0 9.6 7.0 8.2 7.7 6.9 10.2 9.4 9.2 9.0 7.6 8.7 9.3 9.6
18 years 2.1 3.0 4.7 5.6 0.2 1.2 15 0.9 4.6 5.2 6.2 5.9 3.0 3.9 5.3 5.4
19 years 1.0 0.9 1.7 2.5 <A 0.2 0.5 0.2 0.7 0.8 2.0 2.8 0.9 1.1 23 26
20 years 0.4 0.6 0.5 1.1 <A <1 0.1 <.1 0.3 0.6 1.1 1.7 0.6 0.4 1.0 1.0
Missing data <.1 <.1 <.1 <.1 0.0 0.0 <. <.1 0.3 0.2 <.1 0.2 <.1 0.0 <.1 0.1

Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Alaska Native/
American Indian 2.7 2.1 1.6 1.3 2.0 1.5 0.9 0.9 2.7 1.9 1.2 0.9 2.1 1.7 1.2 1.3

Asian 0.8 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.8 0.8 0.6 0.4 1.0 0.8 0.6 0.5 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.5

Black (non-Hispanic) ~ 16.3 16.8 15.0 12.9 111 12.8 11.2 9.6 10.3 13.8 13.3 10.7 159 15.1 12.9 12.0

Native Hawaiian/
other Pacific
Islander 0.0 <.1 <.1 <.1 0.0 <.1 <.1 0.1 0.0 <.1 <.1 0.1 0.0 <.1 <.1 <.1

Hispanic (of any race) 25.5 28.1 Bil> 322 28.7 31.0 343 36.0 27.9 30.2 333 35.2 26.7 29.4 32,6 33.0

White (non-Hispanic) 51.4 49.5 49.0 50.3 47.3 50.0 50.5 50.1 49.3 48.5 49.3 50.0 49.2 50.7 50.0 50.4

Two or more races 0.0 0.6 1.9 2.3 0.0 1.3 25 2.8 0.0 0.8 2.1 2.7 0.0 1.1 2.2 2.4
Unknown 3.3 2.3 0.4 0.2 10.0 2.2 <.1 <.1 8.9 3.8 <.1 <. 5.4 1.1 0.3 0.3
Missing data 0.0 0.0 <.1 <. 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 <.1 <.1
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D. Characteristics of Children “Waiting for E. Characteristics of Children Adopted

Adoption"”® (AFCARS: Foster Care File) (AFCARS: Adoption File)
Waiting for Adoption 2000 2001 2002 2003 Adoptions 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total waiting children 1,776 1,445 1,886 1,492 Total children adopted 711 749 992 1,024

Numbers of waiting children
whose parents’ rights

have been terminated 1,252 647 1,072 757
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 2.0 4.0 4.6 29 <1 year 3.0 31 1.5 2.4
1 year 5.4 7.6 8.2 7.1 1 year 10.4 10.4 11.8 15.4
2 years 7.2 7.0 7.6 7.3 2 years 105 121 109 123
3 years 5.9 8.4 7.3 57 3 years 10.7 121 9.4 11.2
4 years 5.5 59 7.0 6.1 4 years 10.1 7.3 9.9 8.9
5 years 4.9 6.6 55 6.2 5 years 6.9 75 7.0 8.2
6 years 59 55 5.8 50 6 years 5.8 6.1 7.2 4.6
7 years 6.5 7.5 6.2 5.6 7 years 8.3 55 55 59
8 years 6.0 6.1 6.0 6.0 8 years 53 6.3 5.6 4.9
9 years 8.0 55 6.1 5.8 9 years 6.2 6.0 4.6 4.1
10 years 9.0 7.8 5.4 6.7 10 years 6.3 55 6.5 4.4
11 years 6.3 7.6 7.1 5.1 11 years 4.6 59 5.4 4.8
12 years 7.7 5.1 6.4 6.2 12 years 4.1 4.0 4.5 4.6
13 years 6.1 4.8 5.0 6.9 13 years 3.2 2.7 35 2.6
14 years 5.3 3.7 4.6 6.1 14 years 1.5 23 25 2.8
15 years 4.4 3.0 3.7 4.6 15 years 0.8 1.5 1.4 0.6
16 years 2.6 2.1 1.9 34 16 years 1.1 1.1 1.7 1.6
17 years 0.9 1.2 1.1 23 17 years 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.4
18 years 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 18 years 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.3
19 years 0.2 <.1 0.2 <. 19 years 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0
20+ years 0.1 <.1 <A1 0.2 20+ years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data — — — — Missing data — — — —
Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Alaska Native/American Indian 2.3 1.3 1.3 0.7 Alaska Native/American Indian 1.8 2.0 1.7 1.2
Asian 0.3 03 <A 0.1 Asian 0.7 0.7 0.5 <.
Black (non-Hispanic) 20.6 18.9 16.4 16.4 Black (non-Hispanic) 16.6 18.3 18.1 13.9
Native Hawaiian/ Native Hawaiian/

other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.1 <. 0.0 other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2
Hispanic (of any race) 305 314 33.0 32.7 Hispanic (of any race) 28.3 28.8 31.0 359
White (non-Hispanic) 44.8 45.7 45.9 47.0 White (non-Hispanic) 52.3 48.6 46.3 44.7
Two or more races 0.0 1.1 2.7 25 Two or more races 0.0 1.2 2.3 4.0
Unknown 1.5 1.1 0.4 0.3 Unknown 0.3 0.4 0.0 0.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.2 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

© There is no Federal definition for a child waiting to be adopted. The definition used in the table above includes children who have a goal of adoption
and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. It excludes children 16 years old and older whose parental rights have been terminated and who have
a goal of emancipation. A State's own definition may differ from that used here. Furthermore, some numbers in this table may be lower than the numbers
reported in the prior Child Welfare Outcomes reports. Only children with terminations prior to the end of the fiscal year of interest are included in the
current table.
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1. Reduce Recurrence of Child 2. Reduce the Incidence of Child

Abuse and/or Neglect (NcANDS) Abuse and/or Neglect in Foster Care
(NCANDS and AFCARS: Foster Care File, Jan.-Sept.)
1.1 Recurrence of Maltreatment

Within 6 Months (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2.1 Maltreatment in Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children without a recurrence — — 96.7 97.0 Children maltreated while in foster care — — 0.29 0.44
Children with one or more recurrences — — 3.3 3.0 Children not maltreated while in foster care — — 99.71  99.56
Number — — 3,597 3,574 Number — — 14,218 14,443

3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care (AFCARS: Foster Care File)

3.1 Exits of Children from Foster Care (%) 3.2 Exits of Children with a Diagnosed Disability (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 3.1 9.3 13.6 13.1 Adoption 3.6 8.5 19.4 17.0
Guardianship 1.3 2.3 2.6 3.6 Guardianship 0.8 2.2 2.1 2.2
Reunification 71.7 68.8 65.5 68.2 Reunification 67.9 60.8 48.4 49.7
Other 16.2 14.6 14.1 13.7 Other 219 23.7 22.2 28.6
Missing data 7.6 4.9 4.2 1.4 Missing data 5.9 4.8 8.0 2.5
Number 5,512 5,200 6,343 7,284 Number 1,793 1,568 1,683 1,297

3.3 Exits of Children Older than Age 12 at Entry into

Foster Care (%) 3.4 Exits to Emancipation (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.4 1.4 0.8 1.0 Children age 12 or younger at entry 18.7 229 16.4 19.5
Guardianship 0.8 1.8 1.5 1.6 Children older than 12 at entry 813 771 83.6 80.5
Reunification 70.0 66.0 61.9 68.2 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 28.6 28.1 273 27.0 Number 252 297 329 436
Missing data 0.2 2.7 8.5 2.3
Number 2,615 2,288 2,825 2,978

3.5 Exits by Race/Ethnicity (%)

Alaska Native/Am. In. Asian Black (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 438 9.3 20.5 16.7 7.1 25 12.5 2.9 438 14.5 185 17.9
Guardianship 1.4 5.2 2.6 45 1.8 0.0 25 5.9 1.2 4.0 4.1 3.4
Reunification 70.1 63.9 60.3 57.6 76.8 75.0 72.5 61.8 66.4 59.5 56.6 60.8
Other 17.7 12.4 12.8 21.2 8.9 225 5.0 26.5 18.8 16.6 16.5 15.9
Missing data 6.1 9.3 3.8 0.0 5.4 0.0 7.5 29 8.8 5.4 43 2.1
Number 147 97 78 66 56 40 40 34 565 719 844 776

Native Hawaiian/Other Pac. Is. Hispanic (of any race) White (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 0.0 0.0 22.2 2.9 8.6 12.9 12.6 3.2 9.1 12.6 12.0
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.6 2.3 3.2 3.8 1.3 1.9 1.8 3.4
Reunification 0.0 100.0 100.0 44.4 70.9 69.0 65.2 69.1 70.7 70.4 68.2 69.8
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 333 16.0 14.3 13.6 12.8 16.6 14.5 13.7 13.7
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 8.5 59 5.1 1.6 8.2 4.0 3.6 1.2
Number 0 2 5 9 1,537 1,569 2,115 2,563 2,716 2,523 3,124 3,639

Unable to Determine Two or more races Missing Data

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.8 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 11.4 15.9 21.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Guardianship 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 23 5.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Reunification 86.4 81.3 80.0 100.0 0.0 70.5 59.8 62.2 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
Other 11.6 12.6 20.0 0.0 0.0 9.1 17.4 1.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data 0.8 5.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 9.1 45 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 491 198 5 1 0 44 132 196 0 8 0 0
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4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry
(AFCARS Foster Care File)

4.2 Children Re-entering

4.1 Time to Reunification (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003

Less than 12 mos. 85.7 83.0 84.0 775 Children entering care for the first time 69.8 67.9 63.8 71.2

At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 10.4 10.6 11.3 15.0 Children re-entering care within

At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 1.7 24 1.8 36 12 mos. of a prior episode 19.3 209 185 17.4
t least but less than 4 ] 4 ] 7 I Children re-entering care more than

At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos 0 0.6 0 0.9 12 mos. after a prior episode 10.4 10.8 11.7 10.7

48 or more mos. 1.0 0.9 0.5 0.9 —

Missing data 08 55 17 51 Missing data 0.5 0.5 5.9 0.6

Number 3954 3579 4,152 4,968 Number 6942 7,007 7738 7,613

5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption
(AFCARS Foster Care File)

5.1 Time to Adoption (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 24.9 24.9 11.8 15.6
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 36.4 26.6 33.8 38.0
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 22.0 20.6 25.3 25.2
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos. 6.9 10.3 14.0 10.7
48 or more mos. 9.8 6.6 13.6 9.3
Missing data 0.0 10.9 1.5 1.3
Number 173 485 865 957

6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Foster Care File)

6.1 Number of Placements by Time in Care (%)

In Care at Least 12 Months In Care for 24 Months
In Care less than 12 Months but less than 24 Months or Longer Missing Time in Care

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Children with 2 or

fewer placements 86.9 79.1 79.9 80.6 57.7 50.0 54.8 53.1 322 24.6 38.6 37.2 100.0 70.3 69.8 72.0
Children with 3 or
more placements 131 17.8 16.3 15.0 42.3 49.0 43.0 45.9 67.8 74.7 60.4 61.9 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.0
Number 7870 7,762 8,777 8,776 2,316 2,016 3,034 3,240 2,812 2,388 3,602 3,840 47 172 139 182

7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or Institutions
(AFCARS Foster Care File)

7.1 Most Recent Placement Settings of Children Who Entered
Care During the Fiscal Year and Were Age 12

or Younger at the Time of This Placement (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Group homes 1.4 2.0 1.3 1.2
Institutions 5.7 10.6 13.5 10.0
Other settings 92.9 82.1 85.3 88.8
Missing data 0.0 5.3 0.0 0.0
Number 3,783 3,062 4,074 4,379
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PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT

The following is a discussion of Colorado’s performance on the national outcomes established for the Report
to Congress. The discussion focuses on the State’s performance in 2003 and on change in performance over
time. Change over time was determined by calculating the percent change in performance from 2000 to
2003. A percent change that was less than 5.0 in either direction (i.e., positive or negative) was considered
to represent “no change in performance.”

Outcome 1. Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect

In 2003, 3.0 percent of the children in Colorado who were victims of maltreatment during the first 6
months of the year experienced another maltreatment incident within a 6-month period (measure 1.1).
This percent is considerably less than the national median of 7.1 percent. Change in performance on this
measure could not be assessed because Colorado did not report these data to the National Child Abuse and
Neglect Data System (NCANDS) in 2000 or 2001.

Outcome 2. Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care

In 2003, 0.44 percent (64 children) of children in foster care in Colorado were victims of maltreatment by
foster parents or facility staff members (measure 2.1), which exceeds the national median of 0.39 percent.

Change in performance on this measure could not be assessed because Colorado did not report these data to
NCANDS in 2000 or 2001.

Outcome 3. Increase permanency for children in foster care

Colorado’s performance with regard to outcome 3 varied as a function of the measure being assessed. In
2003, 84.9 percent of children exiting foster care were discharged to a permanent home (measure 3.1),
which is only slightly less than the national median of 86.3 percent. Similarly, 70.8 percent of the children
exiting foster care in 2003 who were older than age 12 when they entered foster care were discharged to a
permanent home (measure 3.3), which is slightly less than the national median of 72.2 percent. However,
68.9 percent of the children exiting foster care who had a diagnosed disability were discharged to a
permanent home (measure 3.2), which is considerably less than the median of 79.5 percent.

With regard to ensuring that children who are emancipated from foster care (either through legal action or
because they reach the age of majority) do not spend most of their formative years in foster care, in 2003,
19.5 percent of the children reported as emancipated from foster care entered foster care when they were age
12 or younger (measure 3.4). This percent is less than the national median of 29.6 percent. However, 772
of the children exiting foster care in 2003 were age 18 or older at the time of exit, while only 436 children
were reported as having a discharge reason of emancipation.

There were no differences in exits to permanency as a function of children’s race or ethnicity (measure
3.5). (This was assessed only when a particular race or ethnicity accounted for at least 10 percent of the
exits from foster care.) Black (non-Hispanic) children exiting foster care were about equally likely to exit
to permanency (82.1 percent) as were White (non-Hispanic) children (85.2 percent) or Hispanic children
(85.5 percent). However, the percent of Black (non-Hispanic) children in the foster care population in
2003 (12.0 percent) far exceeded the percent of these children in the State’s child population (4.2 percent).
The percent of Hispanic children in the foster care population (33.0 percent) also exceeded the percent of
Hispanic children in the State’s child population (24.7 percent).
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Outcome 4. Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry

In 2003, 77.5 percent of reunifications occurred within 12 months of a child’s entry into foster care
(measure 4.1). Although this percent exceeded the national median of 72.0 percent, performance on this
measure declined from 2000 to 2003 (-9.6 percent change).

Although Colorado had a relatively high percent of reunifications in 2003 occurring within 12 months of

a child’s entry into foster care, the State also had a relative high percent of children re-entering foster care.

In 2003, 17.4 percent of children entering foster care were re-entering within 12 months of a prior episode
(measure 4.2). This percent far exceeded the national median of 9.5 percent. However, performance on this
measure improved from 2000 to 2003 (-9.8 percent change).

Outcome 5. Reduce time in foster care to adoption

In 2003, 53.6 percent of all finalized adoptions in Colorado occurred within 24 months of a child’s entry
into foster care (measure 5.1). Although this percent exceeds the national median of 23.9 percent, it
represents a decline in performance on the measure from 2000 to 2003 (-12.6 percent change).

Outcome 6. Increase placement stability

In 2003, 80.6 percent of the children in foster care in Colorado for less than 12 months experienced no
more than two placement settings (measure 6.1). This percent is not only less than the national median
of 84.2 percent, but also represents a decline in performance from 2000 to 2003 (-7.2 percent change).
In addition, 53.1 percent of the children in foster care for at least 12 months, but less than 24 months,
experienced no more than two placement settings, which is less than the national median of 59.1 percent.

Outcome 7. Reduce placements of young children in group homes and institutions

In 2003, 11.2 percent of the children entering foster care in Colorado who were age 12 or younger were placed in
a group home or institution (measure 7.1). This percent not only exceeds the national median of 8.3 percent, but
also represents a decline in performance on this measure from 2000 to 2003 (+57.7 percent change).
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A. Context Statistics

General Child Population

(Census Bureau) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Welfare Summary 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total children under 18 years 841,894 839,079 837,964 835,375 Child maltreatment victims? 14,462 12,120 12,818 12,256
Race/Ethnicity (%)’ Children in foster care on 9/30 6,996 7,440 6,007 6,742
Alaska Native/American Indian 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 Children adopted 499 444 617 342
Asian 25 2.7 2.7 2.8

Black (non-Hispanic) 1.1 11.5 10.8 10.8

Natzl)\;ﬁe'-r'i‘\;vgli"iac;r]l/slander 00 <1 <1 <1

Hispanic (of any race) 13.7 14.0 13.2 13.4

White (non-Hispanic) 69.6 69.5 711 70.7

Two or more races 2.5 2.1 1.9 2.0

% Child population in poverty 9.2 9.3 11.0 10.1

B. Child Maltreatment Data [National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS)]

Overview Maltreatment 2000 2001 2002 2003
Information Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate
Children subject of an investigated

report alleging child maltreatment 45,111 53.6 per 1,000 47,378 56.5 per 1,000 53,414 63.7 per 1,000 50,115 60.0 per 1,000
Total child maltreatment victims? 14,462 17.2 per 1,000 12,120 14.4 per 1,000 12,818 15.3 per 1,000 12,256 14.7 per 1,000
Child fatalities 8 0.9 per 100,000 8 0.9 per 100,000 9 1.1 per 100,000 6 0.7 per 100,000

Race/Ethnicity of

Age of Child Victims (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Victims (%)* 2000 2001 2002 2003

<1 year 9.2 10.0 9.3 9.2 Alaska Native/American Indian 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1

1-5 years 29.8 29.2 29.6 29.0 Asian 1.0 0.8 0.6 0.6

6-10 years 30.3 28.6 28.7 28.2 Black (non-Hispanic) 239 24.8 243 23.8

11-15 years 25.6 27.0 26.9 27.9 Native Hawaiian/

16+ years 43 48 49 52 other Pacific Islander N/A N/A N/A 0.1

Unknown 0.9 0.4 06 04 Hispanic (of any race) 24.7 26.2 26.0 25.7

Number 14,462 12,120 12,818 12,256 White (non-Hispanic) 43.7 43.2 43.6 441
Two or more races 2.1 2.6 3.1 35
Unknown 4.5 2.3 2.3 2.0
Number 14,462 12,120 12,818 12,256

Maltreatment Types

of Child Victims (%)°® 2000 2001 2002 2003

Emotional abuse 33.9 28.6 28.3 33.6

Medical neglect 3.5 3.2 3.0 3.1

Neglect 60.2 64.6 68.8 68.1

Physical abuse 14.8 14.2 12.1 11.5

Sexual abuse 3.8 3.9 43 45

Unknown/missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.2

Other 2.7 2.6 2.1 0.9

Number 14,462 12,120 12,818 12,256

' Race/ethnicity data for 2001, 2002, and 2003 represent population estimates.

2 A child victim is defined as a child who is the subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment report.

3 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once.
4 Percentages may total more than 100 because Hispanics may be counted by Hispanic ethnicity and race.

5 Percentages may total more than 100 because children can be victims of more than one type of maltreatment.
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C. Characteristics of Children in Foster Care
[Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS): Foster Care File]

In Foster Care on 10/1 FY Entered Foster Care in FY Exited Foster Care in FY In Foster Care on 9/30 FY
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total Number 6,636 6,635 6,157 5,755 2,763 2,713 2,763 3,130 2,368 1,943 2,787 2,143 6,996 7,440 6,007 6,742
Median length

of stay (months) 251 25.7 293 21.7 N/A N/A N/A N/A 18.0 19.4 17.4 12.1 24.6 252 28.2 20.0
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 3.2 2.8 2.9 35 13.6 12.9 13.3 13.7 4.8 3.6 4.1 5.2 2.9 3.0 35 3.7
1 year 4.5 4.3 3.8 4.4 6.2 6.1 6.3 5.8 5.4 5.2 5.5 5.9 4.1 3.8 40 47
2 years 4.7 4.8 45 3.9 5.1 5.6 5.0 5.3 6.0 6.3 5.6 6.0 4.6 4.6 3.7 44
3 years 4.9 4.7 4.7 4.5 4.3 4.6 5.1 5.4 6.5 5.8 6.6 5.6 43 4.6 4.0 4.1
4 years 4.7 4.4 4.2 3.8 4.3 4.9 5.4 5.1 6.3 6.0 6.5 5.7 4.0 4.3 4.0 4.1
5 years 5.3 4.5 4.2 3.6 4.2 4.1 4.1 4.0 6.5 4.9 5.0 5.5 4.0 4.2 3.7 3.6
6 years 52 5.1 4.0 35 39 4.3 39 43 5.8 6.1 5.0 4.9 4.5 4.1 3.7 33
7 years 5.7 53 4.8 3.7 4.6 4.2 3.6 33 5.6 4.6 4.6 4.4 4.8 4.7 3.7 3.2
8 years 6.1 5.5 5.1 4.4 3.8 3.5 4.3 3.6 5.8 4.7 5.2 3.8 5.1 5.0 4.2 3.7
9 years 5.4 5.9 5.3 4.6 45 3.3 3.8 3.9 5.2 4.1 4.9 4.3 5.4 4.9 47 41
10 years 5.1 5.8 59 4.8 4.1 5.0 3.7 4.4 4.8 4.0 3.7 3.8 5.0 5.8 4.9 4.5
11 years 5.3 5.4 5.6 5.6 4.4 35 3.9 4.8 3.9 4.5 4.2 4.9 5.0 5.5 6.0 5.0
12 years 5.0 6.0 5.3 5.7 4.8 4.5 5.0 5.1 3.8 4.5 3.9 3.7 5.6 5.1 5.5 5.7
13 years 5.5 6.0 6.9 6.4 6.8 6.4 6.4 6.6 3.6 3.7 4.2 5.1 5.7 6.5 6.1 6.1
14 years 7.2 6.8 7.0 8.5 9.0 9.1 8.3 8.2 4.6 5.1 4.7 4.4 6.8 7.0 8.2 7.5
15 years 8.0 8.5 9.3 9.7 10.7 121 1.1 10.3 3.8 5.9 7.2 6.2 9.3 8.7 88 98
16 years 6.7 6.6 7.7 9.2 4.3 4.6 5.6 4.4 6.9 10.0 9.9 9.7 8.9 8.4 9.3 9.4
17 years 3.8 4.0 4.5 5.2 0.9 1.4 1.3 15 4.1 4.3 5.2 5.3 5.2 5.2 5.5 6.6
18 years 2.1 1.8 2.0 2.3 0.1 0.0 <.1 <.1 3.7 4.2 2.2 3.0 2.6 25 3.3 3.4
19 years 1.1 1.1 1.2 1.4 0.0 <1 <.1 0.0 1.5 1.3 1.1 1.2 1.4 1.1 1.6 15
20 years 0.3 0.4 0.8 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 0.8 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.7 09 09
Missing data 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.2 <. <. <.1 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.9 0.3 0.3 0.9 0.6

Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Alaska Native/
American Indian <A 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.1 <.1 0.1 <1 <A 0.2 0.2 <. 0.1 <A1 0.1

Asian 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.3 0.5 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.6 1.0 0.3 1.1 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2

Black (non-Hispanic) 37.7 37.3 36.1 34.4 32.0 30.3 29.8 29.5 33.7 33.8 30.1 30.1 36.7 35.6 35.9 334

Native Hawaiian/
other Pacific
Islander <.1 <.1 <.1 <.1 <.1 0.0 <.1 0.0 0.0 <.1 0.0 <.1 <.1 <.1 <.1 <.1

Hispanic (of any race) 25.7 25.0 26.1 27.4 26.2 27.6 28.1 28.8 28.0 271 27.3 27.2 25.1 25.4 26.5 28.1

White (non-Hispanic) ~ 32.3 33.4 332 33.4 354 353 35.8 359 321 33.0 36.8 36.5 33.6 34.2 32.8 33.6

Two or more races 2.7 2.8 33 3.6 33 3.9 3.7 3.4 3.1 3.2 4.0 35 2.8 3.1 3.2 35
Unknown 1.3 1.0 1.0 0.8 2.4 1.0 2.1 1.7 2.4 1.6 1.4 1.4 1.3 0.9 1.4 1.0
Missing data 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0
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D. Characteristics of Children “Waiting for E. Characteristics of Children Adopted

Adoption"”® (AFCARS: Foster Care File) (AFCARS: Adoption File)
Waiting for Adoption 2000 2001 2002 2003 Adoptions 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total waiting children — — 1,036 1,310 Total children adopted 499 444 617 342

Numbers of waiting children
whose parents’ rights

have been terminated — — 589 678
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year — — 2.8 2.7 <1 year 0.4 0.7 0.5 0.6
1 year — — 7.2 6.8 1 year 4.2 7.4 5.0 8.2
2 years — — 7.2 8.8 2 years 8.0 12.4 8.6 129
3 years — — 7.3 6.9 3 years 12.2 133 13.0 1.1
4 years — — 53 7.6 4 years 13.2 12.4 10.5 9.1
5 years — — 4.7 5.0 5 years 8.8 9.2 7.8 6.1
6 years — — 5.0 55 6 years 10.4 8.6 71 7.3
7 years — — 5.6 5.6 7 years 7.4 6.5 75 6.1
8 years — — 7.0 59 8 years 8.2 6.3 9.1 7.3
9 years — — 6.9 7.7 9 years 6.4 5.2 8.6 73
10 years — — 8.6 7.2 10 years 5.8 5.0 5.0 4.1
11 years — — 8.0 6.6 11 years 34 5.2 6.2 8.8
12 years — — 6.1 6.3 12 years 5.0 1.8 4.4 3.8
13 years — — 5.4 5.0 13 years 1.8 2.0 3.7 2.0
14 years — — 6.7 4.7 14 years 2.6 1.6 1.6 1.2
15 years — — 3.9 4.4 15 years 0.6 1.4 0.6 2.6
16 years — — 1.2 2.2 16 years 1.0 1.1 0.8 1.2
17 years — — 0.9 0.6 17 years 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.3
18 years — — 0.2 0.3 18 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
19 years — — 0.0 <A1 19 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
20+ years — — 0.0 0.0 20+ years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data — — — — Missing data — — — —
Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Alaska Native/American Indian — — <A 0.2 Alaska Native/American Indian 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Asian — — 0.0 0.0 Asian 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Black (non-Hispanic) — — 339 33.2 Black (non-Hispanic) 309 32.2 27.4 25.4
Native Hawaiian/ Native Hawaiian/

other Pacific Islander — — 0.0 0.0 other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Hispanic (of any race) — — 28.2 29.6 Hispanic (of any race) 18.4 311 26.1 31.0
White (non-Hispanic) — — 321 30.4 White (non-Hispanic) 383 28.2 353 34.8
Two or more races — — 5.3 6.3 Two or more races 0.0 8.1 9.9 8.2
Unknown — — 0.4 0.3 Unknown 12.4 0.5 1.3 0.6
Missing data — — 0.0 0.0 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

© There is no Federal definition for a child waiting to be adopted. The definition used in the table above includes children who have a goal of adoption
and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. It excludes children 16 years old and older whose parental rights have been terminated and who have
a goal of emancipation. A State's own definition may differ from that used here. Furthermore, some numbers in this table may be lower than the numbers
reported in the prior Child Welfare Outcomes reports. Only children with terminations prior to the end of the fiscal year of interest are included in the
current table.
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ConneCtiCUt [OUTCOMES DATA]

1. Reduce Recurrence of Child
Abuse and/or Neglect (NCANDS)

1.1 Recurrence of Maltreatment

2. Reduce the Incidence of Child

Abuse and/or Neglect in Foster Care
(NCANDS and AFCARS: Foster Care File, Jan.-Sept.)

Within 6 Months (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2.1 Maltreatment in Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children without a recurrence 88.6 89.0 88.2 89.9 Children maltreated while in foster care — - — -
Children with one or more recurrences 11.4 11.0 11.8 10.1 Children not maltreated while in foster care — — — —
Number 6,905 5,328 5,730 5,331 Number — — — —

3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care (AFCARS: Foster Care File)

3.1 Exits of Children from Foster Care (%)

3.2 Exits of Children with a Diagnosed Disability (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 20.1 21.0 22.3 15.5 Adoption 25.8 20.9 20.1 16.7
Guardianship 5.9 5.0 4.3 5.4 Guardianship 2.2 3.2 2.1 43
Reunification 67.1 54.7 67.7 73.8 Reunification 63.8 51.2 69.5 70.3
Other 6.9 6.8 5.6 5.2 Other 8.2 10.6 8.1 8.7
Missing data <.1 12.6 <.1 <.1 Missing data 0.0 14.1 0.2 0.0
Number 2,368 1,943 2,787 2,143 Number 279 340 816 630
3.3 Exits of Children Older than Age 12 at Entry into
Foster Care (%) 3.4 Exits to Emancipation (%)
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.2 Children age 12 or younger at entry 26.4 313 375 43.5
Guardianship 3.4 24 1.6 2.4 Children older than 12 at entry 73.6 68.8 59.4 543
Reunification 72.9 64.9 84.4 87.2 Missing data 0.0 0.0 3.1 2.2
Other 23.4 191 13.8 10.2 Number 53 32 32 46
Missing data 0.2 13.7 0.0 0.0
Number 531 498 751 580
3.5 Exits by Race/Ethnicity (%)
Alaska Native/Am. In. Asian Black (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 0.0 20.0 50.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 19.9 20.2 21.7 16.3
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.8 5.9 6.4 7.3
Reunification 100.0 100.0 80.0 50.0 929 73.7 100.0 100.0 66.9 56.5 66.9 71.4
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 71 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.3 5.9 4.8 5.1
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 26.3 0.0 0.0 0.1 11.4 0.1 0.0
Number 2 1 5 4 14 19 9 23 798 657 838 646

Native Hawaiian/Other Pac. Is. Hispanic (of any race) White (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 18.8 215 21.4 14.1 21.6 22.4 23.4 15.9
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 53 3.8 3.0 5.0 5.3 5.3 3.7 4.3
Reunification 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 70.3 54.2 70.2 76.8 63.7 52.3 65.9 72.8
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 5.6 6.8 5.3 4.0 9.5 7.9 7.0 7.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 13.7 0.1 0.2 0.0 12.0 0.0 0.0
Number 0 1 0 1 664 526 761 582 760 642 1,025 782

Unable to Determine Two or more races Missing Data

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 15.8 12.9 0.0 3.3 24.7 22.2 31.5 253 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Guardianship 7.0 6.5 0.0 3.3 8.2 3.2 4.5 6.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Reunification 73.7 71.0 100.0 933 65.8 50.8 60.4 66.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 35 3.2 0.0 0.0 1.4 79 3.6 1.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data 0.0 6.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 159 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
Number 57 31 38 30 73 63 111 75 0 3 0 0
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4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry
(AFCARS Foster Care File)

4.2 Children Re-entering

4.1 Time to Reunification (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003

Less than 12 mos. 49.3 40.5 48.8 60.5 Children entering care for the first time 88.3 85.4 83.6 83.6

At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 235 24.8 22.6 21.3 Children re-entering care within

At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 7.7 11.9 6.8 6.0 .12 mos. of a prior episode 6.7 5.2 8.6 7.0
t least but less than 4 ] 4 > 4.7 5 Children re-entering care more than

At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos 6 6 8 12 mos. after a prior episode 4.7 9.1 7.0 8.3

48 or more mos. 5.5 8.3 7.1 6.3 —

Missing data 77 8.4 10.0 32 Missing data 0.4 0.3 0.8 1.1

Number 1590 1,062 1,888 1,581 Number 2,763 2713 2,763 3,130

5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption
(AFCARS Foster Care File)

5.1 Time to Adoption (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 0.6 1.0 1.6 0.9
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 5.9 11.3 9.0 12.0

At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 15.8 20.6 20.1 30.9
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos. 32.8 20.6 20.9 21.6

48 or more mos. 44.6 46.1 48.3 34.5
Missing data 0.2 0.5 0.0 0.0
Number 475 408 621 333

6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Foster Care File)

6.1 Number of Placements by Time in Care (%)

In Care at Least 12 Months In Care for 24 Months
In Care less than 12 Months but less than 24 Months or Longer Missing Time in Care

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Children with 2 or

fewer placements 91.3 98.4 87.7 85.4 70.9 93.8 67.5 64.5 48.3 92.2 33.9 36.8 87.1 77.3 80.8 94.2
Children with 3 or
more placements 8.2 1.5 12.2 141 26.3 55 28.5 32.7 43.1 7.3 46.2 59.5 12.9 16.0 18.3 5.8

Number 2,901 2,863 2,787 3,420 1,871 1,754 1,483 1,756 4,464 4,656 4,316 3,640 163 75 334 69

7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or Institutions
(AFCARS Foster Care File)

7.1 Most Recent Placement Settings of Children Who Entered
Care During the Fiscal Year and Were Age 12

or Younger at the Time of This Placement (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Group homes 2.2 39 3.1 3.4
Institutions 14.6 23.8 18.7 15.9
Other settings 83.3 72.2 78.0 79.8
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.1 1.0
Number 1,807 1,751 1,752 2,103
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Darlene Dunbar, Commissioner
Connecticut Department of Children and Families

The following are Connecticut’s comments on the State’s data presented in Child Welfare Outcomes 2003:
Report to Congress.

We are currently analyzing data quality issues in consultation with ACF and expect some changes to our
AFCARS program that will increase the reliability of the logic that determines admissions, discharges and
the number of adoptions.

Other improvements to our SACWIS have begun. As of June 26, 2005, we now have the ability to identify
the relationship between a perpetrator and victim. We will soon begin to change the NCANDS logic in
order to make it possible for us to report on those maltreated in foster care.

Additionally, we are in the planning stages of a significant system improvement known as the Placement
and Legal Streamlining (PALS) initiative. PALS will put in place a long-term solution to data quality issues
by streamlining the way that legal and placement data are recorded in our SACWIS, eliminating missing
removals and discharges (“dropped cases”), preventing gaps in placement and ensuring that the legal status
of children is logically tied to placement episodes (at the point of data entry).
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COnneCtiCUt [FEDERAL COMMENT]

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT

The following is a discussion of Connecticut’s performance on the national outcomes established for

the Report to Congress. The discussion focuses on the State’s performance in 2003 and on change in
performance over time. Change over time was determined by calculating the percent change in performance
from 2000 to 2003. A percent change that was less than 5.0 in either direction (i.e., positive or negative)
was considered to represent “no change in performance.”

Outcome 1. Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect

In 2003, 10.1 percent of the children in Connecticut who were victims of maltreatment during the first

6 months of the year experienced another maltreatment incident within a 6-month period (measure

1.1). Although this percentage exceeds the national median of 7.1 percent, performance on this measure
improved from 2000 to 2003 (-11.4 percent change). The child victim rate also decreased from 17.2
child victims per 1,000 children in the population in 2000 to 14.7 child victims per 1,000 children in the
population in 2003.

Outcome 2. Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care

Connecticut’s performance on outcome 2 cannot be assessed because the State does not provide data to
the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS) for calculating this outcome. To ensure
consistency across States, the Report to Congress presents only data submitted through NCANDS.

Outcome 3. Increase permanency for children in foster care

In 2003, 94.7 percent of children exiting foster care in Connecticut were discharged to a permanent

home (measure 3.1), which exceeds the national median of 86.3 percent. Similarly, 91.3 percent of the
children exiting foster care in 2003 who had a diagnosed disability were discharged to a permanent home
(measure 3.2), which far exceeds the national median of 79.5 percent. Finally, 89.8 percent of the children
exiting foster care in 2003 who were older than age 12 when they entered foster care were discharged to a
permanent home (measure 3.3), which exceeds the national median of 72.2 percent.

However, 43.5 percent of the children reported as emancipated from foster care in 2003 (either through
legal action or because they reach the age of majority) entered foster care when they were age 12 or younger
(measure 3.4). This percent not only exceeds the national median of 29.6 percent, but also represents

a decline in performance from 2000 to 2003 (+64.8 percent change). Also in 2003, 98 of the children
exiting foster care were age 18 or older at the time of exit, while only 46 children were reported as having a
discharge reason of emancipation.

There were no differences in exits to permanency as a function of children’s race or ethnicity (measure 3.5).
(This was assessed only when a particular race or ethnicity accounted for at least 10 percent of the exits
from foster care.) Black (non-Hispanic) children exiting foster care were as likely to be discharged to a
permanent home (95.0 percent) as were White (non-Hispanic) children (93.0 percent) or Hispanic children
(95.9 percent). However, the percent of Black (non-Hispanic) children in the foster care population in
2003 (33.4 percent) was more than three times larger than the percent of Black children in the State’s

child population (10.8 percent). Also, the percent of Hispanic children in the foster care population (28.1
percent) was more than twice as large as the percent of Hispanic children in the State’s child population
(13.4 percent).
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Outcome 4. Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry

In 2003, 60.5 percent of reunifications occurred within 12 months of a child’s entry into foster care
(measure 4.1). Although this percent was less than the national median of 72.0 percent, performance

on the measure improved from 2000 to 2003 (+22.7 percent change). Similarly, while the percentage of
reunifications occurring after a child had been in foster care for 36 months or longer (9.1 percent) exceeded
the national median of 3.5 percent, performance on this measure also improved from 2000 to 2003 (-23.5
percent change).

Although Connecticut had a relatively low percentage of children reunified within 12 months of entry into
foster care, the State also had a relatively low percentage of children re-entering care within 12 months of a
prior episode. In 2003, 7.0 percent of the children entering foster care were re-entering within 12 months
of a prior foster care episode (measure 4.2), which is less than the national median of 9.5 percent.

Outcome 5. Reduce time in foster care to adoption

In 2003, 12.9 percent of adoptions occurred within 24 months of a child’s entry into foster care (measure
5.1). Although this percent was less than the national median of 23.9 percent, performance on this measure
improved from 2000 to 2003 (+98.5 percent change).

Outcome 6. Increase placement stability

In 2003, 85.4 percent of children in foster care for less than 12 months experienced no more than two
placement settings (measure 6.1). Although this percent exceeded the national median of 84.2 percent, it
represents a decline in performance from 2000 to 2003 (-6.5 percent change). Also in 2003, 64.5 percent
of the children in foster care for at least 12 months, but less than 24 months, experienced no more than two
placement settings. Again, although this percent exceeds the national median of 59.1 percent, it represents
a decline in performance from 2000 to 2003 (-9.0 percent change). However, it is important to note that
Connecticut’s performance on measure 6.1 is somewhat difficult to interpret because of extreme variations
in performance over the years that may indicate a data quality issue rather than an actual performance
change.

Outcome 7. Reduce placements of young children in group homes and institutions

In 2003, 19.3 percent of the children entering foster care in Connecticut who were age 12 or younger were
placed in a group home or institution (measure 7.1). This percent not only exceeds the national median of
8.3 percent, but also represents a decline in performance on this measure from 2000 to 2003 (+14.9 percent
change).
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A. Context Statistics

General Child Population

(Census Bureau) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Welfare Summary 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total children under 18 years 194,132 190,940 195,068 198,842 Child maltreatment victims? 1,813 1,666 1,304 1,236

Race/Ethnicity (%)’ Children in foster care on 9/30 1,098 1,023 886 814

Alaska Native/American Indian 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 Children adopted 103 117 133 101

Asian 2.0 2.2 2.2 23

Black (non-Hispanic) 23.7 23.7 229 22.7

Natzl)\;ﬁe'-r'i‘\;vgli"iac;r]l/slander 0.0 <1 <1 <1

Hispanic (of any race) 7.0 7.2 71 7.4

White (non-Hispanic) 64.2 64.3 65.2 65.0

Two or more races 2.5 2.3 2.3 2.4

% Child population in poverty  16.9 9.3 12.6 11.0

B. Child Maltreatment Data [National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS)]

Overview Maltreatment 2000 2001 2002 2003

Information Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate

Children subject of an investigated

report alleging child maltreatment 8,683 44.7 per 1,000 8,437 44.2 per 1,000 8,042 41.2 per 1,000 12,497 62.8 per 1,000

Total child maltreatment victims® 1,813 9.3 per 1,000 1,666 8.7 per 1,000 1,304 6.7 per 1,000 1,236 6.2 per 1,000

Child fatalities 0 0.0 per 100,000 2 1.0 per 100,000 —_ — per 100,000 —_ — per 100,000
Race/Ethnicity of

Age of Child Victims (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Victims (%)* 2000 2001 2002 2003

<1 year 8.9 9.1 9.3 8.1 Alaska Native/American Indian 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1

1-5 years 265 25.9 30.2 30.2 Asian 0.3 0.2 0.2 1.0

6-10 years 315 30.5 29.1 315 Black (non-Hispanic) 44.1 46.3 48.2 46.3

11-15 years 255 26.2 24.9 241 Native Hawaiian/

16+ years 76 82 6.4 6.1 other Pacific Islander N/A N/A N/A 0.3

Unknown 0.0 01 01 0.0 Hispanic (of any race) 7.0 9.5 85 75

Normber 1813 1666 1308 1236 White (non-Hispanic) 483 437 428 445
Two or more races 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Unknown 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.3
Number 1,813 1,666 1,304 1,236

Maltreatment Types

of Child Victims (%)°® 2000 2001 2002 2003

Emotional abuse 18.7 19.3 20.6 22.6

Medical neglect 3.5 1.9 3.3 4.0

Neglect 32.0 311 41.3 36.5

Physical abuse 20.5 223 211 25.1

Sexual abuse 9.4 9.7 8.7 12.4

Unknown/missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Other 16.0 15.7 14.2 6.6

Number 1,813 1,666 1,304 1,236

' Race/ethnicity data for 2001, 2002, and 2003 represent population estimates.

2 A child victim is defined as a child who is the subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment report.
3 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once.
4 Percentages may total more than 100 because Hispanics may be counted by Hispanic ethnicity and race.
5 Percentages may total more than 100 because children can be victims of more than one type of maltreatment.
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C. Characteristics of Children in Foster Care
[Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS): Foster Care File]

In Foster Care on 10/1 FY Entered Foster Care in FY Exited Foster Care in FY In Foster Care on 9/30 FY
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total Number 1,033 1,000 895 761 950 939 918 861 886 916 928 810 1,098 1,023 886 814
Median length

of stay (months) 14.1 14.7 15.1 13.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A 5.4 4.6 4.6 3.0 13.7 133 11.9 11.3
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 4.4 4.3 4.1 4.1 10.0 9.5 8.5 8.8 4.5 4.4 3.0 3.8 39 3.8 4.1 45
1 year 52 5.8 4.9 6.8 3.1 3.1 4.0 4.4 3.8 4.4 3.2 4.8 5.2 4.4 6.3 5.4
2 years 5.8 4.5 4.8 5.1 3.1 2.3 2.8 2.3 4.6 3.5 3.8 4.1 4.1 4.6 4.5 5.0
3 years 4.6 4.4 3.6 4.2 39 2.8 2.4 23 5.1 4.4 25 35 4.2 35 4.2 39
4 years 4.5 4.6 4.1 3.7 2.4 3.2 2.8 2.0 3.3 35 3.1 2.6 39 39 35 2.9
5 years 4.9 35 3.9 3.9 25 23 2.3 23 3.8 3.1 3.7 3.2 3.4 3.6 35 23
6 years 4.9 4.2 3.1 25 2.8 2.6 25 2.2 3.5 3.7 3.6 2.2 4.0 2.8 2.4 3.4
7 years 5.2 5.0 4.0 2.6 2.2 2.6 15 2.1 2.7 2.9 2.7 2.3 4.8 3.6 2.6 2.6
8 years 4.9 4.4 5.1 2.6 3.8 2.8 1.9 2.3 3.5 2.8 3.6 1.6 4.3 4.7 24 29
9 years 4.5 5.5 4.8 3.4 2.9 3.2 1.7 2.4 3.6 3.5 3.0 2.7 5.0 4.3 3.0 27
10 years 4.8 4.5 5.5 4.5 3.4 3.2 2.4 2.8 35 3.4 3.9 2.8 4.3 5.2 4.1 3.3
11 years 4.1 5.4 4.0 4.9 2.7 2.6 2.2 1.6 2.1 29 1.9 1.7 5.0 3.6 4.4 4.3
12 years 3.2 4.4 5.4 4.5 35 2.1 2.9 2.8 2.7 23 3.0 25 4.3 5.1 4.1 4.5
13 years 4.7 43 5.6 59 4.7 5.1 4.2 6.2 2.0 25 3.2 4.4 4.6 5.4 6.2 5.3
14 years 6.2 5.9 6.0 7.4 9.6 9.3 8.5 9.8 5.8 6.3 5.9 6.9 7.0 6.7 78 8.1
15 years 7.1 7.8 8.2 8.5 11.6 13.6 16.0 12.7 9.9 9.9 11.7 9.3 8.4 9.4 9.4 11.2
16 years 9.2 9.7 9.6 11.4 14.0 13.8 18.4 15.7 10.9 11.0 13.3 14.0 10.5 11.6 133 115
17 years 9.3 9.2 10.6 11.4 12.6 14.1 13.5 16.5 13.4 14.1 15.7 18.1 10.4 10.5 122 128
18 years 2.0 25 25 2.4 1.2 1.9 1.3 0.8 10.5 10.9 8.6 8.8 2.7 3.0 2.0 2.8
19 years <A1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.6 <A 0.2 0.1 0.2
20 years 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 00
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Alaska Native/
American Indian 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 <. 0.0 0.1 0.1

Asian <.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.1 <. <.1 0.1 0.0

Black (non-Hispanic) ~ 61.9 62.0 61.2 61.4 61.4 57.1 57.4 57.1 59.8 57.8 56.0 58.6 63.0 61.3 62.8 59.7

Native Hawaiian/
other Pacific

Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Hispanic (of any race) 7.6 8.0 6.8 6.7 5.6 7.7 8.9 6.5 5.6 9.3 9.7 6.7 75 6.5 6.0 6.5
White (non-Hispanic) 30.2 299 31.8 31.9 32.7 35.0 33.0 359 34.1 32.8 33.7 343 29.3 32.1 31.0 33.7
Two or more races 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Unknown 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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D. Characteristics of Children “Waiting for E. Characteristics of Children Adopted

Adoption"”® (AFCARS: Foster Care File) (AFCARS: Adoption File)
Waiting for Adoption 2000 2001 2002 2003 Adoptions 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total waiting children 334 319 210 144 Total children adopted 103 117 133 101

Numbers of waiting children
whose parents’ rights

have been terminated 181 192 135 84
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 2.4 4.4 29 4.2 <1 year 0.0 1.7 0.0 0.0
1 year 7.8 7.5 13.3 9.0 1 year 8.7 111 3.0 139
2 years 8.4 7.8 8.6 9.7 2 years 175 9.4 12.8 17.8
3 years 8.7 5.6 8.1 111 3 years 13.6 13.7 8.3 9.9
4 years 6.0 7.2 7.1 5.6 4 years 9.7 7.7 9.8 10.9
5 years 6.0 6.0 7.1 5.6 5 years 8.7 9.4 3.8 9.9
6 years 75 4.7 4.8 6.3 6 years 39 8.5 53 5.0
7 years 9.6 7.5 29 4.2 7 years 5.8 8.5 75 4.0
8 years 7.8 7.5 7.1 4.9 8 years 9.7 43 105 2.0
9 years 8.1 75 5.2 6.3 9 years 7.8 7.7 75 79
10 years 8.4 9.1 6.7 4.9 10 years 4.9 6.8 75 4.0
11 years 7.8 6.3 5.7 6.9 11 years 4.9 3.4 6.8 5.0
12 years 4.8 8.8 5.2 6.3 12 years 29 2.6 6.8 4.0
13 years 2.7 4.7 8.6 6.3 13 years 1.0 2.6 4.5 3.0
14 years 2.7 2.2 3.8 2.8 14 years 1.0 0.9 1.5 1.0
15 years 0.6 25 29 4.2 15 years 0.0 0.9 3.8 2.0
16 years 0.6 0.3 0.0 2.1 16 years 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.0
17 years 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 17 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
18 years 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 18 years 0.0 0.9 0.0 0.0
19 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 19 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
20+ years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 20+ years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data — — — — Missing data — — — —
Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Alaska Native/American Indian 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Alaska Native/American Indian 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Asian 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Asian 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Black (non-Hispanic) 67.7 62.4 61.0 63.2 Black (non-Hispanic) 55.3 615 60.9 525
Native Hawaiian/ Native Hawaiian/

other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Hispanic (of any race) 6.3 53 3.8 35 Hispanic (of any race) 39 10.3 9.8 79
White (non-Hispanic) 26.0 323 35.2 333 White (non-Hispanic) 38.8 28.2 293 39.6
Two or more races 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Two or more races 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Unknown 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Unknown 1.9 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

© There is no Federal definition for a child waiting to be adopted. The definition used in the table above includes children who have a goal of adoption
and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. It excludes children 16 years old and older whose parental rights have been terminated and who have
a goal of emancipation. A State's own definition may differ from that used here. Furthermore, some numbers in this table may be lower than the numbers
reported in the prior Child Welfare Outcomes reports. Only children with terminations prior to the end of the fiscal year of interest are included in the
current table.
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Delaware [OUTCOMES DATA]

1. Reduce Recurrence of Child 2. Reduce the Incidence of Child

Abuse and/or Neglect (NcANDS) Abuse and/or Neglect in Foster Care
(NCANDS and AFCARS: Foster Care File, Jan.-Sept.)
1.1 Recurrence of Maltreatment

Within 6 Months (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2.1 Maltreatment in Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children without a recurrence 97.0 97.2 98.8 97.0 Children maltreated while in foster care — 0.11 0.12 0.14
Children with one or more recurrences 3.0 2.8 1.2 3.0 Children not maltreated while in foster care — 99.89 99.88 99.86
Number 922 1,058 737 675 Number — 1,750 1,627 1,419

3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care (AFCARS: Foster Care File)

3.1 Exits of Children from Foster Care (%) 3.2 Exits of Children with a Diagnosed Disability (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 10.9 13.0 14.7 13.0 Adoption 12.8 12.2 29.6 21.7
Guardianship 1.8 3.3 4.4 3.8 Guardianship 3.8 8.1 8.5 10.1
Reunification 79.3 76.5 72.7 72.2 Reunification 67.9 55.4 49.3 42.0
Other 7.9 7.1 8.2 11.0 Other 15.4 243 12.7 26.1
Missing data 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 886 916 928 810 Number 78 74 71 69

3.3 Exits of Children Older than Age 12 at Entry into

Foster Care (%) 3.4 Exits to Emancipation (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 0.2 0.4 0.2 Children age 12 or younger at entry 10.9 24.0 14.3 16.4
Guardianship 0.4 0.9 0.6 0.8 Children older than 12 at entry 87.0 76.0 843 80.6
Reunification 85.5 87.7 86.1 82.9 Missing data 2.2 0.0 1.4 3.0
Other 141 11.3 12.9 16.1 Number 46 50 70 67
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 447 470 505 473

3.5 Exits by Race/Ethnicity (%)

Alaska Native/Am. In. Asian Black (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 10.0 13.6 15.4 12.0
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.3 23 4.4 4.0
Reunification 100.0 50.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 81.3 78.1 72.1 70.7
Other 0.0 50.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 7.4 5.9 8.1 13.3
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0
Number 2 2 1 1 0 0 3 1 530 529 520 475

Native Hawaiian/Other Pac. Is. Hispanic (of any race) White (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.0 16.5 11.1 14.8 13.2 11.0 14.7 14.4
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.0 8.2 4.4 0.0 26 3.7 45 43
Reunification 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 88.0 67.1 75.6 79.6 74.5 76.7 725 73.0
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.0 8.2 8.9 5.6 9.6 8.7 8.3 8.3
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 0 0 1 0 50 85 20 54 302 300 313 278

Unable to Determine Two or more races Missing Data

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 50.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Reunification 50.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

4.2 Children Re-entering

4.1 Time to Reunification (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 83.6 86.0 85.2 92.3 Children entering care for the first time 69.2 71.4 63.4 62.7
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 11.2 9.0 11.0 53 Children re-entering care within
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 2.6 20 1.0 05 12 mos. of a prior episode 165 168 241 235
t least but less than 4 ] 14 17 ] I Children re-entering care more than
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos 99 0.9 12 mos. after a prior episode 11.4 11.1 10.8 12.9
48 or more mos. 0.9 0.9 1.5 0.9 —
— Missing data 2.9 0.7 1.7 0.9
Missing data 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.2 Number 550 935 518 361
Number 703 701 675 585 umbe

5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

5.1 Time to Adoption (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 1.0 1.7 2.9 4.8
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 18.6 16.0 11.0 27.6
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 36.1 30.3 31.6 29.5
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos. 21.6 25.2 30.1 21.0
48 or more mos. 22.7 26.9 24.3 171
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 97 119 136 105

6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Foster Care File)

6.1 Number of Placements by Time in Care (%)
In Care at Least 12 Months

In Care for 24 Months

In Care less than 12 Months but less than 24 Months or Longer Missing Time in Care
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children with 2 or
fewer placements 97.3 962 983 977 842 809 773 787 67.0 620 528 49.6 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0
Children with 3 or
more placements 2.7 3.8 1.7 2.3 158 191 227 213 33.0 380 472 504 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 1,136 1,117 1,057 1,007 323 298 278 244 521 521 470 365 3 3 8 6
7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or Institutions
(AFCARS Foster Care File)
7.1 Most Recent Placement Settings of Children Who Entered
Care During the Fiscal Year and Were Age 12
or Younger at the Time of This Placement (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Group homes 0.9 3.8 5.2 3.7
Institutions 5.9 2.8 1.4 2.4
Other settings 92.7 93.2 93.1 933
Missing data 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.6
Number 438 395 347 327
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PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT

The following is a discussion of Delaware’s performance on the national outcomes established for the Report
to Congress. The discussion focuses on the State’s performance in 2003 and on change in performance over
time. Change over time was determined by calculating the percent change in performance from 2000 to
2003. A percent change that was less than 5.0 in either direction (i.e., positive or negative) was considered
to represent “no change in performance.”

Outcome 1. Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect

In 2003, 3.0 percent of the children in Delaware who were victims of maltreatment during the first 6
months of the year experienced another maltreatment incident within a 6-month period, which is less than
the national median of 7.1 percent (measure 1.1). Although performance on this measure did not change
from 2000 to 2003, the rate of child victims in the State changed considerably over that time period from
9.3 child victims per 1,000 children in the population in 2000 to 6.2 child victims per 1,000 children in the
population in 2003.

Outcome 2. Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care

In 2003, 0.14 percent of children in foster care were found to be the victims of substantiated or indicated
maltreatment by a foster parent or facility staff member (measure 2.1). Although this percent is less than
the national median of 0.39 percent, performance on the measure declined from 2000 to 2003 (+27.3
percent change).

Outcome 3. Increase permanency for children in foster care

In 2003, 89.0 percent of children exiting foster care were discharged to a permanent home (measure 3.1),
which exceeds the national median of 86.3 percent. In addition, 83.9 percent of the children exiting foster
care who were older than age 12 when they entered foster care were discharged to a permanent home, which
exceeds the national median of 72.2 percent (measure 3.3). In contrast, 73.8 percent of the children exiting
foster care in 2003 who had a diagnosed disability were discharged to a permanent home (measure 3.2),
which is less than the national median of 79.5 percent.

With regard to ensuring that children who are emancipated from foster care (either through legal action

or because they reach the age of majority) do not spend most of their formative years in foster care, in

2003, 16.4 percent of the children reported as emancipated from foster care (either through legal action or
because they reach the age of majority) entered foster care when they were age 12 or younger (measure 3.4).
Although this percent is less than the national median of 29.6 percent, it represents a decline in performance
on the measure from 2000 to 2003 (+50.5 percent change).

There was a slight difference in exits to permanency as a function of children’s race or ethnicity (measure
3.5). In particular, Black (non-Hispanic) children exiting foster care were somewhat less likely to exit to
permanency (86.7 percent) than were White (non-Hispanic) children (91.7 percent). In addition, the
percent of Black (non-Hispanic) children in the foster care population in 2003 (59.7 percent) was more
than twice the percent of these children in the State’s child population (22.7 percent).

Outcome 4. Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry

In 2003, 92.3 percent of all reunifications in the State occurred within 12 months of the child’s entry into
foster care (measure 4.1). This percent not only far exceeds the national median of 72.0 percent, but also
represents improved performance on the measure from 2000 to 2003 (+10.4 percent change).
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However, Delaware’s high percentage of reunifications in 2003 occurring within 12 months of a child’s
entry into foster care was matched by an equally high percentage of re-entries into foster care. In 2003, 23.5
percent of the children entering foster care were re-entering within 12 months of a prior foster care episode
(measure 4.2). This percent not only far exceeds the national median of 9.5 percent, but also represents a
decline in performance on the measure from 2000 to 2003 (+42.4 percent change). The findings regarding
re-entries of children that occurred more than 12 months from a prior foster care episode are similar.
Overall, 36.4 percent of the children who entered foster care in 2003 had been in foster care at a prior time.

Delaware’s high foster care re-entry rate may be due to the fact that 33 percent of the children entering
foster care in 2003 were age 16 or older at the time of entry. A cross-State analysis of State performance on
this measure found a substantial positive relationship (Pearson’s » = 0.49) between State re-entry percentages
and the percentage of children entering foster care who were age 16 and older.

Outcome 5. Reduce time in foster care to adoption

In 2003, 32.4 percent of adoptions in Delaware occurred within 24 months of a child’s entry into foster care
(measure 5.1). This percent not only exceeds the national median of 23.9 percent, but also represents an
improvement in performance from 2000 to 2003 (+65.3 percent change).

Outcome 6. Increase placement stability

In 2003, 97.7 percent of children in foster care in Delaware for less than 12 months experienced no more
than two placement settings (measure 6.1), which exceeds the national median of 84.2 percent. In addition,
78.7 percent of the children in foster care for at least 12 months but less than 24 months experienced no
more than two placement settings, which exceeds the national median of 59.1 percent. Performance on this
latter measure also exhibited improvement from 2000 to 2003 (+6.5 percent change).

Outcome 7. Reduce placements of young children in group homes and institutions

In 2003, 6.1 percent of the children entering foster care in Delaware who were age 12 or younger were
placed in a group home or institution (measure 7.1). This percent not only is less than the national median
of 8.3 percent, but also represents an improvement in performance on this measure from 2000 to 2003
(-10.3 percent change).
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DiStriCt Of COlumbia [CONTEXT DATA]

A. Context Statistics

General Child Population

(Census Bureau) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Welfare Summary 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total children under 18 years 114,646 111,843 109,554 108,403 Child maltreatment victims? 2,911 2,908 3,032 2,518
Race/Ethnicity (%)’ Children in foster care on 9/30 3,054 3,339 3,321 3,092
Alaska Native/American Indian 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 Children adopted 319 231 253 240
Asian 15 19 1.8 19

Black (non-Hispanic) 743 72.4 70.5 68.8

Native Hawaiian/

other Pacific Islander 0.0 <1 <1 <1
Hispanic (of any race) 9.9 10.6 10.5 10.9
White (non-Hispanic) 1.9 13.2 15.4 16.4
Two or more races 19 1.7 1.6 1.7
% Child population in poverty  23.4 30.8 33.0 31.5

B. Child Maltreatment Data [National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS)]

Overview Maltreatment 2000 2001 2002 2003
Information Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate
Children subject of an investigated

report alleging child maltreatment 7,578 66.1 per 1,000 7,332 65.6 per 1,000 8,243 75.2 per 1,000 11,000 101.5 per 1,000
Total child maltreatment victims® 2,911 25.4 per 1,000 2,908 26.0 per 1,000 3,032 27.7 per 1,000 2,518 23.2 per 1,000
Child fatalities 5 4.4 per 100,000 9 8.1 per 100,000 7 6.4 per 100,000 6 5.5 per 100,000

Race/Ethnicity of

Age of Child Victims (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Victims (%)* 2000 2001 2002 2003

<1 year 7.8 9.2 9.4 10.8 Alaska Native/American Indian 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

1-5 years 30.0 28.2 25.8 25.2 Asian 0.5 0.0 0.3 0.6

6-10 years 33.8 31.5 31.5 29.4 Black (non-Hispanic) 68.3 70.6 52.2 55.9

11-15 years 21.7 24.2 26.6 28.4 Native Hawaiian/

16+ years 6.7 6.9 6.6 6.2 other Pacific Islander N/A N/A N/A 0.1

Unknown 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Hispanic (of any race) 3.6 2.6 2.6 2.4

Number 2.911 2.908 3,032 2518 White (non-Hispanic) 1.4 0.5 0.6 0.4
Two or more races 0.0 0.3 0.4 0.4
Unknown 24.0 26.0 439 40.3
Number 2,911 2,908 3,032 2,518

Maltreatment Types

of Child Victims (%)°® 2000 2001 2002 2003

Emotional abuse 14.7 0.0 0.0 0.0

Medical neglect 2.7 0.0 0.0 0.0

Neglect 68.0 85.2 79.2 82.3

Physical abuse 13.4 17.3 22.9 19.5

Sexual abuse 6.4 3.8 53 49

Unknown/missing data 23.4 0.0 0.0 0.0

Other 25.8 0.3 0.1 0.0

Number 2,911 2,908 3,032 2,518

' Race/ethnicity data for 2001, 2002, and 2003 represent population estimates.

2 A child victim is defined as a child who is the subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment report.

3 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once.
4 Percentages may total more than 100 because Hispanics may be counted by Hispanic ethnicity and race.

5 Percentages may total more than 100 because children can be victims of more than one type of maltreatment.
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C. Characteristics of Children in Foster Care
[Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS): Foster Care File]

In Foster Care on 10/1 FY Entered Foster Care in FY Exited Foster Care in FY In Foster Care on 9/30 FY
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total Number 2,594 2907 2905 3,130 775 822 812 719 315 390 396 757 3,064 3,339 3,321 3,092
Median length

of stay (months) 224 285 31.8 38.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A 15.8 18.7 10.8 36.4 27.4 32.6 37.2 42.8
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 1.3 1.3 1.7 15 12.3 12.5 11.6 12.2 2.9 3.3 4.8 25 15 19 1.6 1.6
1 year 2.7 2.7 25 2.6 6.5 7.2 6.5 5.7 4.1 3.8 4.5 25 3.0 2.7 2.7 2.6
2 years 4.1 3.4 3.4 3.0 5.8 6.0 5.7 5.6 2.9 2.8 43 4.0 3.5 3.5 3.0 3.0
3 years 4.5 43 4.1 3.6 5.7 4.9 5.0 5.6 7.6 5.6 4.5 5.3 43 4.1 3.6 3.2
4 years 4.2 4.5 4.3 4.7 5.0 5.6 4.7 4.5 4.8 4.9 3.3 5.5 4.6 4.5 4.6 3.6
5 years 5.7 4.9 4.7 4.7 7.0 4.9 5.3 4.5 6.3 5.6 5.3 5.4 4.7 4.5 4.3 4.2
6 years 52 5.7 4.8 5.0 7.9 5.0 5.8 4.5 6.0 4.9 5.3 5.7 5.7 4.7 4.8 4.6
7 years 6.1 6.0 5.5 5.4 6.2 5.8 4.6 4.7 3.5 7.9 3.8 6.5 6.1 5.7 49 46
8 years 5.8 6.2 6.0 5.8 5.2 4.7 4.7 5.1 7.3 4.1 5.1 6.3 5.7 5.8 5.3 5.1
9 years 6.1 6.2 6.5 5.8 6.1 6.0 5.0 4.6 6.0 4.6 7.8 6.9 6.0 6.1 58 53
10 years 5.4 6.5 6.0 6.4 6.2 4.7 6.8 35 4.1 5.9 6.1 5.4 6.2 6.0 6.2 5.4
11 years 5.5 6.1 6.4 6.4 3.9 5.6 4.3 7.0 3.2 4.1 5.1 6.2 5.6 6.4 6.1 6.0
12 years 5.7 5.5 6.2 6.3 3.6 3.9 5.7 5.6 25 5.1 5.3 6.2 5.5 5.8 6.3 6.4
13 years 5.2 5.6 5.6 6.1 4.1 5.2 5.0 6.1 4.8 3.6 4.0 6.6 53 5.6 6.1 6.1
14 years 5.8 4.8 6.1 5.3 3.4 5.0 4.7 6.0 5.1 3.6 35 4.0 4.8 5.7 57 62
15 years 5.2 6.1 5.2 5.7 5.4 6.0 5.2 7.6 4.8 6.7 4.8 4.1 5.5 5.0 59 6.2
16 years 6.4 5.3 5.8 5.5 3.1 3.8 5.2 4.0 6.3 3.6 2.8 25 5.0 5.7 5.5 6.1
17 years 5.6 5.4 5.2 5.5 2.6 2.8 3.1 2.6 4.8 23 15 2.6 5.7 5.2 6.0 59
18 years 3.9 4.5 4.5 4.5 0.1 0.4 0.4 0.4 2.9 3.8 1.8 1.6 4.6 4.6 4.6 5.4
19 years 3.7 2.8 3.6 3.9 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.1 2.5 13 2.8 1.3 3.1 3.8 37 44
20 years 1.5 2.1 1.9 2.3 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.1 2.5 7.7 10.6 6.5 3.0 23 2.9 3.6
Missing data 0.1 <.1 <.1 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.4 0.0 5.1 4.6 3.0 2.4 0.6 0.5 0.3 0.6

Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Alaska Native/
American Indian 0.0 0.0 0.0 <.1 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 <1 <A1

Asian 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.1 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2

Black (non-Hispanic) ~ 96.7 94.8 92.2 89.0 83.9 78.0 62.7 61.2 88.6 88.5 75.3 78.6 94.3 91.4 87.0 85.1

Native Hawaiian/
other Pacific

Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Hispanic (of any race) 0.8 1.2 1.7 2.1 3.4 2.4 33 2.9 2.2 2.6 2.8 2.2 1.3 1.4 1.9 2.3
White (non-Hispanic) 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.5 1.1 0.7 0.6 0.5 1.0 0.8 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.2
Two or more races 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.1 0.8 0.6 1.0 0.5 0.7 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.6
Unknown 1.6 3.1 5.1 7.8 11.6 18.1 32.1 34.2 7.6 7.4 20.5 17.4 35 6.3 9.8 11.6
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 <. 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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D. Characteristics of Children “Waiting for E. Characteristics of Children Adopted

Adoption"”® (AFCARS: Foster Care File) (AFCARS: Adoption File)
Waiting for Adoption 2000 2001 2002 2003 Adoptions 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total waiting children 1,086 1,148 1,178 1,130 Total children adopted 319 231 253 240

Numbers of waiting children
whose parents’ rights

have been terminated 0 0 1 51
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 1.0 05 0.3 0.3 <1 year 1.6 3.0 0.4 0.0
1 year 2.8 1.0 2.0 2.3 1 year 4.1 1.7 0.4 0.4
2 years 4.1 2.8 25 29 2 years 5.6 1.7 3.6 4.6
3 years 5.2 4.3 45 4.3 3 years 53 6.1 79 4.6
4 years 7.2 5.7 6.1 5.6 4 years 9.1 7.4 75 5.4
5 years 7.6 7.0 5.8 6.9 5 years 10.3 6.9 55 6.3
6 years 10.0 71 7.4 6.5 6 years 9.1 13.0 59 10.8
7 years 9.2 9.8 6.6 6.9 7 years 9.1 11.3 6.7 10.4
8 years 9.4 9.2 8.6 7.4 8 years 9.7 13.4 134 79
9 years 9.1 9.8 9.1 8.1 9 years 10.0 8.2 79 9.6
10 years 9.9 8.9 8.9 8.8 10 years 6.9 6.5 8.3 9.6
11 years 7.4 9.6 7.9 9.6 11 years 4.4 7.8 9.1 75
12 years 7.4 7.6 9.0 8.3 12 years 5.0 3.0 9.1 8.8
13 years 4.2 7.3 7.6 8.0 13 years 34 22 55 54
14 years 2.6 4.4 6.1 5.6 14 years 25 1.3 4.0 2.1
15 years 1.8 2.7 3.9 4.3 15 years 0.9 1.7 0.8 25
16 years 0.5 1.5 2.4 2.2 16 years 1.3 0.4 2.8 1.7
17 years 0.3 0.4 0.7 1.4 17 years 1.3 35 0.8 1.3
18 years 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 18 years 0.3 0.4 0.4 1.3
19 years <A 0.2 0.3 0.3 19 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
20+ years 0.0 0.0 <A1 0.0 20+ years 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0
Missing data — — — — Missing data — — — —
Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Alaska Native/American Indian 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Alaska Native/American Indian 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Asian 0.0 0.0 <A 03 Asian 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Black (non-Hispanic) 96.8 96.3 95.1 90.6 Black (non-Hispanic) 96.9 99.6 99.2 97.9
Native Hawaiian/ Native Hawaiian/

other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Hispanic (of any race) 1.0 1.0 1.2 1.8 Hispanic (of any race) 1.6 0.0 0.4 0.4
White (non-Hispanic) 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3 White (non-Hispanic) 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0
Two or more races 0.2 0.2 0.6 0.6 Two or more races 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0
Unknown 1.7 2.2 2.8 6.5 Unknown 0.6 0.4 0.4 1.7
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

© There is no Federal definition for a child waiting to be adopted. The definition used in the table above includes children who have a goal of adoption
and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. It excludes children 16 years old and older whose parental rights have been terminated and who have
a goal of emancipation. A State's own definition may differ from that used here. Furthermore, some numbers in this table may be lower than the numbers
reported in the prior Child Welfare Outcomes reports. Only children with terminations prior to the end of the fiscal year of interest are included in the
current table.
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DiStriCt Of COlumbia [OUTCOMES DATA]

1. Reduce Recurrence of Child 2. Reduce the Incidence of Child

Abuse and/or Neglect (NcANDS) Abuse and/or Neglect in Foster Care
(NCANDS and AFCARS: Foster Care File, Jan.-Sept.)
1.1 Recurrence of Maltreatment

Within 6 Months (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2.1 Maltreatment in Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children without a recurrence — 91.7 93.6 91.9 Children maltreated while in foster care — 0.33 0.39 0.43
Children with one or more recurrences — 8.3 6.4 8.1 Children not maltreated while in foster care — 99.67 99.61 99.57
Number — 1,353 1,413 1,215 Number — 3,651 3,621 3,701

3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care (AFCARS: Foster Care File)

3.1 Exits of Children from Foster Care (%) 3.2 Exits of Children with a Diagnosed Disability (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 14.3 14.6 4.3 37.1 Adoption 34.4 35.1 13.8 58.6
Guardianship 1.3 0.5 1.3 7.9 Guardianship 0.0 0.0 3.4 6.1
Reunification 53.0 57.7 76.5 44.5 Reunification 375 40.5 48.3 23.2
Other 31.4 27.2 17.9 10.4 Other 28.1 243 345 12.1
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 315 390 396 757 Number 32 37 29 29

3.3 Exits of Children Older than Age 12 at Entry into

Foster Care (%) 3.4 Exits to Emancipation (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 2.1 1.0 5.4 Children age 12 or younger at entry 20.0 265 27.8 29.6
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.8 Children older than 12 at entry 80.0 735 72.2 67.6
Reunification 17.6 26.8 46.9 491 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.8
Other 82.4 711 52.1 43.8 Number 25 49 54 71
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 91 97 926 112

3.5 Exits by Race/Ethnicity (%)

Alaska Native/Am. In. Asian Black (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 15.8 16.2 5.7 45.2
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.4 0.6 1.0 8.6
Reunification 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 51.6 55.9 69.8 34.5
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 31.2 27.2 235 11.8
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 279 345 298 595

Native Hawaiian/Other Pac. Is. Hispanic (of any race) White (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 11.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 16.7
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Reunification 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 71.4 70.0 100.0 70.6 50.0 100.0 100.0 66.7
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 28.6 30.0 0.0 17.6 50.0 0.0 0.0 16.7
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 0 0 0 0 7 10 11 17 2 2 4 6

Unable to Determine Two or more races Missing Data

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 3.4 0.0 5.3 50.0 0.0 0.0 40.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 25 5.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Reunification 70.8 72.4 9.3 87.1 0.0 50.0 100.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 29.2 24.1 1.2 23 50.0 50.0 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 24 29 81 132 2 4 2 5 0 0 0 1
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4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

4.2 Children Re-entering

4.1 Time to Reunification (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 59.9 65.8 68.0 62.3 Children entering care for the first time 85.4 86.7 81.2 74.4
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 19.8 10.7 13.9 13.1 Children re-entering care within
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 9.6 16.0 7.6 11.0 .12 mos. of a prior episode 3.7 5.7 9.7 12.8
t least but less than 4 ] ] K] 4. ] Children re-entering care more than
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos 3.6 3 6 2.6 12 mos. after a prior episode 6.2 5.4 8.6 12.2
48 or more mos. 7.2 4.4 5.9 8.0 —
— Missing data 4.6 2.2 0.5 0.6
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Number 275 522 312 719
Number 167 225 303 337 umbe

5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption
(AFCARS Foster Care File)

5.1 Time to Adoption (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 2.2 5.3 0.0 1.1
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 13.3 0.0 5.9 3.9
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 35.6 15.8 0.0 11.0
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos. 17.8 14.0 11.8 19.2
48 or more mos. 31.1 64.9 82.4 64.4
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.4
Number 45 57 17 281

6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Foster Care File)

6.1 Number of Placements by Time in Care (%)
In Care at Least 12 Months

In Care for 24 Months

In Care less than 12 Months but less than 24 Months or Longer Missing Time in Care
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children with 2 or
fewer placements 86.5 863 845 912 758 685 579 620 59.5 558  50.0 419 0.0 0.0 100.0
Children with 3 or
more placements 135 138 155 8.8 242 315 421 380 405 442 500 581 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 820 880 878 753 748 531 508 513 1,801 2,318 2,331 2,578 0 0
7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or Institutions
(AFCARS Foster Care File)
7.1 Most Recent Placement Settings of Children Who Entered
Care During the Fiscal Year and Were Age 12
or Younger at the Time of This Placement (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Group homes 7.1 24.9 9.5 0.8
Institutions 16.5 20.6 20.0 28.0
Other settings 745 52.7 64.3 68.9
Missing data 2.0 1.8 6.2 2.2
Number 595 598 566 489
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District of Columbia smre comment

Brenda Donald Walker, Director
Child and Family Services Agency
Government of the District of Columbia

The following are the District of Columbia’s comments on the data presented in Child Welfare Outcomes
2003: Report to Congress.

Section B (Maltreatment Information Overview): The District first provided child-specific
NCANDS data for all children who were the subject of an investigated report of alleged maltreatment in
2002. Therefore, reporting differences may limit the comparability of numbers for earlier years with those
for 2002 and 2003. This limitation on comparability applies to all NCANDS data comparisons.

Section B (Race/Ethnicity of Victims): The District implemented new search capability in the later part
0f 2001 and the automated system did not populate the Race/Ethnicity fields for children previously known
to the system from that point through September 2003. This data recording problem was corrected as of
September 2003. Therefore, the 2000 and 2001 data are not comparable to 2002 and 2003.

Section D (Children Waiting to be Adopted): The Child and Family Services Agency is working
jointly with the Family Court and the Office of the Attorney General to improve compliance with ASFA
timelines for termination of parental rights (TPR). As a result of a joint effort to clear the ASFA backlog,
171 TPR motions were recently filed.

Section E (Children Adopted): There is a slight discrepancy between the number of children reported as
adopted to the adoption file (Section E) and the number reported to the foster care file (outcome measure
5.1). This apparent discrepancy is the result of timing differences between the data on adoption as the
reason for exit from foster care and the data on the date of the finalized adoption. This discrepancy has been
corrected by the use of transaction dates starting with the District’s AFCARS 2004 submission.

Permanency Outcomes: The District is concerned about the number of children lingering in foster care
and is placing a high priority on improving permanency outcomes.

Outcome measure 7.1 (Placement of Young Children in Group Homes): The District’s
percentage of young children placed in group homes or institutions is inflated by the District’s practice

of sending young children to a specialized institution (St Ann’s) for health assessment or shelter care
immediately after home removal pending identification of longer term/permanent foster home placement.
The majority of the children (who were in group homes or institutions) (15.3 percent) were placed in a
foster home or returned home within 30 days. If those children are excluded, the District’s percentage drops
from 28.8 to 13.5 percent.
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PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT

The following is a discussion of the District of Columbia’s (the District) performance on the national
outcomes established for the Report to Congress. The discussion focuses on the District’s performance
in 2003 and on change in performance over time. Change over time was determined by calculating the
percent change in performance from 2000 to 2003. A percent change that was less than 5.0 in either
direction (i.e., positive or negative) was considered to represent “no change in performance.”

Outcome 1. Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect

In 2003, 8.1 percent of the children in the District who were victims of maltreatment during the first 6
months of the year experienced another maltreatment incident within a 6-month period (measure 1.1),
which exceeds the national median of 7.1 percent. Although performance on this measure did not change
from 2001 to 2003 (the District did not provide data for this measure in 2000), there was a considerable
improvement in performance from 2001 to 2002 (-22.9 percent change) followed by a performance decline
in 2003. These variations in performance may be due to data quality issues.

Outcome 2. Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care

In 2003, 0.43 percent of children in foster care in the District were found to be the victims of substantiated
or indicated maltreatment by a foster parent or facility staff member (measure 2.1). This percent not only
exceeds the national median of 0.39 percent, but also represents a decline in performance from 2001 to
2003 (+30.3 percent change).

Outcome 3. Increase permanency for children in foster care

In 2003, 89.5 percent of all children exiting foster care were discharged to a permanent home (measure 3.1),
which exceeds the national median of 86.3 percent. In addition, 87.9 percent of the children exiting foster
care in 2003 who had a diagnosed disability were discharged to a permanent home (measure 3.2), which
exceeds the national median of 79.5 percent. In contrast, 56.3 percent of the children exiting foster care
who older than age 12 when they entered foster care were discharged to a permanent home (measure 3.3),
which is substantially less than the national median of 72.2 percent. An assessment of performance over
time was difficult for these measures because the number of children reported as exiting foster care in 2003
(757 children) was more than twice the number reported in 2000 (315 children). It is not clear whether this
difference is due to data quality issues or to an actual difference in the number of children exiting foster care.

With regard to ensuring that children who are emancipated from foster care (either through legal action or
because they reach the age of majority) do not spend most of their formative years in foster care, in 2003,
29.6 percent of the children in the District reported as emancipated from foster care entered foster care
when they were age 12 or younger (measure 3.4). Although this percent is equal to the national median,
performance on this measure declined from 2000 to 2003 (+48.0 percent change).

It is difficult to assess exits to permanency as a function of the child’s race or ethnicity. Of the 757 children
exiting care in 2003, 595 (79 percent) were reported to be Black (non-Hispanic) and 132 (17 percent) were
reported as race “Unable to Determine.”

Outcome 4. Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry

In 2003, 62.3 percent of all reunifications in the District occurred within 12 months of the child’s entry
into foster care (measure 4.1), which is less than the national median of 72.0 percent. Performance on this
measure did not change from 2000 to 2003. In addition, 13.6 percent of the reunifications occurred after a
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child had been in foster care for at least 36 months, which is considerably higher than the national median
of 3.5 percent. Performance on this measure declined from 2000 to 2003 (+25.9 percent change).

Some of the data presented for the District suggest that data quality issues may explain performance on

this measure. For example, there was a considerable increase in the median length of stay of children in
foster care and of children exiting foster care from 2000 to 2003. In 2000, the median length of stay of
children in foster care on the last day of the fiscal year was 27.4 months compared to 42.8 months in 2003.
Similarly, in 2000, the median length of stay of children exiting foster care was 15.8 months, while in 2003,
the median length of stay for children exiting foster care was 36.4 months. Because the reason for these
extreme changes is not known, it is difficult to interpret performance on measures related to timeliness of
permanency.

With regard to re-entry into foster care, in 2003, 12.8 percent of the children entering foster care in the
District were re-entering within 12 months of a prior episode (measure 4.2). This percent not only exceeds
the national median of 9.5 percent, but also represents a considerable decline in performance from 2000 to
2003 (+245 percent change). The percentage of children entering foster care who were re-entering more
than 12 months after a prior episode also increased considerably from 2000 to 2003, indicating a decline
in performance (96.7 percent change). Overall, 25 percent of the children entering foster care in 2003 had
been in foster care at a prior time.

Outcome 5. Reduce time in foster care to adoption

The District has not been successful in achieving outcome 5. In 2003, only 5.0 percent of the adoptions

in the District occurred within 24 months of the child’s entry into foster care, which is far less than the
national median of 23.9 percent. Change in performance from 2000 to 2003 cannot be assessed because of
data quality issues associate with the District’s 2000 adoption data.

Outcome 6. Increase placement stability

In 2003, 91.2 percent of children in foster care in the District for less than 12 months experienced no more
than two placement settings (measure 6.1). This percent not only exceeds the national median of 84.2
percent, but also represents improved performance from 2000 (+5.4 percent change). In addition, 62.0
percent of the children in foster care for at least 12 months, but less than 24 months, experienced no more
than two placement settings, which exceeds the national median of 59.1 percent.

Outcome 7. Reduce placements of young children in group homes and institutions

In 2003, 28.8 percent of the children entering foster care in the District who were age 12 or younger were
placed in a group home or institution (measure 7.1). This percent is three times the national median of 8.3
percent and represents a decline in performance on the measure from 2000 to 2003 (+22.0 percent change).
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A. Context Statistics

General Child Population

(Census Bureau) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Welfare Summary 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total children under 18 years 3,665,040 3,787,039 3,856,739 3,924,123 Child maltreatment victims? 95,849 124,134 122,131 138,499

Race/Ethnicity (%)’ Children in foster care on 9/30 36,608 32,477 31,963 30,677

Alaska Native/American Indian 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 Children adopted 1,629 1,508 2,309 2,786

Asian 1.7 1.8 1.7 1.7

Black (non-Hispanic) 20.6 21.2 20.0 20.0

Natzl)\;ﬁe'-r'i‘\;vgli"iac;r]l/slander 0.0 <1 <1 <1

Hispanic (of any race) 19.3 19.9 19.5 201

White (non-Hispanic) 55.4 55.0 56.9 56.2

Two or more races 2.4 1.8 1.6 1.7

% Child population in poverty  16.1 18.8 16.5 19.2

B. Child Maltreatment Data [National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS)]

Overview Maltreatment 2000 2001 2002 2003

Information Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate

Children subject of an investigated

report alleging child maltreatment 205,179 56.0 per 1,000 266,502 70.4 per 1,000 254,856 66.1 per 1,000 351,499 89.6 per 1,000

Total child maltreatment victims? 95,849 26.1 per 1,000 124,134 32.8 per 1,000 122,131 31.7 per 1,000 138,499 35.3 per 1,000

Child fatalities 65 1.8 per 100,000 91 2.4 per 100,000 97 2.5 per 100,000 101 2.6 per 100,000
Race/Ethnicity of

Age of Child Victims (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Victims (%)* 2000 2001 2002 2003

<1 year 9.3 8.8 9.3 9.3 Alaska Native/American Indian 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2

1-5 years 30.4 31.0 31.8 32.3 Asian 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.3

6-10 years 30.1 29.5 28.1 27.7 Black (non-Hispanic) 29.9 30.1 30.4 31.2

11-15 years 241 24.6 24.6 24.6 Native Hawaiian/

16+ years 6.0 6.1 6.2 6.1 other Pacific Islander N/A N/A N/A 0.0

Unknown 01 0.0 0.0 0.0 Hispanic (of any race) 7.2 7.8 8.2 9.4

Normber 95.849 124134 122131 138,499 White (non-Hispanic) 61.4 60.7 60.1 57.8
Two or more races 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1
Unknown 0.9 0.9 0.9 1.0
Number 95,849 124,134 122,131 138,499

Maltreatment Types

of Child Victims (%)° 2000 2001 2002 2003

Emotional abuse 3.4 3.4 2.9 2.4

Medical neglect 2.2 2.0 1.9 1.9

Neglect 359 33.7 324 30.2

Physical abuse 16.0 15.8 14.5 13.9

Sexual abuse 5.7 5.2 4.9 45

Unknown/missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Other 61.6 63.3 66.0 67.3

Number 95,849 124,134 122,131 138,499

' Race/ethnicity data for 2001, 2002, and 2003 represent population estimates.

2 A child victim is defined as a child who is the subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment report.
3 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once.
4 Percentages may total more than 100 because Hispanics may be counted by Hispanic ethnicity and race.
5 Percentages may total more than 100 because children can be victims of more than one type of maltreatment.
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C. Characteristics of Children in Foster Care
[Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS): Foster Care File]

In Foster Care on 10/1 FY Entered Foster Care in FY Exited Foster Care in FY In Foster Care on 9/30 FY
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total Number 33,353 30,865 28,503 31,712 18,765 18,673 20,800 20,549 15510 17,061 17,340 21,585 36,608 32,477 31,963 30,677
Median length

of stay (months) 14.3 14.4 14.4 12.9 N/A N/A N/A N/A 14.7 13.8 12.2 12.1 14.8 13.9 12.4 12.4
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 59 5.8 5.8 6.2 17.8 16.0 16.1 16.6 3.8 3.9 3.9 4.3 5.8 5.8 6.4 6.8
1 year 73 7.6 75 7.6 7.7 7.7 7.4 75 7.4 7.3 7.0 7.2 75 7.6 7.8 8.0
2 years 6.8 7.0 75 7.4 6.7 71 71 71 73 7.2 7.6 75 7.0 75 7.4 7.6
3 years 6.0 6.7 6.7 6.8 5.8 6.0 6.1 6.5 6.7 7.0 7.2 7.2 6.6 6.8 6.8 7.0
4 years 5.9 5.7 5.8 6.2 55 5.6 59 6.1 6.1 6.6 6.3 6.7 5.7 6.0 6.3 6.2
5 years 6.1 5.6 53 5.7 5.7 5.7 5.6 55 6.2 6.0 59 6.1 5.6 53 5.7 5.6
6 years 59 59 4.9 5.0 5.6 53 4.9 5.0 6.3 6.2 5.2 5.7 5.8 5.2 5.0 5.2
7 years 6.1 5.6 5.4 4.9 55 5.1 5.0 4.7 6.1 5.7 51 4.9 5.6 5.4 4.8 4.8
8 years 6.1 59 5.4 5.1 5.2 55 4.8 4.5 6.1 6.1 5.7 5.2 5.8 55 5.1 4.6
9 years 5.6 5.8 55 5.0 5.2 5.0 4.6 4.5 5.8 5.7 5.2 4.8 5.6 55 5.0 4.7
10 years 5.2 5.4 5.4 5.1 4.9 4.9 4.6 4.4 53 5.1 5.2 4.9 53 55 5.0 4.7
11 years 4.9 5.0 5.1 5.1 4.3 4.6 4.4 4.3 4.7 5.1 4.9 4.6 5.0 5.1 5.0 4.9
12 years 4.7 49 4.8 5.0 4.3 4.6 4.6 4.4 4.6 4.7 4.6 4.6 4.8 4.8 5.0 49
13 years 4.6 45 5.1 4.9 4.1 4.3 4.8 4.7 3.8 4.1 4.6 43 4.7 49 4.9 5.0
14 years 4.4 4.6 4.8 5.0 3.6 4.0 4.7 4.6 3.8 39 4.6 4.5 4.5 4.4 4.9 5.0
15 years 4.6 4.5 4.9 4.8 3.7 3.7 3.9 4.3 3.6 3.8 4.5 3.9 4.4 4.6 4.7 53
16 years 4.4 4.6 4.6 4.6 2.7 3.1 3.4 35 33 35 3.8 3.4 4.5 4.3 4.5 5.0
17 years 3.7 3.6 3.9 4.1 1.5 1.5 1.8 1.8 3.7 3.1 4.9 6.1 3.7 3.9 3.9 4.4
18 years 1.0 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.1 <. <. <. 4.6 4.1 29 2.7 1.3 1.1 1.0 <41
19 years 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.3 <. <A1 <A1 <A 0.5 0.4 05 0.7 0.4 0.4 04 <1
20 years 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 <1 <. 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.4 0.2 0.2 02 <1
Missing data 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 <.1 <.1 <.1 <.1 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.2 <.

Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Alaska Native/
American Indian 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2

Asian 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 <.1 0.1 0.2 0.2

Black (non-Hispanic) ~ 47.4 449 44.6 42.7 391 38.8 36.9 37.7 41.7 40.7 39.9 38.4 45.6 43.6 42.2 42.4

Native Hawaiian/
other Pacific

Islander <.1 <.1 <.1 <.1 <1 <.1 <.1 <.1 0.0 <.1 <.1 <A <. <. <1 <.1
Hispanic (of any race) 9.0 8.9 8.4 8.7 8.8 7.9 8.6 8.7 7.6 8.8 8.4 8.2 9.4 8.3 8.5 9.0
White (non-Hispanic) 40.2 42.5 44.0 45.5 48.9 50.4 515 51.0 47.6 46.6 48.8 50.3 41.6 44.9 46.2 45.8
Two or more races 2.9 3.2 2.4 2.1 25 1.9 1.5 1.3 2.4 3.1 1.9 1.9 2.9 25 2.0 1.8
Unknown 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.7 1.0 0.6 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.6 0.3 0.4 0.7 0.5
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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D. Characteristics of Children “Waiting for E. Characteristics of Children Adopted

Adoption"”® (AFCARS: Foster Care File) (AFCARS: Adoption File)
Waiting for Adoption 2000 2001 2002 2003 Adoptions 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total waiting children 5,395 7,696 8,115 8,174 Total children adopted 1,629 1,508 2,309 2,786

Numbers of waiting children
whose parents’ rights

have been terminated 0 3,130 3,558 4,351
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 29 3.8 29 3.1 <1 year 1.5 1.8 1.8 1.3
1 year 6.6 7.7 5.7 5.7 1 year 9.6 9.6 10.1 7.7
2 years 7.3 8.1 7.5 7.2 2 years 129 12.0 13.0 11.8
3 years 7.0 7.7 6.8 71 3 years 101 12.6 125 12.4
4 years 6.3 6.3 6.7 6.3 4 years 7.6 9.3 8.5 11.0
5 years 5.7 5.4 6.2 5.8 5 years 8.8 7.8 75 8.3
6 years 6.3 53 5.2 50 6 years 73 79 6.1 7.4
7 years 6.5 5.6 5.0 5.0 7 years 7.0 6.7 6.0 55
8 years 7.4 6.0 5.7 4.9 8 years 7.4 6.4 5.1 5.6
9 years 7.3 6.3 5.7 59 9 years 5.6 5.7 6.6 5.1
10 years 7.0 6.7 6.1 5.6 10 years 6.4 4.8 4.8 4.7
11 years 6.3 6.4 6.6 6.3 11 years 4.7 43 43 5.0
12 years 6.1 5.6 6.3 6.7 12 years 33 25 4.4 4.2
13 years 6.0 5.7 5.6 6.4 13 years 31 29 3.0 3.2
14 years 4.7 4.8 6.0 5.8 14 years 1.7 2.0 2.3 2.0
15 years 2.7 39 5.1 59 15 years 1.2 1.4 1.9 2.0
16 years 2.2 25 3.7 4.5 16 years 0.9 1.0 1.2 1.7
17 years 1.2 1.8 23 29 17 years 0.6 1.2 0.7 0.8
18 years 0.4 0.3 0.6 <A1 18 years 0.2 <A 0.2 0.2
19 years <A 0.1 0.1 <. 19 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
20+ years <A1 <.1 <A1 0.0 20+ years 0.0 <A <. 0.0
Missing data — — — — Missing data — — — —
Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Alaska Native/American Indian <A 0.2 0.3 0.2 Alaska Native/American Indian 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.6
Asian <.1 <.1 <.1 <.1 Asian <.1 0.0 0.0 0.1
Black (non-Hispanic) 48.4 45.1 46.5 45.4 Black (non-Hispanic) 351 355 35.6 341
Native Hawaiian/ Native Hawaiian/

other Pacific Islander <. <. <. <. other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 <1
Hispanic (of any race) 10.9 9.4 9.8 9.6 Hispanic (of any race) 15.2 13.5 9.3 8.8
White (non-Hispanic) 36.2 41.4 39.9 41.2 White (non-Hispanic) 45.0 45.6 50.2 51.8
Two or more races 3.9 34 3.0 3.0 Two or more races 3.7 5.0 4.2 3.6
Unknown 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.6 Unknown 0.9 0.4 0.5 0.8
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Missing data <.1 0.0 0.0 0.0

© There is no Federal definition for a child waiting to be adopted. The definition used in the table above includes children who have a goal of adoption
and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. It excludes children 16 years old and older whose parental rights have been terminated and who have
a goal of emancipation. A State's own definition may differ from that used here. Furthermore, some numbers in this table may be lower than the numbers
reported in the prior Child Welfare Outcomes reports. Only children with terminations prior to the end of the fiscal year of interest are included in the
current table.
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1. Reduce Recurrence of Child 2. Reduce the Incidence of Child

Abuse and/or Neglect (NcANDS) Abuse and/or Neglect in Foster Care
(NCANDS and AFCARS: Foster Care File, Jan.-Sept.)
1.1 Recurrence of Maltreatment

Within 6 Months (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2.1 Maltreatment in Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children without a recurrence 93.3 91.6 913 90.8 Children maltreated while in foster care 0.14 0.32 0.52 0.40
Children with one or more recurrences 6.7 8.4 8.7 9.2 Children not maltreated while in foster care 99.86 99.68 99.48 99.60
Number 42,749 51,084 56,714 57,625 Number 49,176 43,917 45,534 46,909

3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care (AFCARS: Foster Care File)

3.1 Exits of Children from Foster Care (%) 3.2 Exits of Children with a Diagnosed Disability (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 10.3 8.8 11.1 12.9 Adoption 21.3 19.1 26.6 29.8
Guardianship 1.7 2.3 3.8 3.8 Guardianship 1.9 2.3 2.7 3.9
Reunification 78.1 80.8 77.6 73.3 Reunification 61.4 63.0 56.2 46.0
Other 9.9 8.0 7.3 8.7 Other 15.5 15.6 14.4 19.4
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.2 1.3 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.9
Number 15,510 17,061 17,340 21,585 Number 1,782 1,823 2,092 2,574

3.3 Exits of Children Older than Age 12 at Entry into

Foster Care (%) 3.4 Exits to Emancipation (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.6 1.0 1.0 1.4 Children age 12 or younger at entry 32.6 285 21.2 26.9
Guardianship 2.8 3.1 4.6 4.7 Children older than 12 at entry 67.3 715 78.8 731
Reunification 63.0 68.8 66.5 60.2 Missing data 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 335 271 27.6 323 Number 900 828 939 1,594
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.2 1.5
Number 2,386 2,742 3,347 4,092

3.5 Exits by Race/Ethnicity (%)

Alaska Native/Am. In. Asian Black (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 11.8 7.7 1.5 28.1 5.7 0.0 0.0 6.7 8.4 7.3 10.1 1.4
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 11.5 1.6 0.0 0.0 6.7 4.4 1.6 1.9 3.8 4.1
Reunification 82.4 69.2 73.1 65.6 88.6 94.6 90.0 77.8 79.2 82.0 77.7 72.1
Other 5.9 23.1 3.8 1.6 5.7 5.4 3.3 1.1 10.8 8.7 8.2 10.7
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 1.7
Number 17 26 26 64 35 37 30 45 6,469 6,946 6,917 8,282

Native Hawaiian/Other Pac. Is. Hispanic (of any race) White (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 0.0 0.0 7.7 17.4 12.2 11.7 13.8 10.0 9.0 1.5 13.2
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.9 3.9 3.3 3.3 1.8 25 3.8 3.9
Reunification 0.0 66.7 100.0 92.3 69.0 74.5 75.8 70.5 79.1 81.3 78.2 74.8
Other 0.0 333 0.0 0.0 12.6 9.4 9.1 11.2 9.0 7.2 6.3 7.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 <1 1.2 0.0 0.0 0.2 1.1
Number 0 3 2 13 1,182 1,505 1,463 1,770 7,376 7,951 8,459 10,866

Unable to Determine Two or more races Missing Data

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 9.6 5.8 8.3 16.4 24.5 17.7 23.9 24.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Guardianship 1.9 1.4 5.6 2.1 1.6 1.3 2.1 1.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Reunification 75.0 81.2 79.6 771 69.7 75.2 69.0 67.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 13.5 11.6 6.5 2.9 4.2 5.7 5.1 5.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 52 69 108 140 379 524 335 405 0 0 0 0
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4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

4.2 Children Re-entering

4.1 Time to Reunification (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 48.0 50.2 57.7 60.7 Children entering care for the first time 88.2 86.2 85.6 84.0
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 28.5 31.0 26.4 27.1 Children re-entering care within
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos.  10.4 9.4 9.2 6.7 12 mos. of a prior episode 7.6 53 6.9 8.2

t least but less than 4 ] 4.7 k K] 5 Children re-entering care more than
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos 39 3 8 12 mos. after a prior episode 4.2 2.2 2.3 5.1
48 or more mos. 7.7 5.2 3.3 24 —
Missing data 08 0.4 03 01 Missing data 0.0 6.2 5.2 2.7
Number 12,120 13,788 13,464 15,817 Number 18,765 18,673 20,800 20,549

5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

5.1 Time to Adoption (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 4.1 10.1 4.8 4.3
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 17.6 19.5 234 18.4
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 25.1 26.0 27.6 28.3
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos. 18.3 17.1 18.7 20.7
48 or more mos. 34.8 27.2 255 28.3
Missing data <.1 <. 0.0 0.0
Number 1,593 1,506 1,931 2,775

6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Foster Care File)

6.1 Number of Placements by Time in Care (%)

In Care at Least 12 Months
In Care less than 12 Months but less than 24 Months

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

In Care for 24 Months

or Longer
2000 2001

Missing Time in Care

2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Children with 2 or
fewer placements 82.9 86.4 84.4 83.4 759 78.9 75.5 69.9

59.1 60.9 53.6 47.0 76.2 53.8 41.4 771
Children with 3 or
more placements 79 8.1 11.6 13.9 18.6 18.0 24.2 29.9 36.8 37.4 46.2 52.9 2.4 1.3 0.9 0.7
Number 21,641 22,371 24,183 25,668 13,575 12,156 10,867 12,133 16,776 14,933 14,137 14,321 126 78 116 140

7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or Institutions

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

7.1 Most Recent Placement Settings of Children Who Entered
Care During the Fiscal Year and Were Age 12

or Younger at the Time of This Placement (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Group homes 0.9 1.4 1.7 1.8
Institutions 0.3 4.2 5.0 5.0
Other settings 75.0 90.5 93.2 931
Missing data 23.7 3.9 <.1 0.1
Number 13,744 14,790 16,511 16,353
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PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT

The following is a discussion of Florida’s performance on the national outcomes established for the Report
to Congress. The discussion focuses on the State’s performance in 2003 and on change in performance over
time. Change over time was determined by calculating the percent change in performance from 2000 to
2003. A percent change that was less than 5.0 in either direction (i.e., positive or negative) was considered
to represent “no change in performance.”

Outcome 1. Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect

In 2003, 9.2 percent of the children in Florida who were victims of maltreatment during the first 6 months
of the year experienced another maltreatment incident within a 6-month period (measure 1.1). This percent
not only exceeds the national median of 7.1 percent, but also represents a decline in performance on this
measure from 2000 to 2003 (+37.3 percent change).

The increase in the percent of victims experiencing a maltreatment recurrence within 6 months was matched
by an increase in Florida’s child victim rate from 2000 to 2003. The child victim rate in Florida increased
from 26.1 child victims per 1,000 children in the State population in 2000 to 35.3 child victims per 1,000
children in the population in 2003. Both rates exceed the national median of 10.6 children per 1,000
children in the population.

Outcome 2. Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care

In 2003, 0.40 percent of children in foster care in Florida were found to be victims of maltreatment by
foster parents or facility staff members (measure 2.1). This percent not only exceeds the national median
of 0.39 percent, but also represents a decline in performance on this measure from 2000 to 2003 (+185.7
percent change).

Outcome 3. Increase permanency for children in foster care

In 2003, 90.0 percent of children exiting foster care in Florida were discharged to a permanent home
(measure 3.1), which exceeds the national median of 86.3 percent. Also, 79.7 percent of the children
exiting foster care who had a diagnosed disability were discharged to a permanent home (measure 3.2),
which is about equal to the national median of 79.5 percent. In contrast, only 66.3 percent of the children
exiting foster care in 2003 who were older than age 12 when they entered foster care were discharged to a
permanent home (measure 3.3), which is less than the national median of 72.2 percent.

With regard to ensuring that children who are emancipated from foster care (either through legal action

or because they reach the age of majority) do not spend most of their formative years in foster care, 26.9
percent of the children reported in 2003 as emancipated from foster care (either through legal action or
because they reach the age of majority) entered foster care when they were age 12 or younger (measure 3.4).
This percent is slightly less than the national median of 29.6 percent but represents an improvement in
performance on the measure from 2000 to 2003 (-17.5 percent change).

The data regarding exits to emancipation suggest that a fairly large number of children are discharged from
foster care to emancipation prior to their 18th birthday. In 2003, for example, 820 of the children exiting
foster care were age 18 or older at the time of exit. However, 1,594 children were reported as exiting foster
care to emancipation.

There were slight differences in exits to permanency in 2003 as a function of children’s race or ethnicity
(measure 3.5). Black (non-Hispanic) children exiting foster care (87.6 percent) and Hispanic children
exiting foster care (87.6) were slightly less likely to be discharged to a permanent home than were White
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(non-Hispanic) children exiting foster care (91.9 percent). However, the percentage of Black (non-
Hispanic) children in foster care in 2003 (42.4 percent) was more than twice the percentage of these
children in the State’s child population (20.0 percent).

Outcome 4. Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry

In 2003, 60.7 percent of reunifications in Florida occurred within 12 months of a child’s entry into
foster care (measure 4.1). Although this is less than the national median of 72.0 percent, it represents
improved performance from 2000 to 2003 (+26.5 percent change). Also in 2003, although 5.2 percent
of reunifications occurred after the child had been in foster care for at least 36 months, which exceeds the
national median of 3.5 percent, performance on this measure also improved from 2000 to 2003 (-58.1
percent change).

With regard to re-entry into foster care, in 2003, 8.2 percent of children entering foster care in Florida
were re-entering within 12 months of a prior episode (measure 4.2). Although this percent is less than the
national median of 9.5 percent, it represents a decline in performance on the measure from 2000 to 2003.

Outcome 5. Reduce time in foster care to adoption

In 2003, 22.7 percent of all finalized adoptions in Florida occurred within 24 months of a child’s entry into
foster care, which is less than the national median of 23.9 percent (measure 5.1). There was no change in
performance on this measure from 2000 to 2003.

Outcome 6. Increase placement stability

In 2003, 83.4 percent of the children in foster care for less than 12 months experienced no more than two
placement settings, which is slightly less than the national median of 84.2 percent (measure 6.1). However,
69.9 percent of the children in foster care for at least 12 months, but less than 24 months, experienced no
more than two placement settings, which exceeds the national median for this measure of 59.1 percent.

Outcome 7. Reduce placements of young children in group homes and institutions

In 2003, 6.8 percent of the children entering foster care in Florida who were age 12 or younger were placed
in a group home or institution (measure 7.1). Although this percent is less than the national median of 8.3
percent, it represents a decline in performance on this measure from 2000 to 2003 (+21.4 percent change).
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Georgia [CONTEXT DATA]

A. Context Statistics

General Child Population

(Census Bureau) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Welfare Summary 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total children under 18 years 2,178,949 2,232,608 2,266,258 2,296,759 Child maltreatment victims? 30,806 36,744 41,206 43,923

Race/Ethnicity (%)’ Children in foster care on 9/30 11,204 13,175 13,149 13,578

Alaska Native/American Indian 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 Children adopted 1,091 1,001 1,135 1,091

Asian 2.0 2.1 2.1 2.1

Black (non-Hispanic) 341 33.8 333 331

Natzl)\;ﬁe'-r'i‘\;vgli"iac;r]l/slander 0.0 <1 <1 <1

Hispanic (of any race) 6.3 6.7 6.9 7.4

White (non-Hispanic) 55.5 55.6 56.0 55.6

Two or more races 1.7 1.6 15 15

% Child population in poverty  16.4 19.5 16.0 17.7

B. Child Maltreatment Data [National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS)]

Overview Maltreatment 2000 2001 2002 2003

Information Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate

Children subject of an investigated

report alleging child maltreatment 92,254 42.3 per 1,000 114,653 51.3 per 1,000 126,677 55.9 per 1,000 121,269 52.8 per 1,000

Total child maltreatment victims? 30,806 14.1 per 1,000 36,744 16.5 per 1,000 41,206 18.2 per 1,000 43,923 19.1 per 1,000

Child fatalities 45 2.1 per 100,000 48 2.2 per 100,000 51 2.2 per 100,000 49 2.1 per 100,000
Race/Ethnicity of

Age of Child Victims (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Victims (%)* 2000 2001 2002 2003

<1 year 7.2 10.0 10.3 10.4 Alaska Native/American Indian 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0

1-5 years 30.4 31.0 31.6 32.2 Asian 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.3

6-10 years 31.6 30.2 29.1 27.9 Black (non-Hispanic) 46.2 44.4 42.0 41.4

11-15 years 243 24.0 23.9 23.9 Native Hawaiian/

16+ years 6.0 46 48 24 other Pacific Islander N/A N/A N/A 0.0

Unknown 0.4 03 0.2 13 Hispanic (of any race) 33 33 3.8 5.9

Number 30,806 36,744 41,206 43,023 White (non-Hispanic) 46.9 48.4 50.3 49.6
Two or more races 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Unknown 33 3.4 35 2.7
Number 30,806 36,744 41,206 43,923

Maltreatment Types

of Child Victims (%)° 2000 2001 2002 2003

Emotional abuse 4.6 4.5 4.1 35

Medical neglect 49 43 4.0 45

Neglect 68.9 72.4 74.6 79.6

Physical abuse 12.3 11.1 9.6 9.9

Sexual abuse 75 6.0 55 5.0

Unknown/missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Other 8.1 9.1 11.3 4.3

Number 30,806 36,744 41,206 43,923

' Race/ethnicity data for 2001, 2002, and 2003 represent population estimates.

2 A child victim is defined as a child who is the subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment report.
3 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once.
4 Percentages may total more than 100 because Hispanics may be counted by Hispanic ethnicity and race.
5 Percentages may total more than 100 because children can be victims of more than one type of maltreatment.
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C. Characteristics of Children in Foster Care
[Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS): Foster Care File]

In Foster Care on 10/1 FY Entered Foster Care in FY Exited Foster Care in FY In Foster Care on 9/30 FY
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total Number 8,832 11,363 12,812 12,955 7,028 9,065 9,766 10568 4,657 7250 9,431 9946 11,204 13,175 13,149 13,578
Median length

of stay (months) 21.6 16.3 15.4 149 N/A N/A N/A N/A 7.7 6.2 8.1 7.7 15.2 15.6 151 13.8
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 59 6.6 6.1 6.4 18.1 16.3 16.3 16.0 6.8 7.2 6.6 7.2 7.0 6.0 6.3 6.2
1 year 6.2 73 7.8 7.6 6.9 75 7.4 7.4 6.7 7.7 7.6 71 7.4 7.5 7.4 7.7
2 years 59 5.8 6.9 7.0 59 6.3 6.2 6.8 73 7.4 71 7.6 5.8 6.8 70 73
3 years 5.5 5.4 5.8 6.4 53 6.1 6.1 59 6.7 6.4 6.7 7.2 53 5.7 6.4 6.2
4 years 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.3 5.1 5.6 5.2 5.5 4.9 6.4 5.9 6.1 5.0 4.9 5.2 5.8
5 years 5.4 5.0 4.7 4.7 4.9 4.9 5.1 5.0 5.7 5.4 5.5 5.5 5.0 4.6 4.8 4.7
6 years 55 5.1 5.1 4.5 5.4 5.2 4.8 4.7 6.1 5.4 53 4.9 5.1 5.0 4.5 4.5
7 years 6.2 4.8 4.8 4.8 4.9 4.8 4.8 5.1 6.3 5.6 5.0 5.1 4.8 4.7 4.8 4.4
8 years 6.1 5.4 4.7 4.1 45 49 4.4 4.0 5.6 53 5.1 45 5.3 4.6 4.1 45
9 years 5.8 5.5 5.0 4.7 5.0 4.4 4.7 45 5.8 5.1 4.6 45 5.6 5.0 47 40
10 years 5.5 5.3 5.2 5.1 4.7 4.5 4.5 4.3 5.1 5.0 4.4 4.5 5.2 5.1 5.0 4.5
11 years 6.1 5.4 5.1 5.2 4.7 4.8 4.7 4.5 5.0 5.0 4.8 4.6 5.4 5.0 5.1 5.1
12 years 5.8 5.7 5.3 5.2 4.7 5.0 4.6 5.0 4.6 5.1 4.6 4.6 5.8 5.2 5.2 5.3
13 years 6.1 55 5.7 5.5 52 49 4.6 53 43 45 43 4.6 5.7 5.6 55 57
14 years 6.5 5.9 5.7 6.1 52 49 5.4 5.2 5.2 5.4 4.7 4.7 6.0 5.6 60 59
15 years 7.1 6.3 5.9 6.2 52 4.6 5.4 5.3 5.5 43 5.7 5.1 6.3 5.8 60 63
16 years 4.8 5.8 5.8 6.0 3.6 4.1 4.7 4.1 5.4 5.0 5.0 4.9 59 5.7 5.7 6.0
17 years 0.7 3.3 4.3 4.6 0.5 1.0 1.1 1.4 3.1 3.3 4.3 5.1 3.3 4.4 4.6 4.5
18 years 0.0 0.8 1.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 <A 0.0 0.5 25 1.9 0.0 2.2 1.3 1.5
19 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 <. 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.7 06 00
20 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 <A1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 00 00
Missing data <A1 <A1 <A1 <A 0.2 <. <A1 <A 0.0 0.0 0.0 <1 <A1 <A1 00 <1

Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Alaska Native/
American Indian 0.2 <A <.1 <. 0.1 <1 <. <. 0.5 <A <A <. <. <. <1 <A1

Asian 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.1

Black (non-Hispanic) ~ 59.7 58.0 55.4 53.2 52.1 48.7 47.3 46.6 53.0 50.9 50.0 49.0 57.7 55.5 53.3 51.1

Native Hawaiian/
other Pacific

Islander 0.0 <.1 <1 <. <. <. <. <. 0.0 <.1 <. <1 <. <. <A1 <1
Hispanic (of any race) 2.4 3.1 3.4 3.5 43 4.7 4.6 5.8 3.7 4.6 4.5 5.3 3.0 34 35 4.0
White (non-Hispanic) 33.6 35.3 37.6 40.0 40.1 429 44.8 43.8 38.9 40.6 41.8 42.2 355 37.6 40.0 41.3
Two or more races 2.9 2.9 2.9 2.7 23 2.6 2.2 2.7 23 2.7 2.7 2.2 2.8 2.9 2.6 3.0
Unknown 1.0 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.7 1.3 0.8 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.3 0.4 0.4
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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D. Characteristics of Children “Waiting for E. Characteristics of Children Adopted

Adoption"”® (AFCARS: Foster Care File) (AFCARS: Adoption File)
Waiting for Adoption 2000 2001 2002 2003 Adoptions 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total waiting children 2,860 4,185 3,200 2,498 Total children adopted 1,091 1,001 1,135 1,091

Numbers of waiting children
whose parents’ rights

have been terminated 1,482 2,122 1,827 1,437
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 39 6.4 39 2.2 <1 year 0.8 0.2 1.1 0.8
1 year 7.1 9.5 8.3 53 1 year 6.2 7.2 6.5 7.3
2 years 59 8.4 9.5 9.0 2 years 9.5 12.3 12.0 13.0
3 years 6.2 7.0 7.6 8.5 3 years 8.7 9.1 10.1 11.8
4 years 59 6.3 5.8 59 4 years 7.1 9.3 8.0 8.2
5 years 6.4 6.4 5.6 5.8 5 years 7.0 7.4 7.8 8.6
6 years 6.3 6.4 5.7 53 6 years 9.7 5.6 7.0 55
7 years 6.7 55 59 54 7 years 8.2 9.5 6.9 6.3
8 years 7.7 5.8 5.0 54 8 years 7.7 79 8.0 5.6
9 years 75 6.6 5.1 52 9 years 8.1 7.0 6.0 58
10 years 6.7 6.2 6.0 4.7 10 years 6.9 6.1 5.8 6.0
11 years 6.0 5.8 6.4 6.5 11 years 5.4 4.9 6.0 4.9
12 years 6.8 4.6 5.7 6.8 12 years 5.2 4.2 4.1 3.7
13 years 53 5.1 5.2 6.3 13 years 23 3.8 2.7 4.0
14 years 4.1 3.8 5.6 54 14 years 2.6 2.2 2.7 3.0
15 years 3.7 29 4.1 5.7 15 years 1.7 1.2 25 1.9
16 years 2.2 1.6 23 34 16 years 1.8 1.4 1.7 22
17 years 1.4 1.0 1.7 2.2 17 years 0.6 0.5 0.9 1.1
18 years 0.0 05 0.3 1.0 18 years 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.2
19 years 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.0 19 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
20+ years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 20+ years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data — — — — Missing data — — — —
Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Alaska Native/American Indian <A 0.0 0.0 0.0 Alaska Native/American Indian 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Asian 0.3 0.1 0.1 <. Asian 0.2 0.8 <A1 <.1
Black (non-Hispanic) 60.3 54.7 54.3 53.8 Black (non-Hispanic) 55.6 49.6 50.1 51.0
Native Hawaiian/ Native Hawaiian/

other Pacific Islander 0.0 <. 0.1 0.2 other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Hispanic (of any race) 33 33 3.2 2.7 Hispanic (of any race) 2.1 5.4 5.4 4.7
White (non-Hispanic) 30.9 373 37.7 39.0 White (non-Hispanic) 359 349 37.2 36.9
Two or more races 4.3 4.1 4.1 3.9 Two or more races 4.1 75 6.4 5.8
Unknown 0.8 0.3 0.4 0.4 Unknown 2.0 1.9 0.8 1.6
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

© There is no Federal definition for a child waiting to be adopted. The definition used in the table above includes children who have a goal of adoption
and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. It excludes children 16 years old and older whose parental rights have been terminated and who have
a goal of emancipation. A State's own definition may differ from that used here. Furthermore, some numbers in this table may be lower than the numbers
reported in the prior Child Welfare Outcomes reports. Only children with terminations prior to the end of the fiscal year of interest are included in the
current table.
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Georgia

1. Reduce Recurrence of Child
Abuse and/or Neglect (NCANDS)

1.1 Recurrence of Maltreatment
Within 6 Months (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003

2. Reduce the Incidence of Child

Abuse and/or Neglect in Foster Care
(NCANDS and AFCARS: Foster Care File, Jan.-Sept.)

2.1 Maltreatment in Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003

Children without a recurrence — — — —

Children maltreated while in foster care — — — —

Children with one or more recurrences — — — —

Children not maltreated while in foster care — — — —

Number — — — —

Number — — — —

3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care (AFCARS: Foster Care File)

3.1 Exits of Children from Foster Care (%)

3.2 Exits of Children with a Diagnosed Disability (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 235 13.6 12.4 10.8 Adoption 42.0 22.4 22.7 18.5
Guardianship 25 1.9 2.1 1.9 Guardianship 23 2.0 2.2 1.6
Reunification 66.5 76.9 755 77.8 Reunification 43.2 62.0 57.2 62.1
Other 74 5.9 7.8 9.4 Other 12.4 8.1 131 179
Missing data <.1 1.7 2.2 <.1 Missing data 0.0 5.5 4.9 0.0
Number 4,657 7,250 9,431 9,946 Number 474 787 1,314 1,542
3.3 Exits of Children Older than Age 12 at Entry into
Foster Care (%) 3.4 Exits to Emancipation (%)
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 1.2 0.2 1.1 0.6 Children age 12 or younger at entry 28.6 411 45.0 40.5
Guardianship 2.3 2.3 2.0 2.5 Children older than 12 at entry 714 58.0 55.0 59.5
Reunification 76.4 81.6 76.0 743 Missing data 0.0 0.9 0.0 0.0
Other 19.9 13.8 17.4 22.6 Number 56 112 318 402
Missing data 0.2 2.0 3.4 0.0
Number 833 1,242 1,864 1,969
3.5 Exits by Race/Ethnicity (%)
Alaska Native/Am. In. Asian Black (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 57.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 353 18.2 3.0 6.5 243 13.2 12.9 11.0
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.1 0.0 34 2.1 2.8 2.4
Reunification 333 100.0 83.3 75.0 58.8 75.8 87.9 78.3 65.4 771 73.6 77.6
Other 9.5 0.0 16.7 25.0 5.9 3.0 0.0 15.2 6.9 5.4 8.3 9.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.0 3.0 0.0 <1 2.1 2.4 0.0
Number 21 5 6 8 17 33 33 46 2,469 3,691 4,712 4,872

Native Hawaiian/Other Pac. Is. Hispanic (of any race) White (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 17.9 14.8 11.9 10.2 22.2 13.0 11.4 10.3
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.2 0.6 0.0 1.3 15 1.8 1.5 1.6
Reunification 0.0 50.0 100.0 100.0 75.7 77.9 79.7 80.6 67.8 77.3 77.6 78.0
Other 0.0 50.0 0.0 0.0 5.2 5.2 6.5 7.9 8.3 6.8 7.6 10.1
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 15 1.9 0.0 0.2 1.2 1.8 <.1
Number 0 2 4 3 173 330 428 532 1,810 2,941 3,946 4,202

Unable to Determine Two or more races Missing Data

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 33.3 14.5 7.8 4.9 21.5 29.5 215 22.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Guardianship 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.8 1.0 2.8 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Reunification 55.0 78.2 86.3 83.6 69.2 64.2 64.5 71.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 6.7 7.3 5.9 1.5 6.5 3.6 6.4 5.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.6 4.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 60 55 51 61 107 193 251 222 0 0 0 0
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4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

4.2 Children Re-entering

4.1 Time to Reunification (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 75.9 75.4 73.1 735 Children entering care for the first time 87.6 87.7 85.9 86.0
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 14.4 16.7 17.4 17.0 Children re-entering care within
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 4.2 3.8 5.4 5.7 12 mos. of a prior episode 6.1 6.0 7.2 7.9

t least but less than 4 ] 22 14 17 17 Children re-entering care more than
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos 12 mos. after a prior episode 5.8 5.8 6.0 5.5
48 or more mos. 3.2 2.7 2.4 2.1 —

— Missing data 0.5 0.5 0.9 0.6
Missing data =1 =1 0.1 =1 Number 7.028 9,065 9,766 10,568
Number 3,097 5574 7117 7742 umbe ' ' ' '

5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

5.1 Time to Adoption (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 2.7 3.3 2.2 2.4
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 14.9 15.4 14.7 14.7
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 22.9 25.8 28.4 33.2
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos. 18.8 19.5 21.9 22.4
48 or more mos. 40.6 36.0 32.8 27.3
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 1,093 989 1,167 1,076

6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Foster Care File)

6.1 Number of Placements by Time in Care (%)

In Care less than 12 Months

In Care at Least 12 Months

In Care for 24 Months

but less than 24 Months or Longer Missing Time in Care
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children with 2 or
fewer placements 943 915 907 913 758 796 797 748 471 493 544 551 1000 929 909 929
Children with 3 or
more placements 5.7 8.5 9.3 8.7 242 204 203 252 529 507 456 449 0.0 7.1 9.1 7.1
Number 7,512 10,154 11,351 12,390 2,841 4,104 4,469 4,445 5496 6,156 6,703 6,632 11 14 55 56

7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or Institutions
(AFCARS Foster Care File)

7.1 Most Recent Placement Settings of Children Who Entered
Care During the Fiscal Year and Were Age 12

or Younger at the Time of This Placement (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Group homes 2.1 1.6 2.2 4.1
Institutions 3.0 1.6 19 2.2
Other settings 94.9 95.0 94.3 93.7
Missing data 0.0 1.8 1.5 0.0
Number 5,477 6,040 6,939 8,170
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Georgia [STATE COMMENT]

Steven E. Love, Acting Division Director
Division of Family and Children Service

Georgia Department of Human Resources

The following are Georgia’s comments on the State data presented in Child Welfare Outcomes 2003: Report
to Congress.

Georgia continues to rely on legacy computer systems in order to meet the federal reporting requirements. It
is our goal to provide consistent and accurate data. Georgia will continue to update and improve the legacy
data system in order to stay current with federal requirements to provide consistent and accurate data.

Georgia did not provide data that could be used to calculate outcome measures 1.1 and 2.1. Georgia does
not have a Statewide Automated Child Welfare Information System (SACWIS) that allows for tracking of
“unique” children receiving child protective services.
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Georgia [FEDERAL COMMENT]

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT

The following is a discussion of Georgia’s performance on the national outcomes established for the Report
to Congress. The discussion focuses on the State’s performance in 2003 and on change in performance over
time. Change over time was determined by calculating the percent change in performance from 2000 to
2003. A percent change that was less than 5.0 in either direction (i.e., positive or negative) was considered
to represent “no change in performance.”

Outcome 1. Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect

Georgia’s performance on outcome 1 cannot be assessed because the State does not provide data to the
National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS) for calculating this outcome. To ensure
consistency across States, the Report to Congress presents only data submitted through NCANDS.

However, Georgia provided data to NCANDS to calculate the number of child victims in the State. There
was a considerable increase in the rate of child victims in Georgia from 2000 (14.1 child victims per 1,000
in the population) to 2003 (19.1 child victims per 1,000 in the population).

Outcome 2. Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care

Georgia’s performance on outcome 2 cannot be assessed because the State does not provide data to
NCANDS for calculating this outcome. To ensure consistency across States, the Report to Congress
presents only data submitted through NCANDS.

Outcome 3. Increase permanency for children in foster care

In 2003, 90.5 percent of children exiting foster care in Georgia were discharged to a permanent home
(measure 3.1), which exceeds the national median of 86.3 percent. Also, 82.2 percent of children exiting
care who had a diagnosed disability were discharged to a permanent home (measure 3.2), which exceeds

the national median of 79.5 percent. Finally, 77.4 percent of the children exiting foster care who were
older than age 12 when they entered foster care (measure 3.3) were discharged to a permanent home, which
exceeds the national median of 72.2 percent.

With regard to ensuring that children who are emancipated from foster care (either through legal action or
because they reach the age of majority) do not spend most of their formative years in foster care, in 2003,
40.5 percent of the children reported as emancipated from foster care (either through legal action or because
they reach the age of majority) entered foster care when they were age 12 or younger (measure 3.4). This
exceeds the national median of 29.6 percent and is one of the highest percentages in the nation. Change in
performance on this measure over time cannot be appropriately assessed because of the large differences in
the numbers of children reported as exiting to emancipation.

In Georgia, many of the children who are reported as emancipated are discharged from foster care prior to
their 18th birthday. In 2003, for example, 219 of the children exiting foster care were age 18 or older at the
time of exit. However, 402 children were reported as exiting to emancipation.

There were no differences with regard to exits to permanency as a function of children’s race or ethnicity.
Black (non-Hispanic) children exiting foster care were as likely to be discharged to a permanent home (91.0
percent) as were Hispanic children (92.1 percent) or White children (89.9 percent). However, the percent
of Black children in the foster care population in 2003 (51.1 percent) exceeded the percent of Black children
in the State’s child population (33.1 percent).
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Outcome 4. Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry

In 2003, 73.5 percent of all reunifications occurred within 12 months of a child’s entry into foster care,
which is slightly higher than the national median of 72.0 percent (measure 4.1). Performance with regard
to this measure did not change from 2000 to 2003. Also in 2003, 3.8 percent of reunifications occurred
after the child had been in foster care for at least 36 months, which is about equal to the national median of
3.5 percent.

In 2003, 7.9 percent of the children entering foster care in Georgia were re-entering within 12 months of a
prior episode (measure 4.2). Although this is less than the national median of 9.5 percent, performance on
this measure declined from 2000 to 2003 (+29.5 percent change).

Outcome 5. Reduce time in foster care to adoption

In 2003, 17.6 percent of all finalized adoptions in Georgia occurred within 24 months of a child’s entry
into foster care, which is less than the national median of 23.9 percent (measure 5.1). Performance on this
measure did not change from 2000 to 2003.

Outcome 6. Increase placement stability

Georgia’s performance with regard to placement stability exceeded the national median. In 2003, 91.3
percent of the children in foster care in the State for less than 12 months experienced no more than two
placement settings, which exceeds the national median of 84.2 percent (measure 6.1). In addition, 74.8
percent of the children in foster care for at least 12 months, but less than 24 months, experienced no more
than two placement settings, which exceeds the national median of 59.1 percent.

Outcome 7. Reduce placements of young children in group homes and institutions

In 2003, 6.3 percent of the children entering foster care in Georgia who were age 12 or younger were placed
in a group home or institution (measure 7.1). Although this percent is less than the national median of 8.3
percent, performance on this measure declined from 2000 to 2003 (+23.5 percent change).
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A. Context Statistics

General Child Population

(Census Bureau) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Welfare Summary 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total children under 18 years 295,515 293,610 294,956 297,142 Child maltreatment victims? 3,533 3,982 3,744 4,046
Race/Ethnicity (%)’ Children in foster care on 9/30 2,401 2,584 2,762 2,967
Alaska Native/American Indian 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 Children adopted 280 260 366 318
Asian 40.9 333 32.2 325

Black (non-Hispanic) 1.8 2.1 2.1 23

Natzl)\;ﬁe'-r'i‘\;vgli"iac;r]l/slander 00 95 M1 108

Hispanic (of any race) 11.9 12.3 1.5 1.7

White (non-Hispanic) 15.0 17.6 159 16.0

Two or more races 29.9 25.0 27.0 26.5

% Child population in poverty  13.9 15.9 14.4 12.0

B. Child Maltreatment Data [National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS)]

Overview Maltreatment 2000 2001 2002 2003
Information Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate
Children subject of an investigated

report alleging child maltreatment 6,184 20.9 per 1,000 7,334 25.0 per 1,000 7,318 24.8 per 1,000 8,230 27.7 per 1,000
Total child maltreatment victims® 3,533 12.0 per 1,000 3,982 13.6 per 1,000 3,744 12.7 per 1,000 4,046 13.6 per 1,000
Child fatalities 3 1.0 per 100,000 3 1.0 per 100,000 7 2.4 per 100,000 6 2.0 per 100,000

Race/Ethnicity of

Age of Child Victims (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Victims (%)* 2000 2001 2002 2003

<1 year 13.6 14.4 14.6 13.6 Alaska Native/American Indian 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1

1-5 years 28.8 30.7 28.4 28.2 Asian 46.5 419 35.3 11.5

6-10 years 28.6 27.0 26.8 271 Black (non-Hispanic) 1.7 1.5 1.3 1.7

11-15 years 22.7 21.6 235 24.1 Native Hawaiian/

16+ years 5.9 6.0 6.3 6.5 other Pacific Islander N/A N/A N/A 19.8

Unknown 04 02 03 05 Hispanic (of any race) 2.0 1.9 1.6 1.5

Number 3.533 3,982 3,744 2,046 White (non-Hispanic) 10.8 9.0 10.9 9.5
Two or more races 221 309 34.1 26.2
Unknown 16.7 14.6 16.7 23.4
Number 3,533 3,982 3,744 4,046

Maltreatment Types

of Child Victims (%)°® 2000 2001 2002 2003

Emotional abuse 3.2 4.2 33 2.5

Medical neglect 1.6 1.8 2.2 1.6

Neglect 14.6 16.2 18.5 16.9

Physical abuse 13.7 13.6 12.7 11.9

Sexual abuse 7.0 7.0 6.6 5.7

Unknown/missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Other 84.3 86.5 87.1 88.2

Number 3,533 3,982 3,744 4,046

' Race/ethnicity data for 2001, 2002, and 2003 represent population estimates.

2 A child victim is defined as a child who is the subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment report.

3 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once.
4 Percentages may total more than 100 because Hispanics may be counted by Hispanic ethnicity and race.

5 Percentages may total more than 100 because children can be victims of more than one type of maltreatment.
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C. Characteristics of Children in Foster Care
[Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS): Foster Care File]

In Foster Care on 10/1 FY Entered Foster Care in FY Exited Foster Care in FY In Foster Care on 9/30 FY
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total Number 2,154 2,311 2509 2,666 1,929 2,193 2,350 2,409 1,682 1,920 2,097 2,108 2,401 2,584 2,762 2,967
Median length
of stay (months) 13.4 12.3 11.7 1.7 N/A N/A N/A N/A 8.5 7.7 7.0 7.1 12.2 11.4 1.4 12.2

Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 5.6 8.0 79 8.5 15.9 16.7 17.2 15.9 6.1 7.8 6.3 7.7 8.0 8.0 8.6 7.4
1 year 7.0 6.2 7.7 8.2 6.8 6.6 6.0 6.0 6.9 6.7 79 7.2 6.3 7.7 8.3 75
2 years 6.0 6.4 6.5 5.9 55 6.2 5.4 5.0 6.4 6.2 6.8 6.9 6.3 6.5 59 7.0
3 years 5.7 4.9 6.0 5.4 49 5.0 4.9 5.6 5.9 5.2 4.7 5.6 5.0 5.9 5.4 4.9
4 years 6.0 5.4 4.9 58 5.5 4.4 5.6 6.0 5.5 4.9 6.0 5.8 5.2 4.8 5.9 5.7
5 years 6.0 5.8 5.0 5.1 5.4 53 6.3 4.2 5.6 6.3 6.8 5.2 6.1 5.0 5.1 5.3
6 years 6.1 53 5.4 4.8 49 4.8 4.7 4.6 5.8 4.8 4.8 5.1 53 5.2 4.7 4.7
7 years 5.7 5.6 5.6 45 5.2 6.1 4.6 45 5.8 5.6 5.4 4.2 5.5 5.6 45 4.8
8 years 4.7 5.4 5.8 5.5 49 45 4.8 53 5.3 5.3 5.1 4.4 5.2 5.6 5.5 5.1
9 years 5.9 4.9 4.8 5.1 5.8 45 4.6 5.1 5.2 4.8 5.1 5.2 5.2 4.8 5.1 59
10 years 5.2 5.5 4.8 4.6 5.1 5.5 4.3 4.9 5.9 5.0 5.0 4.0 5.7 4.9 4.6 4.6
11 years 3.9 4.8 5.6 5.0 4.4 45 5.0 4.3 4.3 4.8 4.1 4.2 4.7 5.6 5.0 5.3
12 years 4.2 4.1 4.6 5.8 4.7 4.2 4.6 5.6 43 4.7 4.8 6.0 4.4 4.6 5.8 5.1
13 years 4.2 4.4 4.1 5.1 4.4 5.0 53 5.4 3.6 3.8 4.0 5.0 4.4 43 5.1 5.7
14 years 5.2 49 5.1 45 49 4.6 4.6 4.9 3.7 4.1 4.1 43 5.0 4.8 4.6 5.1
15 years 5.8 5.4 5.6 5.8 43 49 4.7 4.9 5.0 4.4 4.8 5.0 5.2 6.0 5.6 5.0
16 years 6.5 5.9 5.1 5.0 45 4.1 3.9 5.0 3.6 4.4 4.4 4.6 5.7 53 4.9 59
17 years 6.3 6.5 5.2 4.9 2.8 29 3.4 2.7 6.2 35 6.3 8.7 6.2 5.0 4.9 4.8
18 years 0.1 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.0 <. <1 <1 4.7 7.7 33 0.9 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3
19 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 <.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 <.1 0.1 <.1 0.0 0.0 <.1 <.1
20 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 <. 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data <. 0.0 0.0 0.0 <1 <. <. 0.0 0.1 0.1 <. 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Alaska Native/

American Indian 1.4 1.0 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.4 <1 0.2 1.0 0.7 <.1 0.4 1.1 0.7 0.6 0.4
Asian 211 21.7 19.8 16.3 231 17.8 13.8 13.2 231 20.5 17.8 15.5 21.3 19.3 16.2 14.3
Black (non-Hispanic) 2.3 2.4 1.9 1.5 2.4 1.9 1.7 1.4 23 2.6 2.1 2.0 2.4 1.9 1.6 1.1

Native Hawaiian/
other Pacific

Islander 50.3 41.5 34.8 31.2 326 27.6 259 26.0 41.4 34.1 29.0 28.1 42.3 35.2 31.6 29.2
Hispanic (of any race) 2.7 2.3 2.0 2.0 1.9 2.4 19 1.8 25 2.8 2.2 2.1 2.2 2.1 1.8 1.7
White (non-Hispanic)  12.7 11.2 10.7 9.6 11.2 12.5 1.7 10.3 13.4 13.3 13.2 11.2 11.1 10.7 9.7 9.0
Two or more races 7.3 16.4 26.8 34.7 21.5 32.6 35.7 34.6 10.8 20.8 27.9 32.4 16.2 26.9 335 36.3
Unknown 1.9 3.0 2.6 2.6 5.3 2.6 4.4 4.2 4.3 3.0 4.1 3.3 2.9 2.7 3.0 3.4
Missing data 0.2 0.5 0.7 1.6 1.3 2.1 4.9 8.3 1.2 2.2 3.6 5.1 0.5 0.6 2.0 4.5
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D. Characteristics of Children “Waiting for E. Characteristics of Children Adopted

Adoption"”® (AFCARS: Foster Care File) (AFCARS: Adoption File)
Waiting for Adoption 2000 2001 2002 2003 Adoptions 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total waiting children 693 731 709 772 Total children adopted 280 260 366 318

Numbers of waiting children
whose parents’ rights

have been terminated 633 680 661 703
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 3.0 2.6 2.7 2.1 <1 year 3.6 5.4 4.6 5.7
1 year 5.2 7.4 6.6 6.9 1 year 15.7 16.2 18.6 145
2 years 6.6 6.2 6.6 6.3 2 years 129 11.2 14.2 14.8
3 years 4.6 53 6.1 4.8 3 years 10.0 11.2 6.6 1.3
4 years 5.9 5.1 4.8 53 4 years 7.1 7.7 2.0 9.1
5 years 59 55 4.1 4.9 5 years 71 8.1 9.0 6.6
6 years 59 53 3.7 57 6 years 10.0 7.3 5.2 4.4
7 years 59 59 5.4 3.9 7 years 9.6 6.5 6.0 4.4
8 years 6.3 6.4 5.6 5.7 8 years 5.7 4.6 5.2 4.7
9 years 4.9 6.4 75 6.1 9 years 5.7 5.0 52 6.0
10 years 6.1 45 4.8 5.8 10 years 5.4 35 4.6 53
11 years 6.1 6.7 5.8 4.7 11 years 3.6 5.0 4.1 4.4
12 years 4.2 5.6 6.3 5.4 12 years 21 23 33 25
13 years 55 3.8 59 6.7 13 years 0.7 23 1.9 25
14 years 6.9 4.9 55 6.5 14 years 0.4 2.7 1.1 1.3
15 years 5.3 75 6.2 4.7 15 years 0.0 0.0 0.5 1.6
16 years 53 55 7.1 7.8 16 years 0.4 0.4 0.8 0.3
17 years 59 45 5.2 6.6 17 years 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.6
18 years 0.3 0.8 0.1 0.1 18 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
19 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 19 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
20+ years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 20+ years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data — — — — Missing data — — — —
Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Alaska Native/American Indian 1.9 0.8 1.3 1.3 Alaska Native/American Indian 1.1 3.1 0.3 0.0
Asian 18.9 19.0 20.5 155 Asian 18.2 21.2 213 239
Black (non-Hispanic) 3.2 3.4 2.1 1.9 Black (non-Hispanic) 2.1 1.9 2.2 1.6
Native Hawaiian/ Native Hawaiian/

other Pacific Islander 515 43.6 37.2 34.8 other Pacific Islander 59.6 45.0 30.1 27.7
Hispanic (of any race) 3.6 3.0 1.7 1.7 Hispanic (of any race) 1.4 3.1 2.2 0.6
White (non-Hispanic) 9.5 9.2 9.0 7.4 White (non-Hispanic) 13.2 9.2 6.8 4.7
Two or more races 9.4 18.6 26.1 35.4 Two or more races 39 15.8 33.1 39.6
Unknown 2.0 2.3 2.0 1.4 Unknown 0.4 0.8 3.8 0.9
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.5 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.9

© There is no Federal definition for a child waiting to be adopted. The definition used in the table above includes children who have a goal of adoption
and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. It excludes children 16 years old and older whose parental rights have been terminated and who have
a goal of emancipation. A State's own definition may differ from that used here. Furthermore, some numbers in this table may be lower than the numbers
reported in the prior Child Welfare Outcomes reports. Only children with terminations prior to the end of the fiscal year of interest are included in the
current table.
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1. Reduce Recurrence of Child
Abuse and/or Neglect (NCANDS)

1.1 Recurrence of Maltreatment

2. Reduce the Incidence of Child

Abuse and/or Neglect in Foster Care
(NCANDS and AFCARS: Foster Care File, Jan.-Sept.)

Within 6 Months (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2.1 Maltreatment in Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children without a recurrence 93.6 92.8 95.2 94.0 Children maltreated while in foster care 1.54 0.96 1.03 1.29
Children with one or more recurrences 6.4 7.2 4.8 6.0 Children not maltreated while in foster care ~ 98.46  99.04 98.97  98.71
Number 1,734 1,669 1,780 1,988 Number 3,701 4,050 4,386 4,590
3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care (AFCARS: Foster Care File)

3.1 Exits of Children from Foster Care (%) 3.2 Exits of Children with a Diagnosed Disability (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Adoption 17.9 14.6 18.5 16.7 Adoption 31.8 38.8 54.9 45.9
Guardianship 8.6 11.0 10.7 10.8 Guardianship 9.2 9.7 11.3 11.3
Reunification 60.6 64.4 61.0 62.5 Reunification 375 36.1 20.7 27.8
Other 11.8 9.7 8.9 8.3 Other 20.7 15.4 1.7 10.8
Missing data 1.1 0.3 0.9 1.8 Missing data 0.8 0.0 1.5 4.1
Number 1,682 1,920 2,097 2,108 Number 261 227 266 194
3.3 Exits of Children Older than Age 12 at Entry into

Foster Care (%) 3.4 Exits to Emancipation (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.5 0.2 0.6 1.4 Children age 12 or younger at entry 15.7 15.1 19.6 21.0
Guardianship 8.1 8.1 71 7.0 Children older than 12 at entry 843 84.9 80.4 79.0
Reunification 56.0 60.4 62.5 63.7 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 33.0 30.8 27.8 24.0 Number 121 139 138 119
Missing data 2.4 0.5 1.9 3.9
Number 382 442 464 487
3.5 Exits by Race/Ethnicity (%)
Alaska Native/Am. In. Asian Black (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 31.3 57.1 50.0 0.0 14.4 14.5 20.9 24.8 15.4 12.2 26.7 11.9
Guardianship 0.0 7.1 50.0 12.5 7.2 12.2 9.4 10.1 0.0 4.1 6.7 0.0
Reunification 50.0 28.6 0.0 62.5 62.7 63.7 56.1 54.3 71.8 69.4 51.1 78.6
Other 18.8 7.1 0.0 25.0 14.1 9.4 13.4 10.1 10.3 14.3 13.3 7.1
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.5 0.3 0.3 0.6 2.6 0.0 2.2 2.4
Number 16 14 2 8 389 394 374 326 39 49 45 42

Native Hawaiian/Other Pac. Is. Hispanic (of any race) White (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 221 18.3 18.6 15.7 9.5 17.0 239 4.4 18.7 11.7 10.1 10.6
Guardianship 11.0 14.7 15.1 14.4 4.8 245 8.7 111 6.7 8.2 8.7 11.0
Reunification 53.9 55.3 52.6 56.6 71.4 49.1 56.5 711 59.1 65.6 70.3 63.6
Other 12.3 11.5 12.0 11.3 14.3 9.4 8.7 11.1 13.8 13.7 10.1 8.9
Missing data 0.6 0.3 1.6 2.0 0.0 0.0 2.2 2.2 1.8 0.8 0.7 5.9
Number 697 655 608 592 42 53 46 45 225 256 276 236

Unable to Determine Two or more races Missing Data

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 2.7 5.3 17.4 7.2 17.1 11.8 219 20.2 5.0 0.0 1.3 1.9
Guardianship 9.6 8.8 4.7 14.5 7.7 5.5 10.4 8.9 5.0 9.5 1.3 5.6
Reunification 80.8 70.2 721 66.7 69.6 78.5 63.6 65.2 75.0 88.1 97.3 87.0
Other 4.1 15.8 3.5 10.1 5.0 4.0 3.8 4.7 10.0 2.4 0.0 4.6
Missing data 2.7 0.0 2.3 1.4 0.6 0.3 0.3 0.9 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.9
Number 73 57 86 69 181 400 585 682 20 42 75 108
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4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

4.2 Children Re-entering

4.1 Time to Reunification (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003

Less than 12 mos. 82.1 80.3 83.8 81.4 Children entering care for the first time 79.8 79.2 79.4 76.5

At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 13.5 16.1 13.4 15.0 Children re-entering care within

At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 3.9 3.2 1.7 3.0 .12 mos. of a prior episode 10.2 10.0 91 10.6
t least but less than 4 ] 2 > 7 ] Children re-entering care more than

At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos 0 0 0 0.3 12 mos. after a prior episode 9.4 10.1 10.3 11.8

48 or more mos. 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.2 —

Missing data 0.0 00 0.0 0.0 Missing data 0.6 0.7 1.2 1.0

Number 1,019 1,236 1,280 1,317 Number 1929 2,193 2350 2409

5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

5.1 Time to Adoption (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 6.3 13.6 8.3 9.4
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 36.9 38.2 39.3 39.9
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 35.9 27.9 34.4 36.8
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos. 10.3 12.9 11.9 10.0
48 or more mos. 10.6 7.5 6.2 4.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 301 280 387 351

6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Foster Care File)

6.1 Number of Placements by Time in Care (%)

In Care at Least 12 Months

In Care for 24 Month

s
In Care less than 12 Months but less than 24 Months or Longer Missing Time in Care
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children with 2 or
fewer placements 85.0 83.8 843 844 602 665 669  66.2 39.6 347 387 381 1000 100.0 85.7 100.0
Children with 3 or
more placements 12.9 14.9 13.3 12.7 39.5 33.0 32.8 33.0 60.2 65.2 61.0 61.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 2,144 2,477 2,652 2,699 896 1,028 1,152 1,259 1,042 998 1,048 1,104 1 1 7 13
7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or Institutions
(AFCARS Foster Care File)
7.1 Most Recent Placement Settings of Children Who Entered
Care During the Fiscal Year and Were Age 12
or Younger at the Time of This Placement (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Group homes 0.4 0.4 0.6 0.3
Institutions 1.5 0.8 1.8 1.0
Other settings 96.5 979 95.4 95.9
Missing data 1.6 0.9 2.2 2.7
Number 1,507 1,687 1,796 1,828
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PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT

The following is a discussion of Hawaii’s performance on the national outcomes established for the Report
to Congress. The discussion focuses on the State’s performance in 2003 and on change in performance over
time. Change over time was determined by calculating the percent change in performance from 2000 to
2003. A percent change that was less than 5.0 in either direction (i.e., positive or negative) was considered
to represent “no change in performance.”

Outcome 1. Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect

In 2003, 6.0 percent of the children in Hawaii who were victims of maltreatment during the first 6 months
of the year experienced another maltreatment incident within a 6-month period (measure 1.1). This is less
than the national median of 7.1 percent but represents an improvement in performance from 2000 to 2003
(-6.3 percent change).

Outcome 2. Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care

In 2003, 1.29 percent of the children in foster care were found to be maltreated by a foster parent or
facility staff member (measure 2.1). Although this percent exceeds the national median of 0.39 percent, it
represents an improvement in performance on the measure from 2000 (-16.2 percent change).

Outcome 3. Increase permanency for children in foster care

In 2003, 90.0 percent of children exiting foster care (measure 3.1) were discharged to a permanent home,
which exceeds the national median of 86.3 percent. Also, 85.0 percent of children exiting care who had

a diagnosed disability were discharged to a permanent home (measure 3.2), which exceeds the national
median of 79.5 percent. In comparison, 72.1 percent of the children exiting foster care who were older than
age 12 when they entered foster care (measure 3.3) were discharged to a permanent home, which is about
equal to the national median of 72.2 percent.

With regard to ensuring that children who are emancipated from foster care (either through legal action

or because they reach the age of majority) do not spend most of their formative years in foster care, 21.0
percent of the children reported as emancipated from foster care in 2003 entered foster care when they were
age 12 or younger (measure 3.4). Although this percentage is less than the national median of 29.6 percent,
it represents a decline in performance on the measure from 2000 to 2003 (+33.8 percent).

Many of the children who are reported as exits to emancipation also appear to be discharged from foster
care prior to their 18th birthday. In 2003, for example, 21 of the children exiting foster care were age 18 or
older at the time of exit. However, 119 children were reported as exiting to emancipation.

There was one substantive difference with regard to exits to permanency as a function of children’s race or
ethnicity (measure 3.5). (This was assessed only when a particular race or ethnicity accounted for at least
10 percent of the exits from foster care.) Children of Two or More Races exiting foster care were far more
likely to be discharged to a permanent home (94.3 percent) than were Asian children (89.2 percent), Native
Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander children (86.7 percent), or White (non-Hispanic) children (85.2 percent).
An additional finding is that the percent of Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander children in the foster care
population in 2003 (29.2 percent) was more than twice the percent of Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander
children in the State’s child population (10.8 percent).

Outcome 4. Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry
In 2003, 81.4 percent of all reunifications in Hawaii occurred within 12 months of a child’s entry into foster
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care (measure 4.1), which exceeds the national median of 72.0 percent. Performance with regard to this
measure did not change from 2000 to 2003. In addition, 0.5 percent of reunifications occurred after the
child had been in foster care for at least 36 months, which is less than the national median of 3.5 percent.

Although in 2003 Hawaii had a relatively high percentage of reunifications occurring within 12 months

of entry into foster care, it also had a relatively high percentage of children entering foster care who were
re-entering within 12 months of a prior episode. In 2003, 10.6 percent of the children entering foster

care in Hawaii were re-entering within 12 months of a prior episode (measure 4.2), which exceeds the
national median of 9.5 percent. In addition, 11.8 percent of the children entering foster care in 2003 were
re-entering care more than 12 months after a prior foster care episode. Consequently, 22.4 percent of all
children entering foster care in 2003 had been in foster care at a prior time.

Outcome 5. Reduce time in foster care to adoption

In 2003, 49.3 percent of all finalized adoptions in Hawaii occurred within 24 months of a child’s entry
into foster care (measure 5.1). This percent not only exceeds the national median of 23.9 percent, but also
represents an improvement in performance from 2000 to 2003 (+14.1 percent change).

Outcome 6. Increase placement stability

In 2003, 84.4 percent of the children in foster care in Hawaii for less than 12 months experienced no
more than two placement settings (measure 6.1), which is about equal to the national median of 84.2
percent. However, in 2003, 66.2 percent of the children in foster care for at least 12 months, but less than
24 months, experienced no more than two placement settings. This percent not only exceeds the national
median of 59.1 percent for this measure, but also represents an improvement in performance from 2000 to
2003 (+10.0 percent change).

Outcome 7. Reduce placements of young children in group homes and institutions

In 2003, 1.3 percent of the children entering foster care in Hawaii who were age 12 or younger were placed
in a group home or institution (measure 7.1). This percent is not only far less than the national median of
8.3 percent, but also represents improved performance from 2000 to 2003 (+31.6 percent change).
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A. Context Statistics

General Child Population

(Census Bureau) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Welfare Summary 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total children under 18 years 369,361 371,105 372,193 372,027 Child maltreatment victims? 3,171 3,557 1,947 1,527

Race/Ethnicity (%)’ Children in foster care on 9/30 1,015 1,114 1,246 1,401

Alaska Native/American Indian 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 Children adopted 140 132 118 138

Asian 0.8 0.9 0.8 0.8

Black (non-Hispanic) 0.4 0.6 0.5 0.5

Natzl)\;ﬁe'-r'i‘\;vgli"iac;r]l/slander 0.0 0.1 <1 <1

Hispanic (of any race) 11.6 12.0 11.9 12.2

White (non-Hispanic) 83.4 83.0 83.6 83.2

Two or more races 2.2 2.0 1.9 1.9

% Child population in poverty  18.8 15.9 15.0 13.8

B. Child Maltreatment Data [National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS)]

Overview Maltreatment 2000 2001 2002 2003

Information Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate

Children subject of an investigated

report alleging child maltreatment 14,158 38.3 per 1,000 9,959 26.8 per 1,000 9,412 25.3 per 1,000 9,458 25.4 per 1,000

Total child maltreatment victims? 3,171 8.6 per 1,000 3,557 9.6 per 1,000 1,947 5.2 per 1,000 1,527 4.1 per 1,000

Child fatalities 1 0.3 per 100,000 4 1.1 per 100,000 2 0.5 per 100,000 2 0.5 per 100,000
Race/Ethnicity of

Age of Child Victims (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Victims (%)* 2000 2001 2002 2003

<1 year 7.9 8.0 9.8 12.0 Alaska Native/American Indian 2.8 3.7 4.3 35

1-5 years 31.3 321 34.5 34.6 Asian 0.5 0.3 0.2 0.3

6-10 years 29.3 29.9 26.6 26.0 Black (non-Hispanic) 0.8 0.7 0.8 1.0

11-15 years 24.6 241 23.8 22.3 Native Hawaiian/

16+ years 57 59 53 5.1 other Pacific Islander N/A N/A N/A 0.2

Unknown 12 0.0 0.0 0.0 Hispanic (of any race) 9.0 10.4 14.7 13.0

Normber 3171 3.557 1947 1527 White (non-Hispanic) 81.9 74.6 747 77.1
Two or more races 0.0 0.1 0.6 1.2
Unknown 5.0 10.1 4.7 3.7
Number 3,171 3,657 1,947 1,527

Maltreatment Types

of Child Victims (%)° 2000 2001 2002 2003

Emotional abuse 1.4 33 0.8 0.5

Medical neglect 11.2 2.0 23 2.0

Neglect 46.4 61.9 67.4 70.1

Physical abuse 219 19.9 19.7 16.9

Sexual abuse 10.9 8.3 7.9 7.7

Unknown/missing data 7.6 0.0 0.0 0.0

Other 0.6 9.1 7.9 9.4

Number 3,171 3,557 1,947 1,527

' Race/ethnicity data for 2001, 2002,

and 2003 represent population estimates.

2 A child victim is defined as a child who is the subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment report.
3 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once.
4 Percentages may total more than 100 because Hispanics may be counted by Hispanic ethnicity and race.
5 Percentages may total more than 100 because children can be victims of more than one type of maltreatment.
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C. Characteristics of Children in Foster Care
[Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS): Foster Care File]

In Foster Care on 10/1 FY Entered Foster Care in FY Exited Foster Care in FY In Foster Care on 9/30 FY
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total Number 899 989 1,080 1,210 1,127 1,209 1,213 1,292 1,011 1,084 1,047 1,101 1,015 1,114 1,246 1,401
Median length

of stay (months) 13.4 11.4 11.2 12.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A 3.3 3.3 2.9 3.2 11.0 1.1 12.3 12.9
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 4.2 3.8 4.4 3.2 9.8 10.4 9.6 13.1 5.0 5.3 5.5 6.4 4.0 4.4 3.4 5.6
1 year 5.7 5.5 5.8 6.9 6.7 6.3 8.3 7.0 5.8 5.9 6.8 5.7 5.4 5.9 7.1 6.0
2 years 6.6 6.9 5.6 6.1 6.7 5.6 7.2 6.5 8.5 6.6 6.9 8.0 6.6 5.4 6.2 5.5
3 years 53 4.4 5.5 6.6 5.1 6.0 6.0 7.0 4.6 5.5 5.7 6.7 4.4 5.4 6.6 6.5
4 years 4.8 59 4.9 5.6 4.3 5.2 4.9 5.5 5.5 5.9 5.0 5.8 59 4.8 5.5 6.1
5 years 4.7 4.9 5.0 4.0 4.3 53 5.3 5.3 3.8 5.8 5.6 4.6 4.9 4.9 4.1 6.1
6 years 5.0 3.9 4.6 5.1 3.4 3.9 4.2 4.5 4.1 4.2 4.3 3.9 3.7 4.6 5.0 4.8
7 years 4.2 4.4 4.4 4.1 4.7 5.4 4.7 4.5 4.5 5.1 5.3 4.1 4.6 4.2 4.3 5.0
8 years 58 4.1 5.7 4.6 4.4 5.3 4.7 3.9 4.5 4.6 5.3 3.8 4.1 5.6 4.3 4.6
9 years 5.2 6.1 5.5 5.0 5.7 5.5 4.2 4.3 6.3 4.6 3.9 4.4 6.3 5.3 50 43
10 years 5.0 4.7 5.6 5.1 4.1 4.5 4.7 3.7 4.4 5.2 5.0 4.3 4.5 5.6 5.2 4.3
11 years 4.8 5.1 4.2 5.2 5.3 4.0 4.7 4.0 4.7 3.9 4.7 4.2 5.3 4.1 5.2 5.1
12 years 5.3 5.3 6.4 5.4 5.8 5.1 5.4 5.2 4.5 4.2 5.0 5.0 5.3 6.4 5.2 4.9
13 years 5.7 6.2 4.3 6.6 5.7 5.9 4.8 3.9 5.6 6.4 3.8 5.4 5.9 4.6 64 48
14 years 5.6 7.2 6.2 5.2 7.9 5.9 6.9 5.7 5.2 6.3 5.7 5.3 7.1 6.3 5.2 6.4
15 years 7.6 7.1 6.5 6.9 5.6 6.9 5.5 6.7 5.7 6.5 4.8 5.7 7.3 6.6 69 6.1
16 years 7.0 7.5 7.5 7.6 6.5 55 5.7 6.0 5.7 4.5 5.3 5.4 7.3 8.1 7.7 7.5
17 years 6.9 6.7 7.5 6.3 4.1 3.3 3.1 3.2 8.1 4.1 6.5 10.1 6.6 7.6 6.3 6.3
18 years 0.6 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.1 5.3 4.8 1.3 0.5 0.4 04 03
19 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 <A <.1 <.1 <1 0.0 0.0 00 00
20 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 00
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Alaska Native/

American Indian 9.7 9.4 9.2 10.0 5.7 5.2 4.8 4.4 5.6 6.3 5.2 4.4 9.3 79 8.3 93
Asian 0.2 0.2 0.0 <1 0.2 0.5 <.1 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.4 <.1 0.0
Black (non-Hispanic) 2.2 2.6 2.0 1.3 2.2 1.2 0.8 15 1.6 1.8 15 1.0 2.9 2.0 1.3 1.7

Native Hawaiian/
other Pacific
Islander 0.1 0.0 0.4 0.2 <. <. <. <. 0.0 0.0 0.2 <1 0.2 <. 0.2 0.2

Hispanic (of any race) 13.9 9.7 12.7 12.0 10.1 12.0 11.0 14.5 13.5 9.6 11.7 12.3 10.1 12.3 11.8 14.1

White (non-Hispanic)  72.6 78.1 75.4 74.8 76.7 80.6 81.2 77.0 723 81.6 80.5 80.3 77.4 77.4 76.7 725

Two or more races 0.2 0.0 0.4 1.4 0.0 0.0 0.9 1.1 <.1 0.0 0.0 0.6 <.1 0.0 1.2 1.7
Unknown 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 5.1 0.3 1.2 1.2 6.5 0.4 0.9 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.5
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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D. Characteristics of Children “Waiting for E. Characteristics of Children Adopted

Adoption"”® (AFCARS: Foster Care File) (AFCARS: Adoption File)
Waiting for Adoption 2000 2001 2002 2003 Adoptions 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total waiting children 185 229 258 255 Total children adopted 140 132 118 138

Numbers of waiting children
whose parents’ rights

have been terminated 184 228 258 192
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 0.5 0.0 1.9 0.8 <1 year 7.9 23 25 3.6
1 year 5.4 4.8 4.3 4.3 1 year 14.3 121 11.0 8.7
2 years 4.3 4.4 6.2 6.3 2 years 171 159 11.0 123
3 years 7.0 52 4.3 6.3 3 years 5.0 53 10.2 12.3
4 years 7.6 3.1 5.4 8.6 4 years 8.6 121 9.3 8.7
5 years 43 4.4 1.9 7.8 5 years 29 9.8 6.8 5.8
6 years 59 6.1 5.0 6.7 6 years 5.0 8.3 5.1 5.1
7 years 7.0 4.8 4.3 7.1 7 years 71 3.8 7.6 6.5
8 years 3.2 7.4 4.3 6.7 8 years 79 3.8 7.6 5.1
9 years 7.0 7.4 5.0 6.3 9 years 6.4 1.5 59 1.4
10 years 8.6 7.9 85 5.1 10 years 43 6.8 5.1 6.5
11 years 5.9 4.8 6.6 6.7 11 years 29 53 4.2 5.8
12 years 7.6 7.4 6.2 59 12 years 5.0 1.5 34 3.6
13 years 6.5 8.3 9.7 4.3 13 years 21 4.5 4.2 5.1
14 years 6.5 7.4 7.0 6.3 14 years 0.0 3.8 1.7 4.3
15 years 5.4 6.1 8.5 3.9 15 years 21 1.5 0.8 1.4
16 years 4.9 7.0 6.6 5.1 16 years 0.7 1.5 3.4 0.7
17 years 1.6 2.6 4.3 1.6 17 years 0.7 0.0 0.0 29
18 years 0.5 0.9 0.0 0.4 18 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
19 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 19 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
20+ years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 20+ years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data — — — — Missing data — — — —
Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Alaska Native/American Indian 14.6 9.2 9.3 13.3 Alaska Native/American Indian 4.3 13.6 25 8.0
Asian 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 Asian 1.4 0.8 1.7 2.2
Black (non-Hispanic) 59 1.7 1.6 0.4 Black (non-Hispanic) 2.9 8.3 14.4 2.2
Native Hawaiian/ Native Hawaiian/

other Pacific Islander 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.4 other Pacific Islander 3.6 3.0 0.8 0.0
Hispanic (of any race) 8.1 10.0 9.7 17.6 Hispanic (of any race) 23.6 12.1 13.6 7.2
White (non-Hispanic) 70.8 78.6 795 65.5 White (non-Hispanic) 60.7 62.1 66.9 80.4
Two or more races 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.7 Two or more races 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Unknown 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Unknown 3.6 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

© There is no Federal definition for a child waiting to be adopted. The definition used in the table above includes children who have a goal of adoption
and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. It excludes children 16 years old and older whose parental rights have been terminated and who have
a goal of emancipation. A State's own definition may differ from that used here. Furthermore, some numbers in this table may be lower than the numbers
reported in the prior Child Welfare Outcomes reports. Only children with terminations prior to the end of the fiscal year of interest are included in the
current table.
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1. Reduce Recurrence of Child 2. Reduce the Incidence of Child

Abuse and/or Neglect (NcANDS) Abuse and/or Neglect in Foster Care
(NCANDS and AFCARS: Foster Care File, Jan.-Sept.)
1.1 Recurrence of Maltreatment

Within 6 Months (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2.1 Maltreatment in Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children without a recurrence — 90.7 95.8 935 Children maltreated while in foster care — 0.36 0.30 0.13
Children with one or more recurrences — 9.3 4.2 6.5 Children not maltreated while in foster care — 99.64 99.70 99.87
Number — 1,747 990 633 Number — 1,941 2,030 2,316

3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care (AFCARS: Foster Care File)

3.1 Exits of Children from Foster Care (%) 3.2 Exits of Children with a Diagnosed Disability (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 9.8 10.1 8.8 11.0 Adoption 39.4 55.2 41.9 58.1
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.4 Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.8
Reunification 81.7 81.5 81.8 80.5 Reunification 57.6 31.0 41.9 31.0
Other 7.7 8.4 9.2 8.2 Other 3.0 13.8 16.3 10.1
Missing data 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 1,011 1,084 1,047 1,101 Number 66 58 86 129

3.3 Exits of Children Older than Age 12 at Entry into

Foster Care (%) 3.4 Exits to Emancipation (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.3 0.3 1.0 1.0 Children age 12 or younger at entry 205 10.3 15.5 19.7
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.3 Children older than 12 at entry 79.5 89.7 84.5 80.3
Reunification 78.9 77.9 733 77.0 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 201 21.8 253 21.7 Number 44 58 71 66
Missing data 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 298 317 288 304

3.5 Exits by Race/Ethnicity (%)

Alaska Native/Am. In. Asian Black (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 10.5 27.9 7.4 229 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.3 36.8 6.3 0.0
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 1.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Reunification 77.2 58.8 74.1 64.6 75.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 93.8 52.6 81.3 90.9
Other 12.3 13.2 16.7 125 25.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 10.5 125 9.1
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 57 68 54 48 4 4 0 4 16 19 16 11

Native Hawaiian/Other Pac. Is. Hispanic (of any race) White (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 21.3 7.7 10.6 6.7 8.6 8.6 8.8 11.4
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.3
Reunification 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 75.0 81.7 81.3 85.2 82.1 83.6 82.2 80.2
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 3.7 10.6 7.3 7.4 8.2 7.8 8.9 8.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.1 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 0 0 2 1 136 104 123 135 731 885 843 884

Unable to Determine Two or more races Missing Data

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Reunification 92.4 100.0 88.9 90.9 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 7.6 0.0 1.1 9.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 66 4 9 11 1 0 0 7 0 0 0 0
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4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

4.2 Children Re-entering

4.1 Time to Reunification (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003

Less than 12 mos. 81.5 88.9 83.5 84.5 Children entering care for the first time 81.3 83.9 83.6 81.0

At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 12.5 8.0 13.0 13.4 Children re-entering care within

At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 4.1 1.4 2.3 1.2 12 mos. of a prior episode 103 1.9 11.5 1.9
t least but less than 4 ] 12 ] ] ] Children re-entering care more than

At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos 0.5 08 0.3 12 mos. after a prior episode 6.7 3.1 4.9 7.0

48 or more mos. 0.6 0.8 0.1 0.2 —

Missing data 01 05 02 02 Missing data 1.7 1.1 0.0 <.1

Number 826 883 356 386 Number 1,127 1,209 1,213 1,292

5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption
(AFCARS Foster Care File)

5.1 Time to Adoption (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 0.0 0.0 6.5 1.7
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 18.2 33.6 239 19.8
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 31.3 29.1 26.1 44.6
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos. 18.2 21.8 26.1 21.5
48 or more mos. 32.3 15.5 17.4 12.4
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 29 110 92 121

6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Foster Care File)

6.1 Number of Placements by Time in Care (%)

In Care at Least 12 Months In Care for 24 Months

In Care less than 12 Months but less than 24 Months or Longer Missing Time in Care
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children with 2 or
fewer placements 823 811 849 855 496 493 488 532 55.6 395 334 358 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0
Children with 3 or
more placements 177 188  15.1 14.5 504 507 512  46.8 444 605 66.6  64.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 1,254 1,397 1,364 1,448 339 371 455 506 432 423 464 542 7 10 6
7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or Institutions
(AFCARS Foster Care File)
7.1 Most Recent Placement Settings of Children Who Entered
Care During the Fiscal Year and Were Age 12
or Younger at the Time of This Placement (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Group homes 4.2 4.4 6.3 33
Institutions 2.0 2.0 3.0 2.4
Other settings 93.7 93.7 90.6 94.3
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 783 870 886 952
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PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT

The following is a discussion of Idaho’s performance on the national outcomes established for the Report to
Congress. The discussion focuses on the State’s performance in 2003 and on change in performance over
time. Change over time was determined by calculating the percent change in performance from 2000 to
2003. A percent change that was less than 5.0 in either direction (i.e., positive or negative) was considered
to represent “no change in performance.”

Outcome 1. Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect

In 2003, 6.5 percent of the children in Idaho who were victims of maltreatment during the first 6 months
of the year experienced another substantiated or indicated maltreatment incident within a 6-month

period (measure 1.1). This is not only less than the national median of 7.1 percent, but also represents an
improvement in performance from 2001 (no data are available for 2000) to 2003 (-30.1 percent change).

The reduction in the percentage of children experiencing maltreatment recurrence from 2000 to 2003
coincides with a reduction in the child maltreatment victim rate over that time period. The child victims
rate declined from 8.6 children per 1,000 children in the population in 2000 to 4.1 children per 1,000
children in the population in 2003.

Outcome 2. Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care

In 2003, 0.13 percent of the children in foster care in Idaho were found to be maltreated by a foster parent
or facility staff member (measure 2.1). This percent is not only less than the national median of 0.39
percent, but also represents an improvement in performance from 2001 (data were not available for 2000)
to 2003 (-63.9 percent change).

Outcome 3. Increase permanency for children in foster care

In 2003, 91.9 percent of children in Idaho exiting foster care (measure 3.1) were discharged to a permanent
home, which exceeds the national median of 86.3 percent. Also, 89.9 percent of children exiting foster
care who had a diagnosed disability were discharged to a permanent home (measure 3.2), which exceeds the
national median of 79.5 percent. Furthermore, 78.3 percent of the children exiting foster care who were
older than age 12 when they entered foster care were discharged to a permanent home (measure 3.3), which
exceeds the national median of 72.2 percent.

In 2003, 19.7 percent of the children reported as emancipated from foster care (either through legal action
or because they reach the age of majority) entered foster care when they were age 12 or younger (measure
3.4). Although this percent is less than the national median of 29.6 percent, performance on this measure
declined from 2000 to 2003 (+33.8 percent).

Many of the children who are reported as exits to emancipation appear to be discharged from foster care
prior to their 18th birthday. In 2003, for example, only 15 of the children exiting foster care were age 18 or
older at the time of exit. However, 66 children were reported as exiting to emancipation.

There were no differences with regard to exits to permanency as a function of children’s race or ethnicity
(measure 3.5). (This was assessed only when a particular race or ethnicity accounted for at least 10 percent
of the exits from foster care.) White (non-Hispanic) children exiting foster care were as likely to be
discharged to a permanent home (91.9 percent) as were Hispanic children exiting foster care (92.6 percent).
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Outcome 4. Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry

In 2003, 84.5 percent of all reunifications occurred within 12 months of a child’s entry into foster care
(measure 4.1), which exceeds the national median of 72.0 percent. Performance with regard to this measure
did not change from 2000 to 2003. In addition, only 0.5 percent of reunifications occurred after the child
had been in foster care for at least 36 months, which is less than the national median of 3.5 percent.

In contrast, in 2003, 11.9 percent of the children entering foster care were re-entering within 12 months of
a prior episode (measure 4.2). This percent not only exceeds the national median of 9.5 percent, but also
represents a decline in performance from 2000 to 2003 (+15.5 percent change). In addition, 7.0 percent
of the children entering foster care were entering more than 12 months after a prior foster care episode.
Opverall, 18.9 percent of the children entering foster care in 2003 had been in foster care at a prior time.

Outcome 5. Reduce time in foster care to adoption

In 2003, 21.5 percent of all finalized adoptions occurred within 24 months of a child’s entry into foster care
(measure 5.1). Although this is less than the national median of 23.9 percent, it represents an improvement
in performance from 2000 to 2003 (+18.3 percent change).

Outcome 6. Increase placement stability

In 2003, 85.5 percent of the children in foster care for less than 12 months experienced no more than two
placement settings (measure 6.1), which is about equal to the national median of 84.2 percent. However,
in 2003, 53.2 percent of the children in foster care for at least 12 months, but less than 24 months,

experienced no more than two placement settings, which is less than the national median of 59.1 percent.

Outcome 7. Reduce placements of young children in group homes and institutions

In 2003, 5.7 percent of the children entering foster care in Idaho who were age 12 or younger were placed
in a group home or institution (measure 7.1). This percent not only is less than the national median of 8.3
percent, but also represents a performance improvement from 2000 to 2003 (-8.1 percent).
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A. Context Statistics

General Child Population

(Census Bureau) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Welfare Summary 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total children under 18 years 3,246,640 3,244,892 3,235,189 3,230,606 Child maltreatment victims? 31,447 27,557 28,160 28,344

Race/Ethnicity (%)’ Children in foster care on 9/30 29,565 28,202 24,344 21,608

Alaska Native/American Indian 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 Children adopted 5,664 4,106 3,634 2,701

Asian 3.0 3.2 3.2 3.3

Black (non-Hispanic) 18.5 18.4 17.8 17.7

Natzl)\;ﬁe'-r'i‘\;vgli"iac;r]l/slander 0.0 <1 <1 <1

Hispanic (of any race) 17.0 17.6 17.3 17.8

White (non-Hispanic) 59.2 58.9 59.9 59.3

Two or more races 2.0 1.7 1.6 1.7

% Child population in poverty  17.6 15.8 17.7 17.4

B. Child Maltreatment Data [National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS)]

Overview Maltreatment 2000 2001 2002 2003

Information Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate

Children subject of an investigated

report alleging child maltreatment 146,792 45.2 per 1,000 142,967 44.1 per 1,000 137,321 42.5 per 1,000 134,919 41.8 per 1,000

Total child maltreatment victims® 31,447 9.7 per 1,000 27,557 8.5 per 1,000 28,160 8.7 per 1,000 28,344 8.8 per 1,000

Child fatalities 76 2.3 per 100,000 79 2.4 per 100,000 70 2.2 per 100,000 61 1.9 per 100,000
Race/Ethnicity of

Age of Child Victims (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Victims (%)* 2000 2001 2002 2003

<1 year 13.7 13.9 13.8 134 Alaska Native/American Indian 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1

1-5 years 333 33.2 34.0 33.5 Asian 3.6 0.3 0.3 0.5

6-10 years 29.2 28.6 28.1 28.1 Black (non-Hispanic) 384 37.2 36.3 35.2

11-15 years 19.9 20.3 20.3 20.7 Native Hawaiian/

16+ years 38 39 38 39 other Pacific Islander N/A N/A N/A 0.0

Unknown 01 01 01 04 Hispanic (of any race) 9.4 10.0 9.3 10.3

Normber 31447 27557 28160 28,344 White (non-Hispanic) 48.0 48.4 51.0 52.1
Two or more races 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Unknown 0.5 4.1 3.1 1.9
Number 31,447 27,557 28,160 28,344

Maltreatment Types

of Child Victims (%)°® 2000 2001 2002 2003

Emotional abuse 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2

Medical neglect 3.4 3.1 35 3.4

Neglect 44.0 43.7 55.3 58.3

Physical abuse 12.7 12.8 355 34.8

Sexual abuse 10.1 10.0 16.2 19.2

Unknown/missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Other 43.7 43.5 6.2 0.0

Number 31,447 27,557 28,160 28,344

' Race/ethnicity data for 2001, 2002, and 2003 represent population estimates.

2 A child victim is defined as a child who is the subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment report.
3 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once.
4 Percentages may total more than 100 because Hispanics may be counted by Hispanic ethnicity and race.
5 Percentages may total more than 100 because children can be victims of more than one type of maltreatment.
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C. Characteristics of Children in Foster Care
[Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS): Foster Care File]

In Foster Care on 10/1 FY Entered Foster Care in FY Exited Foster Care in FY In Foster Care on 9/30 FY
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total Number 33,265 30,202 26,353 22,813 6,607 6,350 5973 5,794 10,308 8,350 7,986 7,002 29,565 28,202 24,344 21,608
Median length

of stay (months) 395 42.4 40.6 39.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A 45.5 40.4 38.4 35.1 38.3 411 40.0 36.2
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 3.7 33 3.8 4.1 223 234 239 23.0 2.0 2.8 2.8 3.2 35 3.6 39 4.1
1 year 5.2 5.1 4.9 5.8 7.0 7.7 8.2 7.5 3.3 43 4.6 5.8 5.2 4.8 55 55
2 years 5.6 5.5 5.5 5.2 5.8 6.3 6.5 6.6 5.6 6.0 7.0 6.4 5.6 5.4 5.1 6.0
3 years 5.6 5.0 53 5.1 5.2 59 5.7 55 7.9 8.0 7.7 6.6 5.1 5.2 5.0 5.0
4 years 5.3 4.8 4.5 4.8 4.3 5.0 5.5 5.3 7.0 6.5 6.7 6.3 4.7 4.4 4.8 4.6
5 years 5.5 4.6 4.5 4.1 4.9 5.1 4.7 4.5 6.6 5.5 5.0 6.0 4.6 4.5 4.1 4.4
6 years 5.5 4.9 4.2 4.3 4.1 4.5 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.1 4.9 5.4 5.0 4.2 4.3 3.7
7 years 53 5.0 4.6 4.1 4.4 4.3 4.1 43 6.4 6.0 5.2 4.6 4.8 4.6 4.1 4.1
8 years 5.5 4.9 4.4 4.2 3.6 4.4 4.2 4.3 6.1 5.7 5.4 5.0 4.8 4.5 4.2 4.0
9 years 5.2 5.0 4.6 4.1 4.0 4.2 3.8 4.2 5.8 5.5 5.5 4.8 4.8 4.6 4.1 3.9
10 years 4.6 5.0 4.4 4.2 3.3 4.1 4.0 4.1 5.3 5.5 4.6 4.4 4.8 4.5 4.2 4.1
11 years 4.5 4.5 4.7 4.3 4.1 4.1 4.0 3.8 4.7 4.6 4.4 3.8 4.3 4.8 4.3 4.0
12 years 4.2 4.7 4.5 4.6 4.0 4.1 4.0 4.6 3.7 3.6 4.0 4.0 4.5 4.6 4.7 4.4
13 years 4.2 4.7 4.7 4.6 4.1 4.0 4.2 4.5 3.2 35 35 3.7 4.5 4.9 4.7 4.9
14 years 4.5 4.8 5.0 5.0 4.5 4.1 3.9 4.1 2.5 2.7 3.2 3.2 4.6 5.1 50 49
15 years 4.9 5.2 5.2 5.4 4.2 4.0 3.9 3.8 2.3 2.8 2.6 2.8 5.2 5.2 54 53
16 years 5.3 5.7 5.8 5.7 4.0 3.1 2.7 3.2 2.2 2.4 2.6 2.6 5.8 5.6 5.6 5.9
17 years 5.6 5.7 6.1 6.2 2.6 1.3 15 1.7 2.2 2.0 2.2 2.1 59 59 6.0 59
18 years 4.6 5.0 5.2 5.7 19 0.3 0.3 0.3 5.6 5.0 4.7 4.6 5.2 5.1 5.6 5.7
19 years 3.2 3.9 4.4 4.5 1.0 <1 <.1 0.1 3.0 2.6 3.2 3.4 4.0 43 4.4 4.7
20 years 2.0 2.7 3.3 3.7 0.6 0.0 <. <. 3.2 4.9 7.7 8.3 3.0 3.6 40 40
Missing data 0.1 <.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 <. <.1 0.0 4.8 4.1 23 3.1 0.1 0.6 0.9 0.9

Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Alaska Native/
American Indian 0.1 0.1 0.1 <. 0.1 0.2 <. 0.2 <1 0.1 0.2 <. 0.1 0.1 <A1 0.1

Asian 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1

Black (non-Hispanic) ~ 75.6 74.3 72.4 69.6 58.4 55.1 53.4 53.6 71.0 66.8 66.1 62.4 73.4 72.2 69.7 67.7

Native Hawaiian/
other Pacific

Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Hispanic (of any race) 5.3 5.1 5.3 5.6 5.9 6.5 6.8 55 5.9 5.9 5.8 5.4 5.1 5.2 5.5 5.6
White (non-Hispanic) 17.4 18.7 20.3 22.4 32.3 351 36.1 38.1 20.8 25.0 25.7 29.2 19.5 20.5 225 24.4
Two or more races 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Unknown 1.5 1.6 1.8 2.1 3.1 29 3.4 2.4 2.0 2.1 2.1 2.7 1.7 1.8 2.1 2.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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D. Characteristics of Children “Waiting for E. Characteristics of Children Adopted

Adoption"”® (AFCARS: Foster Care File) (AFCARS: Adoption File)
Waiting for Adoption 2000 2001 2002 2003 Adoptions 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total waiting children 10,727 8,963 6,225 3,811 Total children adopted 5,664 4,106 3,634 2,701

Numbers of waiting children
whose parents’ rights

have been terminated 5,246 4,378 3,578 3,199
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 4.2 43 29 0.9 <1 year 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.4
1 year 7.3 6.8 6.2 35 1 year 31 4.0 4.2 6.2
2 years 8.6 8.4 7.1 6.2 2 years 7.0 7.4 10.0 9.5
3 years 7.9 8.3 7.7 6.1 3 years 11.0 1.9 1.7 9.9
4 years 71 6.5 7.3 6.3 4 years 9.6 9.0 9.1 10.0
5 years 6.6 6.5 6.2 6.3 5 years 9.0 7.8 7.0 8.9
6 years 75 6.1 6.2 5.4 6 years 8.7 8.0 6.4 7.4
7 years 7.5 6.8 59 59 7 years 85 8.1 7.3 6.3
8 years 7.4 6.6 6.2 55 8 years 8.4 8.2 6.8 6.7
9 years 7.3 6.9 6.2 6.2 9 years 7.8 7.2 7.7 6.3
10 years 6.8 6.3 6.5 6.5 10 years 7.1 7.2 6.3 6.6
11 years 5.7 6.6 6.5 6.7 11 years 5.7 6.0 6.1 55
12 years 5.2 5.8 7.0 71 12 years 4.6 4.8 4.8 5.4
13 years 3.9 4.9 6.1 8.0 13 years 3.6 3.7 4.6 4.1
14 years 3.2 4.0 5.3 75 14 years 2.2 25 29 3.0
15 years 2.7 35 4.6 7.4 15 years 1.6 1.8 2.0 1.9
16 years 0.6 0.7 1.1 25 16 years 0.9 1.2 1.3 0.8
17 years 0.4 0.3 05 1.2 17 years 0.5 0.7 0.7 0.6
18 years 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.4 18 years 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.2
19 years <A <A 0.2 0.2 19 years <A <A1 0.1 <.
20+ years <A1 <.1 <A1 0.2 20+ years <1 0.0 <. 0.1
Missing data — — — — Missing data — — — —
Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Alaska Native/American Indian 0.2 0.1 <A <. Alaska Native/American Indian <. 0.2 0.2 0.0
Asian <A1 0.1 0.1 0.2 Asian 0.1 <1 0.1 0.1
Black (non-Hispanic) 741 719 69.9 69.7 Black (non-Hispanic) 76.9 771 723 68.4
Native Hawaiian/ Native Hawaiian/

other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Hispanic (of any race) 4.4 4.3 3.8 35 Hispanic (of any race) 4.8 4.6 53 4.3
White (non-Hispanic) 19.4 21.7 23.8 24.6 White (non-Hispanic) 16.0 16.5 20.4 24.0
Two or more races 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Two or more races 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Unknown 1.8 1.9 2.4 2.0 Unknown 2.1 1.5 1.6 3.1
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

© There is no Federal definition for a child waiting to be adopted. The definition used in the table above includes children who have a goal of adoption
and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. It excludes children 16 years old and older whose parental rights have been terminated and who have
a goal of emancipation. A State's own definition may differ from that used here. Furthermore, some numbers in this table may be lower than the numbers
reported in the prior Child Welfare Outcomes reports. Only children with terminations prior to the end of the fiscal year of interest are included in the
current table.
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1. Reduce Recurrence of Child 2. Reduce the Incidence of Child
Abuse and/or Neglect (NCANDS) Abuse and/or Neglect in Foster Care
(NCANDS and AFCARS: Foster Care File, Jan.-Sept.)
1.1 Recurrence of Maltreatment
Within 6 Months (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2.1 Maltreatment in Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children without a recurrence 90.3 89.9 925 92,5 Children maltreated while in foster care 0.72 0.57 0.64 0.53
Children with one or more recurrences 9.7 10.1 7.5 7.5 Children not maltreated while in foster care ~ 99.28  99.43  99.36  99.47
Number 15,391 13,074 13,232 13,172 Number 37,173 34,542 30,348 27,093
3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care (AFCARS: Foster Care File)
3.1 Exits of Children from Foster Care (%) 3.2 Exits of Children with a Diagnosed Disability (%)
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 54.4 46.6 42.8 37.8 Adoption 43.2 38.2 417 38.0
Guardianship <. <.1 <. 0.3 Guardianship 0.0 <1 0.1 0.4
Reunification 28.8 34.7 371 41.5 Reunification 234 28.1 26.2 27.8
Other 14.5 14.5 16.3 18.3 Other 26.8 24.6 269 31.7
Missing data 2.3 4.1 3.8 2.1 Missing data 6.6 9.1 5.0 2.2
Number 10,308 8,350 7,986 7,002 Number 1,633 1,617 1,998 2,070
3.3 Exits of Children Older than Age 12 at Entry into
Foster Care (%) 3.4 Exits to Emancipation (%)
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 2.8 2.6 2.6 3.0 Children age 12 or younger at entry 38.1 53.7 61.0 65.1
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.3 Children older than 12 at entry 61.1 46.3 38.9 349
Reunification 31.9 42.2 43.2 47.4 Missing data 0.8 0.0 0.2 0.0
Other 57.4 46.4 47.2 453 Number 1,350 1,131 1,250 1,238
Missing data 7.9 8.8 6.8 4.1
Number 1,552 1,170 1,057 981
3.5 Exits by Race/Ethnicity (%)
Alaska Native/Am. In. Asian Black (non-Hispanic)
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 55.6 100.0 57.1 0.0 30.0 71 33.3 21.4 60.1 55.0 47.7 41.8
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 <A <.1 0.2
Reunification 222 0.0 28.6 40.0 55.0 71.4 50.0 429 235 25.9 29.4 33.9
Other 22.2 0.0 14.3 60.0 10.0 21.4 16.7 28.6 14.2 15.7 19.0 22.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 5.0 0.0 0.0 7.1 2.2 3.2 3.8 2.1
Number 9 10 14 5 20 14 12 14 7,315 5,576 5,279 4,368
Native Hawaiian/Other Pac. Is. Hispanic (of any race) White (non-Hispanic)
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 41.9 37.0 39.8 31.0 38.4 27.3 31.3 30.2
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.1 <.1 0.0 0.0 0.5
Reunification 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 43.6 46.6 47.3 52.0 42.1 54.0 53.6 54.9
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 11.7 12.1 103 14.9 16.6 12.4 11.3 12.2
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.8 43 26 1.1 29 6.3 3.9 2.2
Number (0] (0] (0] (0] 613 489 467 377 2,149 2,084 2,050 2,046
Unable to Determine Two or more races Missing Data
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 58.9 34.5 34.1 43.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Reunification 31.7 52.0 51.2 50.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 9.4 6.8 10.4 5.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data 0.0 6.8 4.3 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 202 177 164 192 0 0 0 (V] 0 (0] (0] 0
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4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry
(AFCARS Foster Care File)

4.2 Children Re-entering

4.1 Time to Reunification (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 40.2 51.7 52.3 58.5 Children entering care for the first time 73.2 81.5 83.7 81.5
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 17.4 17.3 19.3 16.5 Children re-entering care within
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 119 12.4 103 9.2 12 mos. of a prior episode 14.3 8.8 8.2 9.1

t least but less than 4 ] 2 ] > ] Children re-entering care more than
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos 2 2.0 2 22 12 mos. after a prior episode 7.8 9.4 7.8 9.0
48 or more mos. 17.2 11.9 1.7 9.0 —
Missing data 4.1 1.7 1.2 13 Missing data 4.6 03 0.2 0.4
Number 2,970 2,901 2,965 2,904 Number 6607 6350 5973 5,794

5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption
(AFCARS Foster Care File)

5.1 Time to Adoption (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 1.0 1.5 2.2 2.3
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 7.3 7.4 8.5 11.9
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 14.1 17.8 19.2 18.3
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos. 21.8 19.1 19.9 18.3
48 or more mos. 55.3 54.2 50.2 49.3
Missing data 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 5,606 3,891 3,415 2,646

6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Foster Care File)

6.1 Number of Placements by Time in Care (%)

In Care at Least 12 Months In Care for 24 Months
In Care less than 12 Months but less than 24 Months or Longer Missing Time in Care

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Children with 2 or

fewer placements 80.2 81.0 80.8 82.6 63.3 63.8 64.0 63.7 36.7 33.4 31.3 29.9 78.1 100.0 93.0 93.2
Children with 3 or
more placements 18.0 19.0 19.2 17.3 36.3 36.2 36.0 36.3 63.2 66.6 68.7 70.1 0.7 0.0 7.0 6.8

Number 6,733 6,778 6,436 6,231 5674 4,751 4,834 4,349 27,169 24,966 20,999 17,955 297 57 57 73

7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or Institutions
(AFCARS Foster Care File)

7.1 Most Recent Placement Settings of Children Who Entered
Care During the Fiscal Year and Were Age 12

or Younger at the Time of This Placement (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Group homes 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2
Institutions 4.2 2.3 2.0 1.8
Other settings 95.6 97.4 97.7 98.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 4,936 5,149 4,882 4,680
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Bryan Samuels, Director
Illinois Department of Children and Family Services

The following are Illinois comments on the State data presented in Child Welfare Outcomes 2003: Report
to Congress.

Section B (Maltreatment Type of Child Victims): In the Maltreatment section, the reason the
percentage of physical and sexual abuse increased over time while the percentage of “other” decreased was
because, prior to 2003, Illinois counted risk of physical and sexual abuse under “other.” Per instructions
from NCANDS, those are now counted in physical or sexual abuse.

Section C (Children in Foster Care): There are several issues to be addressed in this section. In 2004,
Ilinois rewrote and resubmitted AFCARS data back to 2000. Prior to the rewrite, guardianships and

children on run at the end of the reporting period were being counted improperly but were being properly
counted at the beginning of the next period. Illinois” corrected submissions were not utilized in this report.

Outcome measure 3.1 (Exits from Foster Care): Because Illinois was not counting guardianships
properly, they were falling into the category of “Other.” For each year depicted in this report, approximately
13 percent of all exits were to guardianship. Less than 5 percent of exits were in “Other.”

Outcome measure 5.1 (Time to Adoption): It is noted that Illinois was below the national average
on adoptions achieved within 24 months. Illinois completed 2,700 adoptions in 2003 and about 16,000
for the four years in this report. Many of the children were longer-term cases able to achieve adoption even
though it took over 24 months. As part of our efforts to improve performance in this measure, Illinois is
actively working with the county courts to achieve more expeditious terminations of parental rights.

Outcome measure 3.4 (Exits to Emancipation): It is noted that an increasingly large percentage

of exits to emancipation involve children younger than 12 when entering care. This is factual. The Illinois
ward population has decreased substantially in recent years as more children move to permanency, but those
legacy cases remaining often have been in the system for over four years. Illinois has begun a new program
called Lifetime Approach that addresses both the needs of children who will achieve timely permanency and
those older youth who must be prepared for an independent life.
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PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT

The following is a discussion of Illinois performance on the national outcomes established for the Report to
Congress. The discussion focuses on the State’s performance in 2003 and on change in performance over
time. Change over time was determined by calculating the percent change in performance from 2000 to
2003. A percent change that was less than 5.0 in either direction (i.e., positive or negative) was considered
to represent “no change in performance.”

Outcome 1. Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect

In 2003, 7.5 percent of the children in Illinois who were victims of maltreatment during the first 6 months
of the year experienced another substantiated or indicated maltreatment incident within a 6-month period

(measure 1.1). This is about equal to the national median of 7.1 percent and represents an improvement in
performance from 2000 to 2003 (-22.7 percent change).

Outcome 2. Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care

In 2003, 0.53 percent of the children in foster care were found to be maltreated by a foster parent or
facility staff member (measure 2.1). Although this percent exceeds the national median of 0.39 percent, it
represents an improvement in performance from 2000 to 2003 (-26.4 percent change).

Outcome 3. Increase permanency for children in foster care

In 2003, 79.6 percent of children exiting foster care (measure 3.1) in Illinois were discharged to a
permanent home, which is lower than the national median of 86.3 percent. Also, 66.2 percent of children
exiting foster care who had a diagnosed disability were discharged to a permanent home (measure 3.2),
which is lower than the national median of 79.5 percent. Furthermore, only 50.7 percent of the children
exiting foster care who were older than age 12 when they entered foster care (measure 3.3) were discharged
to a permanent home, which is considerably lower than the national median of 72.2 percent.

In 2003, 65.1 percent of the children reported as emancipated from foster care (either through legal action
or because they reach the age of majority) entered foster care when they were age 12 or younger (measure
3.4). This percent not only exceeds the national median of 29.6 percent, but also represents a decline in
performance from 2000 to 2003 (+70.9 percent change).

There were differences in Illinois with regard to exits to permanency as a function of children’s race (measure
3.5). (This was assessed only when a particular race or ethnicity accounted for at least 10 percent of the exits
from foster care.) White (non-Hispanic) children exiting foster care were more likely to be discharged to a
permanent home (85.6 percent) than were Black (non-Hispanic) children exiting foster care (75.9 percent).
In addition, the percentage of Black (non-Hispanic) children in the foster care population in 2003 (67.7
percent) far exceeded the percent of these children in the State’s population (17.7 percent).

Outcome 4. Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry

In 2003, only 58.5 percent of all reunifications occurred within 12 months of a child’s entry into foster care
(measure 4.1). Although this percent is less than the national median of 72.0 percent, performance on this
measure improved from 2000 to 2003 (+45.5 percent change). Also in 2003, 14.5 percent of reunifications
occurred after the child had been in foster care for at least 36 months, which is higher than the national
median of 3.5 percent and among the highest in the nation. However, performance on this measure also
improved from 2000 to 2003 (-45.1 percent change).
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With regard to re-entry into foster care, in 2003, 9.1 percent of the children entering foster care in Illinois
were re-entering within 12 months of a prior episode (measure 4.2). This percent is about equal to the
national median of 9.5 percent, and represents a performance improvement from 2000 to 2003 (-36.4
percent change). Also in 2003, 9.0 percent of the children entering foster care were re-entering more than
12 months after a prior foster care episode. Overall, 18.1 percent of all children entering foster care in 2003
had been in foster care at a prior time, compared to 2000, when 22.1 percent of the children entering foster
care had been in foster care at a prior time.

Outcome 5. Reduce time in foster care to adoption

In 2003, only 14.2 percent of all finalized adoptions occurred within 24 months of a child’s entry into foster
care (measure 5.1). Although this is less than the national median of 23.9 percent, it represents a substantial
improvement in performance from 2000 to 2003 (+71.1 percent change).

Outcome 6. Increase placement stability

In 2003, 82.6 percent of the children in foster care in Illinois for less than 12 months had two or fewer
placement settings during their time in foster care (measure 6.1). This percent is slightly less than the
national median of 84.2 percent. However, 63.7 percent of the children in foster care for at least 12
months, but less than 24 months, had two or fewer placement settings during their time in foster care,
which exceeds the national median of 59.1 percent.

Outcome 7. Reduce placements of young children in group homes and institutions

In 2003, 2.0 percent of the children entering foster care in Illinois who were age 12 or younger were placed
in a group home or institution (measure 7.1). This percent not only is less than the national median of 8.3
percent, but also represents a performance improvement from 2000 to 2003 (-55.6 percent change).
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A. Context Statistics

General Child Population

(Census Bureau) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Welfare Summary 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total children under 18 years 1,576,395 1,590,648 1,598,134 1,603,901 Child maltreatment victims? 21,890 21,128 20,416 21,205
Race/Ethnicity (%)’ Children in foster care on 9/30 7,482 8,383 8,640 8,899
Alaska Native/American Indian 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 Children adopted 1,160 901 923 761
Asian 0.9 1.0 0.9 1.0

Black (non-Hispanic) 10.3 10.5 10.1 10.1

Natzl)\;ﬁe'-r'i‘\;vgli"iac;r]l/slander 0.0 <1 <1 <1

Hispanic (of any race) 4.8 5.0 4.9 5.1

White (non-Hispanic) 81.6 81.4 82.0 81.7

Two or more races 1.9 1.9 1.8 1.9

% Child population in poverty  10.5 11.3 10.5 13.7

B. Child Maltreatment Data [National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS)]

Overview Maltreatment 2000 2001 2002 2003

Information Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate

Children subject of an investigated

report alleging child maltreatment 23,369 14.8 per 1,000 53,503 33.6 per 1,000 50,163 31.4 per 1,000 52,195 32.5 per 1,000

Total child maltreatment victims® 21,890 13.9 per 1,000 21,128 13.3 per 1,000 20,416 12.8 per 1,000 21,205 13.2 per 1,000

Child fatalities 44 2.8 per 100,000 46 2.9 per 100,000 58 3.6 per 100,000 49 3.1 per 100,000
Race/Ethnicity of

Age of Child Victims (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Victims (%)* 2000 2001 2002 2003

<1 year 8.1 9.0 9.4 8.7 Alaska Native/American Indian 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1

1-5 years 27.3 29.1 30.4 304 Asian 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.2

6-10 years 29.0 28.6 28.0 28.1 Black (non-Hispanic) 17.9 16.4 17.6 16.0

11-15 years 27.2 28.0 26.9 275 Native Hawaiian/

16+ years 46 51 52 52 other Pacific Islander N/A N/A N/A 0.1

Unknown 38 01 01 0.2 Hispanic (of any race) 4.2 45 4.3 4.8

Number 21,890 21128 20,416 21,205 White (non-Hispanic) 74.6 75.5 739 751
Two or more races 1.6 2.1 3.0 3.0
Unknown 1.3 0.8 0.7 0.7
Number 21,890 21,128 20,416 21,205

Maltreatment Types

of Child Victims (%)°® 2000 2001 2002 2003

Emotional abuse 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Medical neglect 3.6 3.2 2.8 29

Neglect 66.2 64.9 66.6 66.9

Physical abuse 18.1 18.2 17.8 17.6

Sexual abuse 19.2 20.5 20.6 20.3

Unknown/missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Number 21,890 21,128 20,416 21,205

' Race/ethnicity data for 2001, 2002, and 2003 represent population estimates.

2 A child victim is defined as a child who is the subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment report.

3 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once.
4 Percentages may total more than 100 because Hispanics may be counted by Hispanic ethnicity and race.

5 Percentages may total more than 100 because children can be victims of more than one type of maltreatment.
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C. Characteristics of Children in Foster Care
[Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS): Foster Care File]

In Foster Care on 10/1 FY Entered Foster Care in FY Exited Foster Care in FY In Foster Care on 9/30 FY
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total Number 7,084 7,723 7,385 7,622 5576 5399 5844 6,179 5197 4,750 4,590 4,902 7,482 8,383 8,640 8,899
Median length

of stay (months) 17.9 16.6 15.1 13.0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 10.2 11.2 10.9 9.7 12.7 13.9 12.1 12.2
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 43 4.2 5.6 5.8 13.3 14.8 15.2 15.1 5.2 4.7 4.8 4.6 5.0 5.5 6.1 6.5
1 year 55 5.7 6.2 75 6.3 6.8 7.1 6.8 52 5.6 6.7 6.8 5.8 6.0 7.4 71
2 years 5.2 5.8 6.0 6.0 5.8 6.2 6.7 6.8 6.7 6.9 7.4 7.2 5.7 6.0 6.0 6.8
3 years 4.6 5.3 4.7 5.9 53 5.2 5.7 5.8 5.3 71 545 6.8 5.0 4.8 5.8 6.1
4 years 5.3 4.5 4.8 4.5 4.2 5.3 5.2 5.2 5.4 5.4 5.7 5.7 4.2 4.8 4.6 52
5 years 4.9 4.8 4.2 45 4.7 4.4 5.0 5.1 4.7 53 53 49 4.7 4.2 4.7 4.7
6 years 4.8 4.8 4.1 45 49 4.2 4.7 53 5.4 4.9 5.0 5.1 4.7 4.2 43 4.8
7 years 4.9 4.6 45 4.1 4.6 4.1 4.1 4.2 53 5.2 4.2 4.6 45 4.4 4.0 4.4
8 years 5.3 5.1 45 4.4 5.0 4.1 4.8 45 4.6 4.0 4.9 4.2 5.0 4.4 43 43
9 years 5.0 5.0 4.8 4.7 5.1 4.2 4.1 4.1 5.4 45 43 49 4.9 4.6 45 4.0
10 years 5.0 5.0 5.1 4.6 5.0 4.6 4.4 4.3 4.9 4.7 4.7 4.1 4.9 4.8 4.5 45
11 years 4.7 5.3 5.0 4.9 4.4 3.8 3.9 4.0 4.2 4.4 4.1 45 5.1 5.0 4.8 43
12 years 5.2 5.6 5.5 53 5.4 5.1 4.9 45 4.1 45 4.9 4.6 53 5.2 5.1 4.8
13 years 59 5.8 5.6 5.4 5.8 5.7 5.3 52 52 4.9 4.8 4.4 5.8 5.7 55 5.1
14 years 6.7 6.5 6.8 6.0 6.6 6.0 5.3 5.7 5.5 53 5.0 53 6.7 6.5 5.9 6.0
15 years 6.8 7.2 6.9 6.5 6.3 6.8 5.7 5.4 6.0 6.1 53 5.0 7.2 7.0 6.6 6.1
16 years 6.8 6.4 7.0 7.0 4.6 5.4 5.2 4.8 5.3 45 53 5.1 6.5 7.2 71 6.4
17 years 6.1 5.4 6.1 6.0 25 29 2.7 2.9 5.1 5.1 55 5.9 5.7 6.2 5.9 5.9
18 years 23 21 2.0 2.1 <A 0.1 0.0 <A1 4.8 5.0 5.3 5.0 2.5 2.3 2.4 2.3
19 years 0.5 0.6 0.5 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.2 13 1.1 1.1 0.6 0.7 0.5 0.5
20 years <A1 0.1 0.1 <. 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1
Missing data <A1 <A1 <A1 <A <. 0.2 <A1 <A <A <A1 <A1 <1 <A1 0.1 <A <.1

Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Alaska Native/
American Indian 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.1 <1 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2

Asian <.1 <.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 <.1 0.2 0.1 <.1

Black (non-Hispanic) 42.9 41.1 38.1 35.9 31.3 30.5 30.1 27.9 334 345 32.3 28.8 40.7 38.0 35.8 34.3

Native Hawaiian/
other Pacific

Islander <.1 <.1 <.1 0.0 <.1 <.1 <.1 0.1 <.1 0.0 <.1 <.1 <.1 <.1 <.1 <.1
Hispanic (of any race) 3.8 4.1 4.7 5.2 45 5.7 5.2 6.4 4.2 4.8 4.8 6.2 4.0 4.8 5.0 5.5
White (non-Hispanic) 51.6 52.8 53.9 54.6 61.2 59.3 59.9 61.1 60.1 58.4 59.5 61.0 53.0 53.7 55.0 55.6
Two or more races 1.1 1.4 2.5 3.7 2.2 3.4 43 3.8 1.7 1.7 2.8 33 1.5 2.6 3.6 4.0
Unknown 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.5 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.3
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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D. Characteristics of Children “Waiting for E. Characteristics of Children Adopted

Adoption"”® (AFCARS: Foster Care File) (AFCARS: Adoption File)
Waiting for Adoption 2000 2001 2002 2003 Adoptions 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total waiting children 1,959 2,392 2,364 2,417 Total children adopted 1,160 901 923 761

Numbers of waiting children
whose parents’ rights

have been terminated 966 1,126 1,060 1,089
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 1.9 1.6 1.2 2.0 <1 year 0.6 1.1 0.5 0.8
1 year 5.6 55 8.2 7.2 1 year 4.0 5.7 4.9 54
2 years 7.2 6.6 7.1 9.0 2 years 8.6 9.4 105 12.0
3 years 6.2 6.1 6.9 75 3 years 8.6 9.9 8.5 9.7
4 years 5.1 5.8 55 7.0 4 years 8.6 7.9 8.5 7.2
5 years 6.0 55 5.2 5.8 5 years 8.7 79 7.8 54
6 years 6.6 5.7 5.4 6.1 6 years 8.4 8.4 7.3 7.0
7 years 6.1 6.4 53 55 7 years 8.1 8.2 7.4 5.8
8 years 6.3 6.2 5.6 52 8 years 7.8 7.0 6.1 5.4
9 years 7.0 6.9 6.0 5.0 9 years 6.8 6.0 59 59
10 years 5.7 6.7 6.2 6.3 10 years 6.9 59 6.7 6.3
11 years 7.2 6.1 6.6 5.4 11 years 5.2 4.4 5.2 6.6
12 years 6.5 71 6.2 6.3 12 years 45 53 5.4 6.0
13 years 7.2 6.0 6.2 6.0 13 years 3.6 52 4.3 4.9
14 years 5.6 7.0 6.1 54 14 years 34 2.8 3.7 4.3
15 years 5.0 55 6.7 4.8 15 years 2.4 1.7 29 29
16 years 3.1 33 3.0 33 16 years 2.0 2.0 29 25
17 years 1.2 1.5 1.9 1.7 17 years 1.4 1.1 1.5 1.6
18 years 0.4 0.3 0.8 0.5 18 years 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.4
19 years 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.2 19 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
20+ years 0.0 <.1 <A1 0.0 20+ years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data — — — — Missing data — — — —
Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Alaska Native/American Indian 0.3 0.1 0.3 0.5 Alaska Native/American Indian 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0
Asian 0.0 <A <A 0.0 Asian 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.0
Black (non-Hispanic) 47.7 45.7 413 40.0 Black (non-Hispanic) 43.1 49.8 433 435
Native Hawaiian/ Native Hawaiian/

other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Hispanic (of any race) 3.1 2.8 4.2 5.0 Hispanic (of any race) 2.4 3.8 1.6 4.7
White (non-Hispanic) 47.3 48.7 50.4 49.4 White (non-Hispanic) 52.7 44.6 52.7 49.4
Two or more races 1.4 2.3 3.4 4.9 Two or more races 1.3 13 2.3 2.0
Unknown 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.2 Unknown 0.3 0.1 0.0 0.4
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

© There is no Federal definition for a child waiting to be adopted. The definition used in the table above includes children who have a goal of adoption
and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. It excludes children 16 years old and older whose parental rights have been terminated and who have
a goal of emancipation. A State's own definition may differ from that used here. Furthermore, some numbers in this table may be lower than the numbers
reported in the prior Child Welfare Outcomes reports. Only children with terminations prior to the end of the fiscal year of interest are included in the
current table.
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1. Reduce Recurrence of Child
Abuse and/or Neglect (NCANDS)

1.1 Recurrence of Maltreatment

2. Reduce the Incidence of Child

Abuse and/or Neglect in Foster Care
(NCANDS and AFCARS: Foster Care File, Jan.-Sept.)

Within 6 Months (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2.1 Maltreatment in Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children without a recurrence 91.8 92.9 931 93.0 Children maltreated while in foster care 0.44 0.56 0.73 0.41
Children with one or more recurrences 8.2 7.1 6.9 7.0 Children not maltreated while in foster care 99.56 99.44 99.27 99.59

Number 10,096 10,056 10,123 9,485

Number

3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care (AFCARS: Foster Care File)

3.1 Exits of Children from Foster Care (%)

3.2 Exits of Children with a Diagnosed Disability (%)

11,468 12,029 12,076 12,784

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 20.8 23.5 24.6 18.1 Adoption 33.9 39.9 375 253
Guardianship 6.1 5.9 7.1 8.2 Guardianship 4.7 1.8 4.0 5.8
Reunification 62.0 59.6 57.8 62.1 Reunification 45.0 40.5 42.7 48.8
Other 7.6 7.2 7.3 6.6 Other 13.7 14.7 12.4 143
Missing data 3.5 3.8 3.2 4.9 Missing data 2.6 3.0 3.4 5.8
Number 5,197 4,750 4,590 4,902 Number 380 333 323 447
3.3 Exits of Children Older than Age 12 at Entry into
Foster Care (%) 3.4 Exits to Emancipation (%)
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 2.0 1.9 3.2 2.1 Children age 12 or younger at entry 37.4 39.2 31.5 30.7
Guardianship 3.6 4.7 5.0 7.4 Children older than 12 at entry 61.9 60.8 67.7 68.5
Reunification 70.3 70.3 65.0 62.3 Missing data 0.7 0.0 0.8 0.8
Other 19.6 18.5 20.3 18.3 Number 294 260 257 254
Missing data 4.4 4.6 6.4 10.0
Number 1,243 1,133 1,055 1,194
3.5 Exits by Race/Ethnicity (%)
Alaska Native/Am. In. Asian Black (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 27.3 8.3 0.0 20.0 28.6 0.0 0.0 59 27.4 34.0 35.2 273
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 14.3 0.0 0.0 5.9 7.0 5.6 7.5 7.2
Reunification 72.7 83.3 71.4 60.0 57.1 100.0 81.8 82.4 55.1 51.3 459 55.2
Other 0.0 0.0 28.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 9.1 0.0 7.3 6.1 8.2 71
Missing data 0.0 8.3 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 9.1 59 33 3.1 3.1 3.2
Number 1" 12 7 5 7 6 11 17 1,736 1,637 1,481 1,412

Native Hawaiian/Other Pac. Is. Hispanic (of any race) White (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 12.3 20.1 10.8 14.2 17.8 17.8 20.2 145
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.1 6.6 10.8 4.3 5.8 6.1 6.8 9.1
Reunification 50.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 77.2 64.6 67.1 69.6 64.4 63.6 62.8 64.0
Other 50.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 4.6 4.8 8.6 5.6 8.2 8.2 6.9 6.8
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.8 3.9 2.7 6.3 3.8 4.3 3.3 5.6
Number 4 0 1 2 219 229 222 303 3,123 2,776 2,731 2,988

Unable to Determine Two or more races Missing Data

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 125 0.0 14.3 20.0 19.5 22.7 14.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.3 4.9 4.7 9.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Reunification 100.0 87.5 88.9 71.4 73.3 70.7 68.0 68.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 0.0 0.0 111 0.0 1.1 4.9 1.6 25 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 14.3 2.2 0.0 3.1 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 7 8 9 14 20 82 128 161 0 0 0 0
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4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

4.2 Children Re-entering

4.1 Time to Reunification (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 76.9 75.7 77.8 76.4 Children entering care for the first time 80.0 79.0 79.6 80.6
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 15.0 15.1 15.1 17.0 Children re-entering care within
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 3.3 4.9 4.2 4.1 12 mos. of a prior episode 124 124 116 9.1

t least but less than 4 ] 1. 21 12 12 Children re-entering care more than
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos 8 12 mos. after a prior episode 6.7 8.0 8.1 9.1
48 or more mos. 2.4 1.9 1.7 1.3 —
Missing data 06 04 <1 0.0 Missing data 0.9 0.6 0.8 1.2
Number 3,224 2,833 2,653 3,043 Number 3576 5399 5844 6179

5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

5.1 Time to Adoption (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 3.3 4.6 4.6 2.2
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 20.2 20.7 22.8 23.3
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 25.2 32.1 33.2 33.6
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos. 15.6 15.9 14.3 18.9
48 or more mos. 35.7 26.7 25.2 219
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 1,080 1,115 1,128 889

6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Foster Care File)

6.1 Number of Placements by Time in Care (%)

In Care less than 12 Months

In Care at Least 12 Months

In Care for 24 Months

but less than 24 Months or Longer Missing Time in Care
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children with 2 or
fewer placements 863 859 862  86.9 62.6 648 609 631 419 411 388 359 90.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Children with 3 or
more placements 135 140 136  13.0 374 352 391 369 58.1 589 612  64.1 10.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 6,438 6,245 6,696 7,202 2,174 2,606 2,661 2,968 4,038 4,263 3,844 3,607 10 8 28 24

7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or Institutions
(AFCARS Foster Care File)

7.1 Most Recent Placement Settings of Children Who Entered
Care During the Fiscal Year and Were Age 12
or Younger at the Time of This Placement (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003
Group homes 3.4 1.4 1.1 1.2
Institutions 4.9 5.7 5.9 6.7
Other settings 91.5 92.6 92.9 921
Missing data 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.0
Number 3,804 3,875 4,358 4,625
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PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT

The following is a discussion of Indiana’s performance on the national outcomes established for the Report
to Congress. The discussion focuses on the State’s performance in 2003 and on change in performance over
time. Change over time was determined by calculating the percent change in performance from 2000 to
2003. A percent change that was less than 5.0 in either direction (i.e., positive or negative) was considered
to represent “no change in performance.”

Outcome 1. Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect

In 2003, 7.0 percent of the children in Indiana who were victims of maltreatment during the first 6 months
of the year experienced another maltreatment incident within a 6-month period (measure 1.1). This percent
is about equal to the national median of 7.1 percent and represents a performance improvement from 2000
to 2003 (-14.6 percent change).

In 2003, the rate of child maltreatment victims was 13.2 child victims per 1,000 children in the State
population, which is higher than the national median of 10.6 child victims per 1,000 children in the
population. This rate did not change substantially from 2000 to 2003.

Outcome 2. Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care

In 2003, 0.41 percent of the children in foster care were found to be maltreated by a foster parent or
facility staff member (measure 2.1). Although this percent exceeds the national median of 0.39 percent, it
represents an improvement in performance from 2000 to 2003 (-6.8 percent change).

Outcome 3. Increase permanency for children in foster care

In 2003, 88.4 percent of children exiting foster care in Indiana (measure 3.1) were discharged to a
permanent home, which is slightly higher than the national median of 86.3 percent. Also, 79.9 percent of
children exiting foster care who had a diagnosed disability were discharged to a permanent home (measure
3.2), which is about equal to the national median of 79.5 percent. Furthermore, 71.8 percent of the
children exiting foster care who were older than age 12 when they entered foster care (measure 3.3) were
discharged to a permanent home, which is about equal to the national median of 72.2 percent.

In 2003, 30.7 percent of the children reported as emancipated from foster care (either through legal
action or because they reach the age of majority) entered foster care when they were age 12 or younger
(measure 3.4). Although this percent exceeds the national median of 29.6 percent, it represents improved
performance on this measure from 2000 to 2003 (-17.9 percent change). Also in 2003, there were 314
children in Indiana who were 18 years of age or older when they exited foster care, but only 254 children
were reported as emancipated from foster care.

There were no substantive differences with regard to exits to permanency as a function of children’s race
(measure 3.5). (This was assessed only when a particular race or ethnicity accounted for at least 10 percent of
the exits from foster care.) White (non-Hispanic) children exiting foster care were as likely to be discharged

to a permanent home (87.6 percent) as were Black (non-Hispanic) children exiting foster care (89.7 percent).
However, the percentage of Black (non-Hispanic) children in foster care in 2003 (34.3 percent) was more than
three times the percentage of these children in the State’s child population (10.1 percent).
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Outcome 4. Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry

In 2003, 76.4 percent of all reunifications occurred within 12 months of a child’s entry into foster care
(measure 4.1), which exceeds the national median of 72.0 percent. Performance with regard to this measure
did not change from 2000 to 2003. In addition, 2.5 percent of reunifications occurred after the child had
been in foster care for at least 36 months, which is less than the national median of 3.5 percent.

Also in 2003, 9.1 percent of the children entering foster care were re-entering within 12 months of a prior
episode (measure 4.2). Although this is about equal to the national median of 9.5 percent, it represents an
improvement in performance from 2000 to 2003 (-26.6 percent change). In comparison, 9.1 percent of the
children entering foster care in 2003 were entering more than 12 months after a prior foster care episode,
which represents a decline in performance from 2000 to 2003 (+35.8 percent change). Overall, 18.2
percent of the children entering foster care in 2003 had been in foster care at a prior time.

Outcome 5. Reduce time in foster care to adoption

Indiana’s performance on measure 5.1 is difficult to interpret because in 2003, 889 children were reported
to the Federal Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) foster care database
as having achieved a finalized adoption, while only 761 children were reported to the AFCARS adoption
database as having achieved a finalized adoption. Therefore the actual number of children with a finalized
adoption is not clear. The reasons for this discrepancy are not known.

Outcome 6. Increase placement stability

In 2003, 86.9 percent of the children in foster care in Indiana for less than 12 months experienced no more
than two placement settings, which is slightly higher than the national median of 84.2 percent (measure

6.1). Also in 2003, 63.1 percent of the children in foster care for at least 12 months but less than 24 months
experienced no more than two placement settings, which is higher than the national median of 59.1 percent.

Outcome 7. Reduce placements of young children in group homes and institutions

In 2003, 7.9 percent of the children entering foster care when they were age 12 or younger were placed in a
group home or institution (measure 7.1), which is less than the national median of 8.3 percent. There was
no substantive change in performance on this measure from 2000 to 2003.
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A. Context Statistics

General Child Population

(Census Bureau) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Welfare Summary 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total children under 18 years 729,771 710,988 702,882 693,428 Child maltreatment victims? 10,822 12,792 12,202 13,303
Race/Ethnicity (%)’ Children in foster care on 9/30 5,068 5,202 5,238 5,011
Alaska Native/American Indian 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 Children adopted 729 661 886 1,130
Asian 1.4 1.5 1.4 1.5
Black (non-Hispanic) 29 3.2 29 29
Natzl)\;ﬁe'-r'i‘\;vgli"iac;r]l/slander 0.0 <1 <1 <1
Hispanic (of any race) 4.5 4.6 4.4 4.6
White (non-Hispanic) 88.8 88.4 89.2 88.9
Two or more races 1.8 1.8 1.7 1.8
% Child population in poverty 8.7 7.6 10.7 13.4

B. Child Maltreatment Data [National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS)]

Overview Maltreatment 2000 2001 2002 2003
Information Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate
Children subject of an investigated

report alleging child maltreatment 31,317 42.9 per 1,000 37,704 53.0 per 1,000 34,793 49.5 per 1,000 36,544 52.7 per 1,000
Total child maltreatment victims® 10,822 14.8 per 1,000 12,792 18.0 per 1,000 12,202 17.4 per 1,000 13,303 19.2 per 1,000
Child fatalities 13 1.8 per 100,000 15 2.1 per 100,000 15 2.1 per 100,000 16 2.3 per 100,000

Race/Ethnicity of

Age of Child Victims (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Child Victims (%)* 2000 2001 2002 2003

<1 year 8.8 8.6 9.7 10.2 Alaska Native/American Indian 0.8 1.0 0.7 1.0

1-5 years 34.7 359 36.1 37.2 Asian 0.6 0.6 0.7 1.1

6-10 years 285 28.2 26.7 26.2 Black (non-Hispanic) 8.3 8.1 8.4 8.3

11-15 years 214 20.9 21.2 20.5 Native Hawaiian/

16+ years 56 49 53 4.9 other Pacific Islander N/A N/A N/A 0.3

Unknown 10 15 10 10 Hispanic (of any race) 3.9 5.1 4.5 45

Number 10,822 12,792 12,202 13,303 White (non-Hispanic) 74.0 72.0 71.7 69.8
Two or more races 0.0 0.0 0.3 1.0
Unknown 12.5 13.2 13.9 13.9
Number 10,822 12,792 12,202 13,303

Maltreatment Types

of Child Victims (%)°® 2000 2001 2002 2003

Emotional abuse 1.2 1.4 1.2 1.3

Medical neglect 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.5

Neglect 68.1 719 71.8 74.0

Physical abuse 22.4 18.7 17.4 15.5

Sexual abuse 8.7 8.1 7.3 6.7

Unknown/missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Other 2.8 3.8 7.0 9.4

Number 10,822 12,792 12,202 13,303

' Race/ethnicity data for 2001, 2002, and 2003 represent population estimates.

2 A child victim is defined as a child who is the subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment report.

3 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once.
4 Percentages may total more than 100 because Hispanics may be counted by Hispanic ethnicity and race.

5 Percentages may total more than 100 because children can be victims of more than one type of maltreatment.
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C. Characteristics of Children in Foster Care
[Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS): Foster Care File]

In Foster Care on 10/1 FY Entered Foster Care in FY Exited Foster Care in FY In Foster Care on 9/30 FY
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total Number 4862 5085 5062 4997 5620 5829 5821 5736 5414 5712 5647 5,723 5068 5202 5238 5,011
Median length

of stay (months) 12.5 11.3 11.0 1.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A 43 4.2 4.2 49 10.7 10.7 10.8 9.9
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 2.4 3.2 3.6 4.2 6.4 6.7 8.0 8.0 29 29 3.4 3.4 3.2 3.7 4.2 4.2
1 year 3.6 3.9 4.6 4.8 3.9 3.9 45 52 3.2 3.1 4.1 5.4 3.8 4.6 4.8 5.2
2 years 35 3.8 4.4 4.8 3.2 4.0 4.0 4.4 33 3.4 4.4 5.1 3.7 4.6 4.7 4.4
3 years 3.7 3.0 4.2 3.8 3.2 35 3.4 3.7 3.7 3.1 3.9 4.4 3.0 4.2 3.9 3.7
4 years 3.2 3.4 3.5 3.9 2.4 29 3.1 3.8 2.9 2.8 35 3.9 3.3 3.5 3.9 3.7
5 years 3.0 2.8 35 3.1 25 2.7 3.2 3.4 2.7 2.1 3.1 3.5 2.8 3.6 3.2 3.4
6 years 3.1 29 29 33 2.8 2.4 2.4 3.0 2.7 2.6 2.6 3.2 2.9 29 33 3.1
7 years 3.5 29 29 2.8 1.9 2.7 2.4 2.7 2.1 2.6 25 2.8 2.8 29 2.7 3.1
8 years 3.7 3.5 2.9 2.9 2.8 2.7 2.6 2.6 2.8 2.6 2.3 25 3.4 2.9 2.9 2.6
9 years 3.7 3.8 4.0 3.6 3.0 3.2 3.0 3.1 3.2 2.8 2.7 29 3.6 3.9 3.6 35
10 years 4.5 3.9 4.2 3.9 29 3.4 3.1 2.7 2.9 33 2.7 29 3.8 4.1 4.0 3.6
11 years 4.9 4.8 4.4 5.1 35 43 4.6 3.9 2.7 3.4 3.6 3.5 4.8 4.5 5.1 4.2
12 years 5.7 5.9 5.4 53 49 4.8 4.9 5.5 3.9 4.4 39 45 5.7 53 5.4 53
13 years 6.7 6.9 6.8 6.5 7.7 7.8 75 75 55 6.0 5.8 6.1 7.2 7.0 6.7 6.6
14 years 8.8 8.9 8.6 8.8 11.1 10.4 10.0 9.8 8.5 8.4 7.6 73 9.2 8.9 8.9 8.8
15 years 11.5 11.6 10.5 10.8 13.6 12.7 12.1 11.3 12.1 12.4 11.1 10.2 11.7 10.4 106 114
16 years 123 13.2 11.9 10.8 14.9 13.7 13.0 11.6 14.3 13.7 13.2 11.0 13.2 11.6 10.7 122
17 years 11.1 10.5 10.6 10.2 9.1 8.2 8.1 7.7 16.4 15.9 15.9 14.0 10.4 10.2 9.7 9.8
18 years 1.1 1.2 1.1 1.2 0.0 0.0 <. 0.0 3.8 4.2 3.4 29 1.4 1.1 1.2 1.3
19 years 0.1 <. 0.1 0.1 <. <. 0.0 <A 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.3 <.
20 years 0.0 0.0 <A <.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 <A1 <.1 0.0 <1 0.0 <.1 <.1 <.
Missing data 0.0 <A1 <A1 0.0 <. <. <A1 <A <A1 <A1 <A1 <. <. <A <A <.

Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003

Alaska Native/

American Indian 21 23 2.6 2.6 1.4 21 1.5 1.7 1.4 2.0 1.7 2.1 2.1 24 2.4 21
Asian 0.8 0.9 0.7 0.5 0.9 0.7 0.7 1.1 0.9 0.9 0.7 0.8 0.9 0.7 0.7 0.8
Black (non-Hispanic) ~ 12.3 1.5 12.2 11.9 9.3 10.8 10.4 11.2 10.3 10.5 10.9 109 1.1 11.8 1.7 12.3

Native Hawaiian/
other Pacific

Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 <1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1
Hispanic (of any race) 4.0 4.2 4.8 5.0 4.1 4.6 4.6 5.4 4.1 4.1 4.7 5.4 4.0 4.7 4.6 5.0
White (non-Hispanic) 71.3 70.6 70.3 70.1 71.8 71.0 69.9 71.0 72.6 71.4 70.3 70.2 70.5 70.1 69.8 71.0
Two or more races 0.3 0.6 0.4 0.9 1.1 0.2 0.2 1.0 0.6 0.4 0.3 0.9 0.8 0.4 0.2 1.1
Unknown 9.2 9.9 9.0 1.6 11.4 10.7 12.6 3.1 10.1 10.6 11.3 25 10.6 9.9 10.5 2.3
Missing data 0.0 0.0 <. 7.4 0.0 0.0 0.2 5.2 0.0 0.0 0.1 7.0 0.0 0.0 <.1 5.4

VI-122 IOWA | CONTEXT DATA



D. Characteristics of Children “Waiting for E. Characteristics of Children Adopted

Adoption"”® (AFCARS: Foster Care File) (AFCARS: Adoption File)
Waiting for Adoption 2000 2001 2002 2003 Adoptions 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total waiting children 1,016 1,119 1,277 1,137 Total children adopted 729 661 886 1,130

Numbers of waiting children
whose parents’ rights

have been terminated 823 950 1,062 956
Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Age (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
<1 year 1.8 2.2 2.7 2.7 <1 year 1.8 2.0 1.8 1.9
1 year 6.2 6.4 7.1 73 1 year 8.1 8.5 8.8 12.0
2 years 7.6 7.5 7.9 8.4 2 years 8.1 9.4 1.4 1.7
3 years 5.2 8.1 6.9 57 3 years 11.2 9.1 1.5 10.9
4 years 6.9 6.2 7.6 6.5 4 years 9.3 9.5 9.4 9.6
5 years 5.8 6.4 4.7 4.7 5 years 8.1 7.3 8.0 8.4
6 years 55 5.1 6.6 58 6 years 73 71 6.1 6.5
7 years 55 5.0 4.1 52 7 years 6.9 53 55 53
8 years 6.5 4.9 5.2 4.9 8 years 7.0 6.2 5.8 4.5
9 years 6.5 7.0 4.7 55 9 years 7.4 5.6 59 4.9
10 years 71 6.2 6.0 4.8 10 years 5.8 7.4 53 5.1
11 years 7.0 5.9 7.1 6.0 11 years 4.7 4.4 5.2 4.4
12 years 7.2 6.7 5.4 6.2 12 years 4.7 4.1 5.2 4.2
13 years 5.7 6.3 6.1 5.6 13 years 3.8 4.4 4.0 3.2
14 years 5.3 4.6 55 6.2 14 years 2.2 4.2 2.8 2.8
15 years 3.8 4.8 4.0 52 15 years 2.2 2.0 1.5 1.9
16 years 3.2 2.6 4.3 4.7 16 years 0.8 1.7 1.0 1.3
17 years 2.6 35 29 4.1 17 years 0.4 1.7 0.9 1.2
18 years 0.5 05 0.9 0.4 18 years 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.2
19 years <A 0.0 0.2 <. 19 years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
20+ years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 20+ years 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data — — — — Missing data — — — —
Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Race/Ethnicity (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Alaska Native/American Indian 3.1 2.8 4.3 3.0 Alaska Native/American Indian 3.2 3.0 2.3 3.5
Asian 0.6 0.4 0.8 0.8 Asian 0.0 1.1 0.7 0.9
Black (non-Hispanic) 17.6 13.9 13.8 13.3 Black (non-Hispanic) 20.4 20.6 19.0 15.0
Native Hawaiian/ Native Hawaiian/

other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 other Pacific Islander 0.0 0.0 0.0 <1
Hispanic (of any race) 4.8 6.3 6.3 6.4 Hispanic (of any race) 6.0 6.2 6.9 7.4
White (non-Hispanic) 63.8 66.1 63.9 67.7 White (non-Hispanic) 65.6 63.2 65.3 67.9
Two or more races 0.6 0.7 0.4 1.0 Two or more races 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.9
Unknown 9.4 9.7 10.4 2.2 Unknown 4.8 5.9 59 1.5
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.2 5.6 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.8

© There is no Federal definition for a child waiting to be adopted. The definition used in the table above includes children who have a goal of adoption
and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. It excludes children 16 years old and older whose parental rights have been terminated and who have
a goal of emancipation. A State's own definition may differ from that used here. Furthermore, some numbers in this table may be lower than the numbers
reported in the prior Child Welfare Outcomes reports. Only children with terminations prior to the end of the fiscal year of interest are included in the
current table.
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1. Reduce Recurrence of Child 2. Reduce the Incidence of Child

Abuse and/or Neglect (NcANDS) Abuse and/or Neglect in Foster Care
(NCANDS and AFCARS: Foster Care File, Jan.-Sept.)
1.1 Recurrence of Maltreatment

Within 6 Months (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2.1 Maltreatment in Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children without a recurrence 88.2 88.8 88.6 88.6 Children maltreated while in foster care 0.79 0.89 0.38 0.54
Children with one or more recurrences 11.8 11.2 11.4 11.4 Children not maltreated while in foster care  99.21  99.11  99.62  99.46
Number 5,041 6,184 5,778 5,808 Number 9,381 9,638 9,599 9,562

3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care (AFCARS: Foster Care File)

3.1 Exits of Children from Foster Care (%) 3.2 Exits of Children with a Diagnosed Disability (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 13.3 11.6 15.4 18.9 Adoption 43.8 39.5 50.2 36.8
Guardianship 0.0 0.6 0.5 0.7 Guardianship 0.0 0.4 0.8 0.1
Reunification 78.4 79.6 76.0 72.6 Reunification 43.9 47.3 36.5 50.3
Other 8.2 8.2 8.1 7.7 Other 12.3 12.7 12.4 12.7
Missing data <.1 <.1 <.1 <.1 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.1 <.1
Number 5,414 5712 5,647 5,723 Number 886 9219 896 1,400

3.3 Exits of Children Older than Age 12 at Entry into

Foster Care (%) 3.4 Exits to Emancipation (%)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.5 0.9 1.0 1.6 Children age 12 or younger at entry 18.1 26.0 203 21.0
Guardianship 0.0 0.4 0.6 0.4 Children older than 12 at entry 81.9 74.0 79.7 79.0
Reunification 87.0 86.7 85.8 84.5 Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 125 12.0 12.6 13.4 Number 249 269 286 291
Missing data 0.0 0.0 <.1 <.1
Number 2,995 3,127 2,920 2,641

3.5 Exits by Race/Ethnicity (%)

Alaska Native/Am. In. Asian Black (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 29.9 18.6 18.9 33.1 0.0 11.1 15.8 14.9 24.7 19.5 229 24.8
Guardianship 0.0 0.9 1.1 1.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.2 03
Reunification 64.9 70.8 70.5 53.7 95.7 75.9 68.4 76.6 68.3 72.2 69.4 66.0
Other 5.2 9.7 9.5 11.6 43 13.0 15.8 8.5 6.8 7.7 75 8.9
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 77 113 95 121 47 54 38 47 558 601 615 621

Native Hawaiian/Other Pac. Is. Hispanic (of any race) White (non-Hispanic)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.0 18.9 15.7 21.6 24.2 11.7 9.6 13.9 17.2
Guardianship 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.3 0.0 0.7 0.5 0.8
Reunification 0.0 0.0 0.0 80.0 74.8 75.0 72.4 71.0 79.8 81.1 77.1 74.4
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.3 9.3 5.6 45 8.4 8.6 8.5 7.6
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 <.1 <1 <.1
Number 0 0 0 10 222 236 268 310 3,928 4,077 3,970 4,020

Unable to Determine Two or more races Missing Data

2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Adoption 10.2 13.7 13.3 13.8 0.0 26.1 53.3 25.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Guardianship 0.0 0.2 0.9 1.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Reunification 79.4 80.8 79.3 77.2 100.0 73.9 333 725 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0
Other 10.4 5.4 6.4 7.6 0.0 0.0 13.3 2.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Missing data 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 549 608 639 145 33 23 15 51 0 0 7 398
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4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

4.2 Children Re-entering

4.1 Time to Reunification (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003 Foster Care (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003

Less than 12 mos. 81.1 81.1 83.2 81.3 Children entering care for the first time ~ 66.4 67.1 63.5 65.2

At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 11.6 12.1 10.9 12.6 Children re-entering care within

At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 3.4 3.2 27 3.0 12 mos. of a prior episode 249 244 253 245
t least but less than 4 ] 1. 1. 12 12 Children re-entering care more than

At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos 3 3 12 mos. after a prior episode 8.2 7.9 9.7 9.4

48 or more mos. 1.8 1.8 1.4 1.4 —

Missing data 08 06 0.7 05 Missing data 0.5 06 15 08

Number 4247 4547 4,292 4,157 Number 5,620 5829 5821 5736

5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption

(AFCARS Foster Care File)

5.1 Time to Adoption (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Less than 12 mos. 18.6 18.1 22.0 23.7
At least 12 mos., but less than 24 mos. 20.8 279 30.4 37.6
At least 24 mos., but less than 36 mos. 27.4 26.9 28.7 24.3
At least 36 mos., but less than 48 mos. 19.2 15.0 11.2 8.4
48 or more mos. 13.8 11.8 7.1 5.7
Missing data 0.3 0.3 0.7 0.3
Number 720 662 869 1,084

6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Foster Care File)

6.1 Number of Placements by Time in Care (%)

In Care less than 12 Months

In Care at Least 12 Months

In Care for 24 Months

but less than 24 Months or Longer Missing Time in Care
2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003 2000 2001 2002 2003
Children with 2 or
fewer placements 88.6 ~ 88.8  89.4  90.2 538 547 567 566 320 296 302 283 1000 977 985 978
Children with 3 or
more placements 114 112 106 9.8 462 453 433 434 680 704 698 717 0.0 2.3 1.5 2.2
Number 6,474 6,782 6,736 6,621 1,743 1,935 2,042 2,071 2,218 2,154 2,041 1,996 47 43 65 46

7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or Institutions
(AFCARS Foster Care File)

7.1 Most Recent Placement Settings of Children Who Entered
Care During the Fiscal Year and Were Age 12

or Younger at the Time of This Placement (%) 2000 2001 2002 2003
Group homes 16.8 18.0 17.8 16.7
Institutions 4.7 4.6 3.9 4.2
Other settings 78.3 77.3 78.3 79.1
Missing data 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number 2,416 2,722 2,826 2,941
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LTOWA sare comment

Mary Nelson, Administrator
Division of Behavioral, Developmental and Protective Services for
Families, Adults and Children

The following are Iowa’s comments on the State data presented in Child Welfare Outcomes 2003: Report to
Congress.

The Iowa Department of Human Service (DHS) is implementing Better Results for Kids (BR4Kids), a
redesign of our child welfare system that emphasizes family engagement, improved assessment, differential
response based on risk of future abuse, increasing service flexibility, and establishment of an on-going quality
assurance/improvement process. Under the redesign, DHS has developed a model of practice that is built
around the CRSR outcomes, as well as core guiding principles of customer service, excellence, accountability
and teamwork.

Section C (Children in Foster Care): With regard to the data inconsistencies in this section, in FY05,
DHS clarified policy and practice related to trial home visits. This change will result in more consistent case
counts in future AFCAR reporting.

DHS places a strong emphasis on timely adoption and is proud of our success in both increasing the
number of children adopted from foster care and in achieving timely adoptions. In addition, Iowa’s Supreme
Court has implemented an expedited termination of parents rights (TPR) appeal process that has helped

to speed up adoptions. DHS is also applying for a subsidized guardianship IV-E waiver to further improve
permanency. Finally, Iowa is holding a policy forum in the fall of 2005 that will focus on the importance of
permanency for older youth in foster care.

Outcome measure 1.1 (Recurrence of Maltreatment): Reducing repeat maltreatment is a core
element of Iowa’s CFSR PIP and our BR4Kids child welfare redesign. Strategies include strengthening
family engagement, more comprehensive family assessments, family team meetings, implementation of
Community Care (a project designed to provi